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WELSH CALYINISTIC METHODISM·: recognize the rapid trend awa f W cially from the Welsh Ian 

y ro?1 elsh traditions, and espe. where its churches were 10:;:�e, ;n ;any of the communities vironmcnt and linguistic chan 

. ea Justme�ts to the new en .. so that in many a communif es ;ere recogmze? rather tardily, Welsh language was vanish· y e church perished when the B mg. ut even when we concede th. 
istic Methodist Church be ond1s ;:gretta?le failure, the Calvin-
valuable contribution t� es�ntial 

a ��estio� o� doubt, made a Church, generally regarded religious hf e m America. The h · . as conservative w I c antable m its attitude t d h ' as to erant and owar ot ers It swu . treme, nor did it pride itself b . · . · ng to neither ex-ministers preached eternal t::i� :�ng 
ha DUddle:>f-th�-roader. Its· claimed Jesus Christ as th S . t ey conceived it, a.nd proMethodist Church rendered e 

an 
a:ur of men .. The Calvinistic valuable contribution to historic p p�rtan� s�rv1c� and made a . res yteriamsm in America. 

XII. THE ORGANIZED ASSEMBLY 

(Y Gymanva Gorphoredig1) 

�.··;···:···�·:.'.·.····.
·
x·. FTER the founding of the first Calvioistic Methodist church 

§ at Penycaerau, Oneida County, New York, in 1824, other 
J .. churches of the denomination sprang up in rapid suc-
:.{cession. In four years, from 1828 to 1831, seven churches were 

i: established. In the decade which followed the increase was even 
\ greater and the denomination extended its churches into Penn-
r aylvania and Ohio. By the end of 1841 there was a total of thirty
i. ·· four churches, of which seventeen were in New York, seven in 

Pennsylvania, and ten in Ohio. 
This rapid increase, due to a steady stream of migration from 

Wales, with a definitely westward trek on the part of the arrivals, 
presented a new and urgent problem to the early leaders of the 

. Calvinistic Methodist Church in America. Church organizations 
{ · such as the presbytery and the gymanva had already been 

formed in New York, where the churches were, for the most part, 
., closely grouped together. The New York Gymanva also had taken 

i the small and weak churches in Pennsylvania under its wing. 
The Pennsylvania churches west of the Allegheny Mountains 
were included in the Ohio Gymanva, organized in 1838. There 

was a growing feeling that some organic bond was needed to 
unite in one body all the churches, both east and west of the 

Alleghenies. This need had been discussed _on several occasions 

in the local gymanvas, and the conviction had matured that a 
comprehensive organization should be created which would em
brace all and bind them together in mutual understanding and co
operative effort. Two things in particular called for this : first, the 
safeguarding of the doctrine of the Church; and, secondly, the 

necessity of maintaining a high standard of church discipline. 
1 "Co'11,ontlig" means "corporate" or "embodied." This assembly was never incorporated; hence we have translated its name as ''the Orgamzed 

Auembly.'' 
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WELSH CALYINISTIC METHODISM These standards were clearl f h . 

and the Rules of D° . r y s
�

t ort m the Confession of Faith 
Wales. 

isc1p me anded down by the Church in 

be!
n

1�:e 
I�

e
� 

York Gymanva _which convened in Utica, Septem-. ' 4 ' a set of resolutions was presented which h d f its purpose "the securing of a closer . 
b 

a or 
churches [ of the denominat· 

J . 
h
u?1on etween the various 

d . 
ion m t 1s country" I 1 ec1ded that these resolutions should b b h 

. t was a so 
of the brethren in Pennsylvania and O�io 

r
�

g t to the
. attention 

were no churches west of th G 
. p to that time there 

n_eed for such an organization
e 

fel;:�: 
Lakes. So generall

r w�s the 
diate and favorable resp�nse Th 

t the �ppeal met with imme
met on the eleventh of the ;a 

e gyma
h
nv

; 
m Pennsylvania, which 

a resolution to support and 7
e 

t
mont ! eptember, 1841, passed 

ganized Assembly By the t
" os

h
er 

O
u
h
n_ion by means of an Or-. . . ime t e JO Gymanv d f its spnng meeting in Cincin t" . a convene or 

