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Moses Parry, who came as commissioners in 1839. The Church 3
in America was small indeed, at that time, compared with the 4
proportions it assumed during the fifty years which followed.

With the passing of time, and the increase and extension of
the Church, the General Assembly decided to appoint in each }
gymanva a man whose duty it was to Plan and arrange itineraries
for the visiting preachers from Wales and even for ministers in .
this country, for it frequently happened that a minister from §
one gymanva in America would be given a tour of preaching in
the churches of another gymanva, or he might tour the entire
gymanva and preach in most of its churches. To meet this situa-
tion of arranging appointments for visiting ministers, the General
Assembly of 1870 resolved to appoint a “superintendent of itiner-
aries” (trefnydd cyhoeddiadau) in each gymanva “to arrange 3
preaching tours for brethren from Wales, visiting this country as %
delegates.”

The General Assembly of 1895, to facilitate matters, carried
the plan still farther and appointed an “Assembly supervisor of
itineraries,” whose function was to collaborate with the synodical
supervisors in arranging all itineraries, The first to hold this office
was Elder T. Solomon Griffiths, of Utica, New York, Others were
appointed in succeeding Assemblies, and the office continued to
function until the General Assembly was dissolved.

The matter of a book agency was under discussion at the Minne-
apolis Assembly in 1895. The fraternal delegate from Wales that
year was Rev. D. O’Brien Owen, and a committee was appointed
to interview Mr. Owen regarding the possibility of establishing a
branch agency of the Welsh Book Concern, designed chiefly for
the handling of literature and books from Wales for American -
consumption. The result of the conference with Mr. Owen was
the decision to establish a branch agency under the auspices of
the denomination in this country, so that books for the denomina-
tion in America might be obtained at reasonable prices. The
agency, however, was not a success. The venture was not satis-
factory and the General Assembly of 1910 agreed to pay the
agency in Wales the amount they considered owing to them for
books, in full, “and that negotiations be terminated.”

Tre Century Funp~

It was proposed by the General Assembly of 1901, in session adt
..Cambria, Wisconsin, to raise a fund of t.w.enty-ﬁve thousalrll.

" dollars, “as a modest expression of th.anksglvmg to God fng hls
goodness to us as a denomination during the past century. he
various gymanvas were requested to express the.n.lselves on the
‘use to be made of the fund. The proposition of raising the monei
for the fund was also sent down to the presbyteries and throug

them to the churches. If the denomination t.hroughout the t.:ountri:
looked upon the movement with favor,.suxtable persons in eac

gymanva were to be appointed to solicit funds for the p.urposet:
If and when the goal ($25,000) was reached, a committee o

seven was to be appointed to safeguard the fund and to employ
it to the best interest of the denomination. The gymanvas, fcl;r
the most part, seemed eager to en'lbrace the opportunity %f- sul-
scribing to the fund. At the meetings of gymanvas 1mmed 1at?ﬁ
following the General Assembly, the fund was indorsed wit

enthusiasm. Minnesota, Pennsylvania, a}nd NevY Yorl.: Gymanvas
indorsed the project at their fall meetings. Wlsc‘onstn Gymanva
was less enthusiastic and somewhat hesxtar}t in its indorsement,
yet expressed itself as willing to do its part .lf the other gyn}anva:
were determined to carry on and to realize the .completlor}ll o
the contemplated goal. The Ohio Gymar}va was silent. Not 1ﬁg
definite had been expressed to reveal its attitude towafd t (;
proposed fund until a few months before.the next meetmgh?
the General Assembly, when a terse resolution was sent by 8}130
explaining why it could not indorse the proposed fund. The b;o
Gymanva instructed its commissioners to the General Assembly

of 1904 to report that:

“Ohio cannot conclude to move forward with the fund because no
definite objective is announced.”
In this brief report, the Ohio Gymanva sta.ted the‘ ‘principal reasog
for the failure of the proposition of raising a Ce.ntury _Fund
thank offering. The General Assembly of 1904, in session at
Venedocia, Ohio, concluded that:

“In view of the fact that there was no consensus of opinion with
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respect to the Century Fund on the part of the gymanvas, it is advisa~ }

ble to suspend the matter for the present.”

