
Coracle Stories
William Elias and his Water 
Baler

Letters and Numbers

The coracle gets 
painted on each side. 
The letter relates to 
the river and the 
number belongs to the
licence holder.

The great great-grandfather of 
Malcolm Rees made the wooden 
baler (ffoil). 

Water balers are only used in Towy 
coracles. They are used in a 
scooping action. Water enters Towy 
coracles more because they fish in 
very open stretches of the estuary.

The baler was made from the 
heartwood of a sycamore tree and 
took may hours of patient work.

Having completed the bowl, he 
unfortunately dropped it and it split 
in two, not wishing to discard his 
work of art he set about sewing it 
together with copper wire.