crystallized that a time and :
a

���: �
a

�
c
�;/

842, opinion had so 
were announced. In The Frien� th f II 

o
. mg such an assembly 

published: 
e O owmg announcement was 

"The .fint Organized Asaembl f th C . • . 
will be held in Palmyra Portag� � 

e 
ag1�ist1c Methodist, in America 

[ I 84-2 J. It is expectel that delega:
nty, 

·n 

t, the 17-20 of next Jane 
whole Body. The project h • b 

cs w� present representing the 
of both the Eastern and W ��::: ;�� • m

doi:scd by several gymanvas, 
that its indoracment may be con.6rmed

1vbs1ons, It is con.6dent1y expected 
Th A y a large assembly of delegates.,, e ssembly convened as announ d d . . 

cementing, at such an earl d 
c� an its importance in 

Calvinistic Methodist f aiti . ay 
A 

the �mty of the churches of the 
timated. Its influence was f:�t th�;

nc
: can scarce!y b� overes-

the denomination in thi"s 
ug out the entire history of 

Th 
country. e following are the resolutions b · Pennsylvania, and Ohio churches fi 

su 
. °;;

tted to the New York, 
as an official statement they p 

:i � orsement, upon which, 
Assembly: 

' rocc e to form the Organized 

"I. That the continuance of 
• 

b Calvinistic Methodists in the U "t 
u
d

n

S
1on etween the memben of the 

f tm • n1 e tatca, as well as . G B . • • o u ost importance to u, as a Bod bo h t 
JD reat ntain, JS 

"II. That it is a duty incumbe ?' 
t 0� ou_r _comfort and oacf ulnca. n upon us, md1V1dually and collectively, 

ORGANIZED ASSEMBLY 259 

employ the most effective means for stimulating, nourishing, and con
ing that union. 

;;: ;- "JII. That the establishing of a semiannual Organized Assembly in 
,t hich all delegates, representing the entire Body in America, could con
,. e would, among other things, be a means of attaining this desired 

1purposc. 
1 · "IV. That we recommend organizing such an assembly, as herein men-
11tioned, to be held twice a year; once each side of the Allegheny Moun

ltaina, and continuing alternately. 
}'., "V. That one or more delegates be chosen and sent [ to the Assemblies) 
J!-uid that their expenses be paid by the Division sending them. 
i "VI. That the forming of this Assembly does not propose to dissolve, 
·'.!t or diminish the power of either the monthly meeting or the quarterly 
f meeting of the two Divisions. These meetings shall be left entirely under 
¥: the jurisdiction of the Divisions within which they are included. 
,.�. "VII. That the Organized Assembly shall have the power and authority 
�:, · in America equivalent to the power and authority of the Quarterly 
;' 
.
. ·

.
·
.

:
·
'.

·

:
·
-
.
·.•. Allembly in Wales; and that the presbytery meetings, separately, have 

} only the power of the monthly meetings Lin Wales], 
;:, "VIII. That the Organized Assembly not only is to poaeas the power 
;ii and authority of the Quarterly Assembly in Wales, but it is al,o to be 
f maintained and planned, so far as it may be poaible under different 
f conditions, according to the form and rules of that Assembly. 
;t "IX. That a committee of the delegates be held preceding each Assem-
(' bly, at a convenient hour, to arrange a docket for that Assembly. 

"X. That a record book be secured and kept for the special service 
of this Assembly in which all its transactions may be recorded. 

"XI. That a communication be sent from each Assembly meeting to 
the Body in Wales, giving a statement of the condition of the churches 
among us; hoping for a similar report from them. 

"XII. That the first meeting of the kind be held at Palmyra, Ohio, 
June, 1842, on days to be appointed by the local church. 

"XIII. That no c&.ange--addition or reduction--be made to the above 
re,olutiona, except by the majority vote of at least two Organized Assem
blies." 

