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NEW CHAIRMAN
N ew  chairm an A t the A G M  w e re luctan tly accep ted  the resignation  o f  

R ichard  P ress, and  w ere  p leased  to  elect, unan im ously ,
T hanks to  R ichard  Press D eborah  F isher as our new  chairm an.

M em bersh ip D eborah , orig inally from  P ort T albot, has lived  in  C o lw inston  
since 1998. She read  F rench  and Latin  at S t H ilda's C o llege

A m ericans in  C ow bridge O xford, in  the 1970s and  then spent a year at the C o llege o f  
L ibrariansh ip  W ales. She has w orked  as a librarian , a  com puter

B ook L aunch program m er, system s analyst and  as a part-tim e w riter. She 
has b een  in v o lved  in  h e lp in g  to  ru n  th e C o w b rid ge

'A nne N eville , P rincess o f  
W ales'

M useum , an d  is  a lso  an  am ateu r a rch aeo lo g ist.

A m o n g  the b o o ks she h as w ritten  are  'W h o 's  W h o  in  W elsh  
H isto ry ' (1997), 'P rin cesses o f  W ale s ' (2005) an d  'P rin ces o f  
W a le s ' (fo rth com ing). H er ta lk  o n  A n n e  N eville , P r in cess  o f  
W ales w as g iv en  to  th e S o c ie ty  a t the 2005  A G M , an d  w e  
are  p leased  to  be ab le  to  p rin t it  in  th is n ew sle tte r.

MEMBERSHIP

RICHARD PRESS
R ichard  w as our first C hairm an , and  has been  a  d iligent, h ard - 
w ork ing  an d  unassum ing leader. H is m eetings have been  short 
and  to the point, h is sense o f  h um our unfailing. H is energy 
and  his com m on sense w ill be sorely m issed , b u t w e are g lad  
that he and  M arion  w ill continue to  b e  m em bers o f  the

M em bersh ip  o f  the Society, 
starting in  A p ril each  year, costs 
£3 pa. C heques shou ld  be m ade 
payab le to  C owbridge R ecord  
Society and  pa id  to  K eith  Jo n es, 
R uthyn  Fach , R uth in , S t M ary 
H ill, B ridgend , C F 72 5EB. 
M em bersh ip  m eans two 
new sletters a  year, tw o m eetings 
a  year, and  d iscounts on  our 
publications.

Society.

R ichard 's va led ictory talk, g iven  at the last A G M , w as on his 
experiences as a  boarder at C ow bridge G ram m ar School. T h is 
w as a  stim ulating and  am using  h a lf  hour w h ich  p rom pted  
m any questions; I hope to  be ab le to p rin t a version  o f  h is ta lk  
in  a  forthcom ing new sletter.

AGM
W e w elcom e R oger B ird  to m em bersh ip  o f  the C om m ittee. A  
founder m em ber o f  the Society, he has also donated  a num ber 
o f  item s to  the Society's archives.



AMERICANS IN COWBRIDGE: 
ABOUT 1780

It is alw ays p leasing  w h en  one can  fit in  a coup le o f  
p ieces o f  the increasing ly  com plex  jigsaw  o f  local 
h istory. A  recen t conversation  w ith  B rian  Jam es 
abo ut O ld H all has he lped  m e to do just that — 
though  o f  course , for B rian  it w as a portion  o f  the 
jigsaw  that he had  com pleted  m an y years earlier!

In  H opkin -Jam es's O ld  C ow bridge, there is a detailed 
m en tion  o f  som e o f  the loyalists w h o  returned  to 
B rita in  during  the W ar o f  A m erican  Independence. 
A m o n g these w as “an  em in en t M assachusetts 
L oyalist in  the person  o f  W illiam  B row ne o f  Salem , 
som etim e representative in  the G eneral A ssem bly 
and  judge o f  the Superio r C ourt” . H e had been  a JP  
in  Salem , and in  1762 w as elected  to the 
M assachusetts H ouse o f  R epresen tatives; he becam e 
C o llector o f  C ustom s in  1764 and  a C o lonel in  the 
M assachusetts M ilitia. H e had  no  sym pathy for the 
B oston  T ea  P arty faction , and  left B oston for 
L on don  an d  exile in  1776.

T his m ust have been  the W illiam  B row n w h o  took a 
lease on  O ld  H all in  1778, the lease w h ich  has g iven  
us a  really detailed  inven tory o f  the layou t and  the 
furn ish ings o f  O ld  H all a t the tim e (hard ly the 'sm all 
house' m en tioned  in  the D ictionary o f  N ational 
B iography). B row ne - and  his w ife R uth  - stayed in  
C ow bridge a t least tw o years, and  w as v isited  at O ld 
H all by the also -ex iled  G overnor H utch inson  o f  
M assachusetts. T h e latter inv ited  B row ne's son, also 
W illiam , to  L ondon  to  be m easured  for his un iform  
prio r to his jo in ing  the 58th R egim ent o f  F oot in 
1779. L ater that year, or in  Jan u ary  1780, a daughter 
w as b o m  an d  on Jan u ary  23 1780, H oly Cross 
C hurch  saw  the bap tism  o f  M ary ,  the daughter o f  
W illiam  and R uth  B row ne. B row ne and his fam ily 
left C ow bridge in  1781 on  his appo in tm ent as 
G overnor o f  B erm uda.

