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ft;'\‘/flaaestmg Eﬂ?n%"'m'%‘i-' Carmarthen coraclers at the beginning of each
fishing season, or when a new net was going to be used, to lift their nets
up into the air so that the wind was greeted, and the nets were blessed. A
custom that has been going on the banks of the Towy for thousands of
years.

Many years ago, the preacher of the town's Catholic Church had
protested strongly against the practice. He insisted that they stop the
custom because it was pagan.

CA ¥FhhAa rnviack A F AAawnin FA FlhAa AniAvr im i AcAlARI AR I AAl AlAaAlr FA WA~~~

Superstitions

The coraclers had strong
feelings about their nets. For
example, no woman was
allowed to step over the top
of the net. If it happened it
would make the net useless
for the night. Another net
would have to be used.

Thinking about it now, this is
strange about the
superstars' superstitions:
when they were making
their nets, even though
there was no girl to step
over it, they were neatly
weaving their children's hair
- girls or boys - into a strand
(net lines) their nets, for luck

When weaving their nets,
coraclers were always tying
bits of their children's hair,
girls or boys, into lines of
their nets for luck.

Spitting on the back

For good luck when a coaracler was leaving his
home to go fishing his wife would spit on the back
of his coat for luck.