Those present at the first Organized Assembly, at Palmyra, 
Ohio, were: Rev. Edward Jones, Cincinnati; Rev. Robert Wil
liams, Moriah, Jackson County; Rev. Hugh E. Rees, Newark; 
Rev. William Parry, Granville; Rev. Owen Jones and Rev. Wil
liam Morgans, both of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and William 
Rowlands, D.D., of Utica, New York. The names of the elders 
present arc not recorded. Dr. Rowlands represented the churches 
east of the Alleghenies and was elected moderator; Rev. Edward 
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WELSH CAL.YINISTIC METHODJS '.. Jones was elected clerk. The Calvini . . . ..;. �lways given the preaching of the �tic Method1�t Church ha&! its gatherings, and its ublic . g pel a prominent place in.,. lar�c audiences. Sevent�en ser:�v1ces were a!ways �ttended by / gamzed Assembly In add't' nhs were delivered ID this Or- ,. h · 1 10n to t ese ubr . t ere were other publ'c . p ic preaching services l . J services: a temp . owsh1p meetings and th I b . crance meetmg, two fel-L , ' e ce e ration of th ord s Supper. e sacrament of the: The second Organized Assembl . . September 1-2 1842 R R by was ��Id ID Utica, New York Co . ' · ev. o ert W1ll1ams M · h ' ; , unty, Oh10, commissioned by th p l ' ona , Jackson t� sent the churches of the Western 

e 
D' a. �yra Assembly to rep re- i. the Utica Assembly

. 
nor h 1v1s1on, was not present at ,-h W , was t ere anyon t e estern Division Th th. d O . e present representing . uled to meet in Jack's eC tr rgamzed Assembly was sched-on aunty Oh· · 1 April, 1843, but there is nothing' t .11. ID ate March or early was held. It appears that O � ID icate that this Assembly in the Western Division a�;er :ian�z�� tssembly was ever held in June, 1842; nor did the Weste: m1t�a . :Assembly at Palmyra 

way in the deliberations and d� D1v1s1on participate in any bl · procee 1Dgs of th O · Y, with one or two exception f e rgamzed Assem-that time on the O . 
d s,Aso ar as the records show. From . . ' rgamze ssembly b m its movements It rotat d . ecame three-cornered . Y'. k · e 1n turn from o "d C or ' to Pennsylvania and th N ne1 a aunty, New the order, but there w:re exce ;n to ew y ark City. That was bJy was scheduJed to be helf ::n� The next_ Organized Assem

unsettled conditions in th . . e�ns_ylvan1a but, because of b'l . . e m1Dmg d1stncts d h mo 1 e cond1t1on of the Welsh . �n t e consequent . 
advisable to hold it in Penns l P?pulat10�, it was deemed in
vened at Utica New y ork Y. va;1a, so this Assembly also conrecord of an A;sembly being

' hmld �ptember, 1843. There is no d · ,e m 1844 b t · J convene m New York c· Th ' u m une, 1845 it held in PottsviUe, Pennsy::�i .� fi}th Organized Assembly .;as Remsen, Oneida County N a, ;n 
k une, I 846, and the sixth in Assembly convened in N�w ;w

k �-' in July, 1847. The 1848 The Organized Assembly of is°r i�, July _10-13 of that year. Pennsylvania July 6-8 Th /9 was m Harrison, now Scranton held at Floyd, Oneida Cou:t; 
� As�mbly was announced to b; , ew ork, hut this evidently was 

261 
:./ 

.p. · drawn; we have no record of it. In 1851 the Assembly went 1"4in to New York City, June 26-30. The Assembly of 1852 ;t-.ent to Pennsylnnia. This was a serial; sessions were held in 
lLehigh Gap, now Slatington, July 8-9; Summit Hill, July 10-11; 
�;'.Tamaqua, July 12; St. Clair, July 13-14; Pottsville, July 15-16; ]Minersville, July 17-18. The Assembly of 1853 was also held in :;j Pennsylvania and this too was a serial, holding sessions from ::' August 6 to 12 at Scranton, Danville, and Carbondale. 
f'. .The Assembly of 1853 was the last of the Organized Assemblies. 
f. Perhaps it should l}Ot be considered as an Organized Assembly, E although it is so called, for all its deliberations pertained to local "f: affairs in Pennsylvania. Why the Organized Assembly was dis,{ QODtinued is a matter of conjecture. It was doubtless difficult to :/ Qiaintain. The churches were far apart and many of them small and { struggling. The Ohio Gymanva while having a prominent part 

