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eXIII. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

(Y Gymanva Gyffredinol) 
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!'u<>n was a necessity in view of the present need and it became 

jeven roore imperative as they contemplated the future. 
' The need was especially felt in the fast-growing gyroanvas of 

the West. The Wisconsin Gymanva was the first to propose a 

· General Assembly. This.gyroanva was not in existence when the 
Organized Assembly was formed in 1842. The first Calvinistic 
Methodist church in Wisconsin was organized in that year, and 

in the twenty-five years succeeding, 1842-1867, there were organ­
ized in Wisconsin no Jess than forty churches, with a roerobership 
of 2272 and a constituency-children and adult nonroerobers-<>f 
6417, making a total of 8689 souls for whose spiritual welfare 
this gyroanva considered itself responsible. In view of such an 
increase in a short period of time, it is not surprising that Wiscon­
sin was the first to discuss a General Assembly. The gymanvas 

of the East had, of course, felt the same great need; for they toO 
bad grown apace, although there had been large emigrations from 
the Welsh colonies in the East to the newer settlements in the 
W eat. Their experience with the Organized Assembly roay have 

caused them to hesitate to propose a new organization of the same 
general character. The West had not experienced the trials and 
struggles of that former Assembly and it is natural that, under 
the present stress of circumstances, the first muffled sound heard 
in favor of a General Assembly should come from Wisconsin. In 

the report of that gyroanva, held in Waukesha in October, 1865, 
the following "minute" is recorded : 

"Among other things, an Organized Assembly was discussed; but no 

definite conclusion, to be submitted to the public, was arrived at." 

No sooner had the note been articulately sounded, however, 
than a chorus of voices from the East was heard to chime in, 
favoring the project. At the spring meeting of the Wisconsin 

Gymanva, in June, 1866, a resolution prevailed: 
"To overture the other state gymanvas proposing a General Assembly, 

as we believe there is need for one, and it would be easier to maintain 

one now than it was formerly." 

Later in the same month the Minnesota Gyroanva convened and 
it reported that "the matter of a General Assembly was discussed, 
and the overture was sustained." F roro that ti roe on until the 
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General Assembly became a reality, this theme occupied the center\ 
of the floor in all gymanvas and presbytery meetings. The over­
ture was discussed in the Ohio Gymanva at Palmyra, October, 
1866, and in the Pennsylvania Gymanva in session at Minersville, 
May, 1867. The latter reaffirmed the action of the previous 
gymanva, favoring the General Assembly. In the New York 
Gymanva at Rome, October, 1867, the matter received favorable 
attention. Every gymanva manifested a vital interest in the pro­
posal. For two years, the pros and cons were vigorously discussed 
in them all. 

There were many questions and phases to be considered: When 
and where shall the first meeting be held? Who are eligible? How 
many commissioners shall be sent? Shall representation be on the 
basis of percentage of membership, or shall it be presbyterial or 
synodical? How shall the expense accounts of commissioners be 
defrayed? These and other items called for discussion, and there 
was a variety o{ opinion. 

The Ohio Gymanva took the foremost part in discussing plans 
and purposes; it also was persistent in its appeal for an early 
assembly. Ohio invited the General Assembly to convene in Cin­
cinnati, September 13, 1867. New York was hesitant, counseled 
more deliberation in such an important matter, and advised the 
appointment of a committee, consisting of one member from each 
gymanva, to make plans and to arrange a tentative docket which 
would expedite matters. Pennsylvania agreed with New York, 
and the early date announced by Ohio was reluctantly withdrawn. 
Ohio, however, persisted and in October, 1868, the gymanva ap­
pointed a committee of three to correspond with the other 
gymanvas regarding the time and place for meeting. This cor­
respondence brought matters to a climax, as encouraging replies 
were received and all ·were in favor of an early meeting. Accord­
ingly the first General Assembly of the Calvinistic Methodists in 
America was announced to meet at 10 A.M., September 22, 1869, 
at Columbus, Ohio. The delegates assembled for that purpose at 
the appointed time and place. 

The Friend for November, 1869, gives a full report of the pro­
ceedings of the first General Assembly. Its importance entitles 
it to a place on these pages. 

B GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

RBPOJlT OP THB TJ\ANSACTJ0NS OF THE G ENEJ\AL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE CALVJNJfflC METHODISfl 

Held in Columbus, Ohio, September u-26, 1869. 

269 

WEDNESDAY, TEN o'cL0CK A.14. 

d ffi of the G eneral Asacm-
1. The following brethren were clecte o cers 

bly bv accret ballot: h Ra • Wisconsin. 
• 

J R W'll' m Hug es, cmc, Moderator: ev. � 
i� Elf Hyde Park, Pennsylvania. Stated Clerk: Rev. · • is, R · Wisconsin Treasurer: Elder W. w_. ,Vaughan, aci��, g the vari�us gymanvas, wa,. 

II The roll of commissioners, represen m 
�ed, and the following responded: 
New York: Fl d Ministers: Rev. Thomas T. Ev�ns, oG

y . ·11 Rev. John Jones, Middle ranvi e. 
. Elder: William N. Jones, Rome. 
Pennsylvania: d p k Ministers: Rev. M.A. Ellis, Hy e ar. • 

Rev. John L. Jeffreys, Slatmgton. 
Elders: None. 

Ohio: c· · . 

Ministers: Rev. Howell Powell, mcm���i• Rev John W. Evans, Oak I • 

Rev: Thomas C. Davies, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Elders: None. 

Wisconsin: R · Ministers: Rev. William Hughes, ac!ne. 
Rev. Rees Evans, Cambria. 

Elders: W.W. Vaughan, Racine. 
Minnesota: D . 1 T Rowlands Foreston, Iowa. Ministers : Rev• ame · ' 

Elders: None. h d J M Davies were received as 
Ill. Rev. Humphrey Hump reys �n church in St Louis, Missouri. 
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V. Havi�g thus organ:f�l and sincere manner, urging evcryo!'e. to 
moderator m a very. purp . 11 his remarks. He expressed the con�1ctton 
be bric£, calm, and discreet in I. he was able, speak words of wisdom, 
that ·everyone would, so far as 