The causes which militated against the success of the fund may 4
be briefly stated: First, no specific objective was stated as a goal. }
Secondly, the amount proposed as a fund was too small to challenge
the real interest of the gymanvas. Thirdly, there was no organized §
plan prepared for carrying on a campaign of soliciting subscrip- 3
tions for the fund. Fourthly, when the General Assembly invited )
the various gymanvas to suggest the use to which the fund should
be applied, it opened wide a door for too great a diversity of }

opinions and a consequent disagreement.

OneE Hunprep Trousanp Dorrar Funp

John C. Jones, D.D., was elected moderator of the General
Assembly of 1913, which convened at Utica, New York. When 3}
overtures were presented and letters were read, Dr. Jones asked
for the privilege of presenting a personal matter to the attention
of the Assembly. The privilege having been granted, Dr. Jones, in 3

his inimitable way, submitted a proposition “for raising a special

fund of one hundred thousand dollars for mission work, during

the next three years.” The proposal by Dr. Jones was referred to
the Committee on Missions. This committee subsequently re-
ported, recommending a hearty and enthusiastic acceptance of the
proposal for the raising of a one-hundred-thousand-dollar mission

fund during the next three years. It was provided that all who
subscribed to the fund were at liberty to specify, if they so desired, 4

to which fund—Home or Foreign Missions—they wished to have
their subscription applied. The moderator and clerk were authorized
to circularize the churches announcing the project, to secure a so-
licitor, and to complete all arrangements for securing the funds
under the care of the Mission Board.

The Board of Missions convened in special session at Columbus,
Ohio, on October 22, 1913. This meeting was concerned chiefly
with the task of planning ways and means for raising this one-
hundred-thousand-dollar fund. The treasurer of the General As-
sembly was made treasurer of the special fund. John C. Jones,
D.D., of Chicago, Illinois, moderator of the General Assembly, was
the Board’s choice for solicitor. The Board expressed the hope that
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The General Assembly closed its useful career on its golden
anniversary. The anniversary was celebrated with addresses by
several of its prominent men:

William E. Evans, D.D., of Mankato, Minnesota, the retiring
moderator: “The History of the Denomination in This Country.”

John C. Jones, D.D.: “The Ministry and the Music of the
Denomination.”

Joseph Roberts, D.D.: “The Literature of the Denomination.”

During the celebration of its fiftieth anniversary, in September,
1919, the General Assembly, which was organized in September,
1869, was dissolved, by the reading of the report of the Committee
on Union with the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America and the adoption of the report after careful and prayer-
ful consideration. A committee was appointed to confer with the
permanent committee of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America in the matter of union.

Viewed historically, there can be no question as to the essential
value of the General Assembly and its genuine usefulness in lead-
ership in summing up, for united effort, the many worth-while
projects undertaken by the six gymanvas of the denomination in
America. Such matters as purchasing The Friend and making it

the official organ of the Church in America; coordinating the
missionary enterprise—bringing the missionary work of all
gymanvas into one cooperative effort; reducing to a uniform
scheme, more or less, the rules of the various gymanvas relating
to candidates for the ministry and the ordaining of men as minis-
ters of the gospel; giving its support and directing influence in
matters of education and Sunday School work—these and many
other projects which the General Assembly aided with efficient
leadership and wise counsel demonstrate its unrivaled usefulness
as an institution of the Church. It served as the heart of the

organic body and pumped into the body new blood which coursed

through its arteries, through the gymanvas into the presbyteries,
and through the presbyteries into the veins of individual churches;
it penetrated every cell; it codrdinated the work of every member.