•a • in its organization, withdrew at an early date. Remoteness from the churches of the Eastern Division was no doubt a probable reason. Welsh immigrants were teeming into Ohio, and the Ohio Gymanva was fully occupied with assimilating these into the churches of its several communities. It was busily engaged also in organizing new churches and building new church edifices. Moreover, in the person of Rev. Robert Williams, the Ohio Gymanva had an organizer quite equal to the task in the Westem Division. His influence and unrivaled leadership had much 
to do in firmly establishing Calvinistic Methodism in the state. .A disquieting communication was sent from the New York Quarterly Gymanva to the Organized Assembly which convened at Scranton, Pennsylvania, in June, 1849. In it, the New York Gymanva complained that the present Organized Assembly was ''too heavy a burden to carry," and overtured to have it dis• solved. This was a severe blow to the Organized Assembly, for New York was its backbone. After discussion and due deliberation, the Assembly replied that the request from the Oneida Quarterly Gymanva could not be complied with, because it tended to undermine the fundamentals of church discipline. Moreover, the Articles of the Organized Assembly had been formed and adopted by the joint authority of three state bodies after fair and full discussion. The Assembly ruled that the union now 
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262 WELSH CALYINISTIC METHODISM:; 
,';\ existing could not be dissolved �xcept by the consent of the same·{ 

bodies. This overture, while frankly answered in the negativ�:-1 
is an evidence that disintegrating forces were at work and the t 
very existence of the Organized Assembly was in jeopardy. Thej 
embers of the heated discussion on the overture appealing for I 
dissolution were still smoldering when the next Assembly met· in \ 
New York City in June, 1851.. There the constitution was again ,t 
debated, and the necessity for the maintenance of unity in doc"'J 
trine and discipline received renewed emphasis. This resulted i 
in the passing of the following resolution, which might be re .. ·', 
garded as a last desperate effort to save the Organized Assembly: 

"Resolved: That a communication be addressed to all the Calvinistic 
Methodist churches throughout the states imploring them to unite witli 
this Assembly, and that the appropriate purpose of the Assembly be specified.'' 
A committee was appointed for the task, urging all to unite. 

In the . Organized Assembly which convened in Slatington, 
Pennsylvania, in July, 1852, there is additional evidence of dis- { 
integrating tendencies. The Pennsylvania Gymanva, which for a 4 
number of years had been nourished and cared for by its sister 
gymanva in New York, had, in more recent years, experienced 
unusual growth. Welshmen were pouring into the mining re
gions, and Pennsylvania had come to feel that a more complete 
ordering of its own internal affairs was expedient fo� it as a 
gymanva. In the Organized Assembly at Slatington, which con
cerned itself with affairs pertaining to Pennsylvania only, a resolution prevailed to divide the churches of the gymanva into three 
districts or presbyteries, as follows: f irst, the churches of Potts
ville, Minersville, and St. Clair; secondly, the churches of Carbondale, Scranton, and Danville; thirdly, the churches of Summit Hill, Tamaqua, and Lehigh Gap. These churches and any othert which might be grouped about them would constitute the three presbyteries of the Pennsylvania Gymanva. The brethren in Pennsylvania wished to make it plain that, in thus creating presbyteries for the enhancement of the work among themselves, they had no desire to dissolve or even to weaken the relation then existing between them and their brethren in Oneida County and 

263 
ORGANIZED ASSEMBLY .·. . . f s these bodies were disposed to co-

ew y ork City, t� so ar a 
f n interest in the Organized 

'\f)pe. ·., . rate with them m matters � co
ffi

mmo 
d its loyalty one cannot 

:.:.1. · bl Wh"le Pennsylvania a rme ' k" 
,i!lssem y. 1 . nt an undercurrent of forces ma mg 
,(but feel that there was ev1de f dissolution were rapidly 
tJ9r, disi?tegration, and that �he a��::; �ssembly. After 1853 there 
Y.,.:;.destroymg the body of the rg . d A embly " d f th Organize ss · ,}was no further recor o . e ted by the Organized Assembly' 
·f .·. Some of the measures maugura d" Ch h in America 
f;,�hich influenced the Calvinistic Metho 1st urc 
§,throughout its history, are as follows: 
, THE ASSEMBLY OF 1842 

f · M" • Society was organized. 
i.,.f MT u�m,:.� -�oNU:,e 

one i:::af?' disciplined (suspended) by a chuprchledgcfo'� ·:. em,,,.,,,,.,,,,. . . h h" • ing a temperance · 
f drunkenness shall be reinstated w1� ,�;�

a
:' t::U several state bodies consult 

{,; &,fepat'Jing c_hureh P�operti;n for the safeguarding o f our churches 11,.taeh other regarding �e. _est 
p . Ch rch." tl.i.11 property o f the Calvin11t1c Method•:�oug� formerly an elder in Wales, ·.f T Ju Eltlership: "No pe

h
�n! ev:� ountry except he be elected to the 

��· ... -1.all be eligible for elden tp m t 11 c -be !, 
1,. 111 h" h h · mem r 
?.··.· . ....II!.. cc by the church of w tc e 19 a 

C f •
. f Faith "The Rise and t vm bl" h" g of the on ess1on o , ,, ::t .• LiJe,-ature: The pu 18 m . . A • ,, and "The Instructor, 

·'•" . ·. C 1 . . t" Methodism m menca, 
A bl f,:Jacrease of a vm1s ic . d th 

. dorsement of the ssc m y. 
. l, by Rev. William Row}ands, r�ce1�e 

d 
e

d •:nd the Assembly pledged to 
·•.•· • Th Friend was likewise heartt�y in_ orse 

.
' 

j do :u in its power to increase its circulat10n. 
'"1: . THE ASSEMBLY OF 1843 

jr h d ltery be considered sufficient cause for 

l AJ.ultery: Resolv�d t at a u
rty be f rec to marry again. 

/-divorce, and that the innocent pa 

,;r THE Ass�MBLY oP 1845 

*'. . . committee was appointed to prepare a dra f� 
), . Legislatwe Enact�nt. A 

b "tt d to the state legislature for the pur 

): of a constitutional
. 

act to be su m1 c
f the denomination, its churches, and 

i;' .. of safeguarding the property o 

{,.�orth, throughout the states. 
T Evans was authorized to write _an 

';, : Home Missions: Re�. _Thomas . 
•nformation regarding the "On�1da 

;; article to The Fri�n� gmnlc:
�m

ty

p?:t:C, 
1 

that if acceptable, the plan might 

l\ County Home M1ss1o�ary ie ' , 
. i\ be adopted by the entire Body. • 

i1 d condemning the buying and 
J StJhbath Observance: A resolution preva e 

�; 
.
. ·· ... 
,_.elling of milk on the Sabbath

th
.. . Rev William Rowlanda had per• 

\f Foreig11 Misst0m: Up to 11 time, 
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-ally loolted after the foreign mi1Sion phaae of the wort, but now'/ committee wa, organized known as "The American Branch of the Fi eign Missionary Society of the Calvinistic Methodists.'' 

WELSH CALYINJSTJC METHODJS. 

THE ASSEMBLY OP' 1847 TM Unio,, of C,,,,,.eAes: In the interest of doctrine and di1eiplinf: everywhere it i, necessary for us to continue the union (i.e., the Organized; Assembly) of the Calvinistic Methodists. Musk: The importance of congregational singing w .. streaaed. H,,,,,. Missions: Resolved that home missionary societies he organiuc!,'( in all the churches of our denomination in America. THE ASSEMBLY OF 1848 T Ae Orduut;o,, of Ministers: The ordination of ministers aha)J take .'' place in the Organiud A ... mbly only, except when unusual circumstanc:a i call for it, and then only with the consent of the Assembly. Rules tllU ResolUlio,,,: No rule or resolution pertaining to III u 1 