It added order, strength, and dignity to the operation of the entire

Church in America.
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MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Place Date Moderator
Columbus, Ohio  Sept., 18 Rev. Willi C]"k.
Psburgh P S0, 10 R Willam Ry R D5 G E R
Racine, Wis. « Lo N:l:;', :g;/; ll%ev. }V;’llllam Roberts Mr.T.L. Hughes .. . e .
Hyde Park, Pa,  Sepy’ 180 Ll W(i)l‘ivic“ l;gwi’en Rev. M. A, Ellis OMPARATIVELY fev.v ministers of the Calvinistic Methodist
Chicago, II. Sept. 1827 Rew. Reesag, anc; erts ll{i«:v. ’Ih‘d A.Ellis Church in America in the early decades were college bred.
g::ail;.g;ﬁo Oct., 1880 Rev. Thomas Roberts R:\‘r, J:;n?e'sl}z‘;:it A large percentage of them, however, were well-informed
Milwaukee, Wis. g:st-, :g:g gev. g H.Humphrey  Rev. H. P. Howell men, and some were well educated. Theirs was the school of ex-
' D ev. T. J. Phillips Rev. William Machno perience, and they acquired their knowledge by self-discipline
IVYtlilcl::sf?a{rre’Pa' Sept., 1889  Rev. T. C. Davies Re{,m}esR Jones and diligent application. Many of them accumulated large libraries
Minn;ap;lis', gcl;st-, :392 ll%cv. Joscph Roberts  Rev. Edward Roberts of select books, which were bought after scrupulous saving of
Minn. - 1895 Rev. J. R. Daniel Rev. John Hammond their hard-earned money. The money came, not from compensa-
go‘::gl::sw?:lo iept., 1898 Rev. John R. Jones Rev. David Edwards tiqns ma..de by chur-ch.es for preaching t.he gospel, but from the
Venedocia, Ohio A:g: ;gg: ﬁ::lv-axﬁh D;wcs Rev. Joshua T. Evans daily toil of the ministers themselves in manual labor of one
Wilkes-Barre,Pa.  Sept., 1907 Rev. Dan;:FlT}.;,E::ns g‘“’- J. R. Johns form or another. Many of the ministers were farmers; others
Cotter, Iowa Aug, 1910 Mr. T. Solomon Grif. R:: ;Zgi:aén ﬁ;ﬁ:“"’ - were skilled artisans who pursued their trade; while still others
Utica, N. Y. Sept., 1913 Re‘it.l}zhn C. Jone ) - were unskil-led labqrers. By dint ot: hard labor during the day and
Laltlei lfilrystal, Aug., 1916 Rev, William E. Eians %::vlgnge&:mi::m study at night, chleﬂy- of theological books, many qf these men
Racine, Wis. Sept., 1910 R T becamc.: preachers of high rank and of superior attainments, and
Columbus, Ohio Ma);’xg-gaxg, A;}’;gr‘::‘c’él;;:g‘md Rev. John O. Perry some indeed became masters of assemblies. These men, thus
ng diligent on week days and week nights, preached twice or three

Tr
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times on Sundays, for little or no compensation from the churches,
for a period of years. In time the churches felt able to furnish

a modest stipend.!

:g:z: :ggg ;}: m::-l;’au_ghan Racine, Wisconsin
. av) . . . . .
1889-1901  Mr. T. Solome I:sGriﬂiths Sg_l:;n}:m, V}‘_’l:c}:)nsm Their own experience demonstrated to these early faithful
:90!::9;34 gon. J. C. Jones Oak ﬁmfghif’ servants of the Church the value of an education. They were per-
904-1919 . J. Jones, M. D. Oak Hill, Ohio suaded that the ministry in the future must have educational
TREASURERs OF THE WELsH Mission Boaro AFTER UnioN v 1920 opportunities, and soon the subject of education became one of
;g;,;lg“ 11:44: era‘; J; 'fa'}Jones Columbus, Ohio ;n;raialc::sern to the Church and was widely discussed in the

« T. Webster Jones Columbus, Ohio :

In the January number of The Friend for 1853 there appeared

an article on the subject of education in general. In it the writer
assailed the Welsh in America for lack of interest in educational
matters generally. He referred to the members of the Welsh clergy
as pious, faithful, and useful men; many of them were influential

* One such church, in the early 1850’, remitted to its preachers on the cir-
cuit twelve and one half cents per sermon for their services.
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