denomination (i.e., which may affect the denomination in general) ,ha)J , he made in one Organiud Assembly. The lllatter ,ha)J he under COD• Uderation in at least two Assemblies, unless the ca- considered 1uJfu 1 from such delay. 
THE ASSEMBLY OF 1849 Dissolution: A communication from the Oneida Ouarterly Gymann complaining that the Organiud Assembly (now existing between the two 8}'manvas, New Yori: and Pennsylvania) wu too heavy a burden to carry. They overtured its dissolution. The ovenure was not sustained. Unio,, wit!, tl,e Presbyterians: On the suggestion of one or more breth. ren of the Presbyterian (Calvinistic) body for a closer union with them, a vigorous diseussion ensued which resulted in the following resolution: "Though many advantages, in outward matters, might come to us from union with these brethren, we cannot sacrifice our Rules of Discipline, et cetera, and consequently we cannot enter a closer union than that which now exists between us, viz., a fraternal union." THE ASSEMBLY OF 1851 TM Organn;e,1 AssHnl,/:, /Jt6'f Dis&#lseJ: The constitution and the maintenance of unity in doctrine and discipline were stressed as .,..ntial to the auccea of the entire Body in America. A resolution was adDpted that a communication he addressed to all Methodist churches throughout the states imploring them to unite with this Assembly, and that the appn,,. priate pwpo,e of the A ... mbly he specified. A committee wu appointed for the task, urging all to unite. C,,,,,.el, MHnl,er,Mp: No churcJ, shall he pennitted to receive 1 brother or sister who ,ha)J move from a community where there i, a 

\ORGANIZED ASSEMBLY 26S 

th b • of an English letter . t· on e as1s h bclon · ng to our denonuna t?n,. Th unity, peace, and onor chgi f different denomination. e a chur O a h" the denomination calls for t ts. >i:i, THE Asu!MBLY OP 18 53 • a �t 
. . . t was stated, was handicapped by �,·H mnals: Congregational •mging, ) f hymnals were employed by ,;,<' 1ty of hymnals. Too large a var!ety osulted in the following resolu. ra . Th" discussion re . • to . Yario111 congregations. 11 bl' ,h an American collectton, npen?' d • "That we endeavor to pu_ d t b • ty " A committee was appomt\ f..:tf ·thers in several respects, bes1 es re�• n.t in musical circles in eac ;au o . . f men promme .lfo. · the task, cons1stmg o :\�anva. ,irw-

ORGANIZED AssEMBLIES Ji". OFFICERS OF THE 
Clerk t.:: D Moderator . Ed rd Jones i:t,>, . : Place ate r William Rowlands Rev. w� . ·)JaJmyra, Ohio June, 1842 D .  W'lliam Rowlands John S. W�ams ·.'.•:.-__ .,... .. _ ... .,. -... N y Sept., 1842 Dr. I d d John S. Williams ut1ca, • · 8 Name not recor e . Seu �iVtic:a, N. Y. Sept., I 43 r. William Rowlands Dame! rry ,; .. :'. .. •·.--.....·111e Pa. June, 1845 D w·11· Rowlands Thomas R. Jones , • ., ... �. • ul 8 6 Dr I tam W'll' �_._·t .. Pottsville, Pa. JJ {' �8!7 R.;, Thomas 'I'.· Evans D. t ia;:,�lkes :,, ·Remsen, N. �- u y, R John Davies Thomas . / New York City June, 1848 D CY.William Rowlands John J. �,"ICI < Hyde Park, Pa. July, 1�49 D�: William Rowlands David w:�;- a 

;' New York City June, I SJ D . William Rowlands John R. t ia;:i_ t Danville, Pa. July, 1:s2 R:;, David Lewis Thomas H. Ro rts Carbondale, Pa. Aug., 1 53 • 
O • d Assembly in the 

. . f the rgamze . The place and ,m!'onance o he Calvinistic Methodist d_enom,-development an_d guidance of t exa erated. The pervasiveness nation in America can hardly be_ glgt had for all intents and . b ond question. , G I Of its influence is ey 11· g "influence of a enera f . and contro m d purposes, the unct1�n .. d bt that Dr. Rowlands, who starte Assembly, and there is no_ ou b It may well be looked upon it and guided it, intended it so l t�ss:�bly of the Calvinistic Meth-as the forerunner of the Genera . d in ISM. Many of the . h. h was organize � bl odists in America, w ,c f d d the General Assem Y principles which guided an� s�::ii::: :£ the Church when the were laid down by the ear y d d during the ten or twelve Organized Assembly was forme ·:ran hand and master spirit of of its career under the gui mg years bl Dr William Rowlands. the venera e 