B row ne's close friend R ichard  Saltonstall, descended 
from  Puritan  stock , apparen tly  took a  room  at a 
C ow bridge in n  to  en joy B row ne's com pany; w e are 
un likely to  find out w h eth er it w as the B ear or the 
M ason 's A rm s, o r any o ther inn , w h ich  benefited  
from  this stay. A t the sam e tim e there resided in 
C ow bridge Sam uel M ather, accord ing  to H opkin- 
Jam es the ch ie f  c lerk  o f  C ustom s at Boston , and the 
nephew  o f  G overnor H utchinson. So far there does 
n o t seem  to  be any in form ation  about w here he 
stayed, b u t ano ther A m erican , Jo h n  M urray, is

recorded  in  both  L and  T ax  and  B urgage ren t 
assessm ents as b e in g  the occup ier o f  85-7 E astgate. 
T h e  m ore yo u  lo o k  at this th ree-sto rey bu ild ing, 
w ith  its sizeab le garden , the m ore im pressive it 
becom es; in  the late-eigh teen th  century it w o u ld  
have been  an em inen tly  suitab le residence for a 
prosperous i f  ex iled  loyalist fam ily.

I look  forw ard  to find ing ou t m ore abo ut these 
short-term  C ow bridge residents.

JA

BOOK LAUNCH
T h e A ubreys o f  L lan trithyd  have p layed  a large part 
in  the life o f  the central v a le  o f  G lam organ , and  w e 
in  C ow bridge have had  strong connections w ith  the 
fam ily. It w as S ir L eo line Jen k in s , the 'second 
founder' o f  the G ram m ar Schoo l, w h o  w as a tutor 
to the A ubreys during the C iv il W ar, w h ile  the first 
o f  the E dm ondes fam ily to  live in  O ld  H all had  
been  the stew ard  o f  the A ubreys.

Ju s t  before L eo line Jen k in s  cam e to L lan trithyd  
P lace , S ir T hom as A ubrey w as the head  o f  the 
househo ld , and  D r L loyd  B ow en  o f  C ard iff 
U niversity has done som e invaluab le research  in to  
the househo ld  in  the 1620s and  1630s, w h ich  is  now  
to be pub lished  b y  the South  W ales R eco rd  Society.

W e are delighted that F am ily a n d  S ociety in  E arly  
S tua rt G lam organ ; th e h ou seh o ld  a ccou n ts o f  S ir  T hom as 
A u b rey o f  L la n trith yd  is to be launched  in  C ow bridge 
Lesser H all on  Friday Ju ly  28 th at 7 .30pm , w ith  a talk 
b y  D r L loyd  B ow en. A ll m em bers o f  C ow bridge 
R ecord  Society and/or C ow bridge L o ca l H istory 
society are co rd ially inv ited  to attend. It w ill be a 
chance for our m em bers to  b u y a copy a t South  
W ales R eco rd  Society m em bers' rates, ie for £ 15 
in stead  o f  £20.

P lease respond to  the enclosed  flyer to  the 
T reasurer, South  W ales R eco rd  Society, 1 F ields 
Park A ve., N ew port, N P 20 5B G  (and n o t to us!)



ANNE NEVILLE, PRINCESS OF WALES
So m e o f  yo u  m ay  b e  w o n d erin g  w h a t co n n ec tio n  th ere  co u ld  be b e tw een  a m ed iev a l q u een  
o f  E n g lan d  an d  a  to w n  in  sou th  W ales. O thers o f  yo u  w ill b e  aw are  o f  th e lin k s  b e tw een  
A n n e  N ev ille  an d  the ch urch es o f  C o w b rid ge . B ecau se  th is ta lk  w as g iv en  to  a m ee tin g  o f  
the C o w b rid ge  R eco rd  So c ie ty , it  tries to  focus on  illu s tra tin g  h o w  re co rd s  co n tr ib u te  to  o u r 
u n d erstan d in g  o f  h e r life  an d  h e r co n n ectio n  w ith  us. It a im s to sh o w  that, n o t o n ly  can  
reco rd s te ll us a lo t ab o u t th e p ast, b u t the ab sen ce  o f  reco rds can  affec t o u r v iew  o f  p ast 
even ts.

A n n e  N ev ille  d ied  a t the age o f  28 . In  h e r tim e, she h e ld  the tides o f  P rin cess o f  W a le s , 
D u ch ess  o f  G lo u cester , an d  Q u een  o f  E n g lan d , in  th a t o rder. She h ad  an  ev en tfu l life  by 
m o st p eo p le 's  s tan d ard s, y e t w e  kn o w  v e ry  little ab o u t her, as is the case  w ith  m an y  o f  the 
m ed iev a l q u een s o f  E n g lan d . So m e w o u ld  say th is is  o n ly  to b e  ex p ec ted , as th e q u een  
co nso rts had  n o  sh are  in  g o v ern in g  the k ingdom . B u t w e  kn o w  th a t som e o f  th em  h ad  a 
v e ry  stro n g  in flu en ce , an d  th is w as also  the case w ith  A nne.

T h e o n ly  p ic tu re  o f  A n n e  th at is an yw h ere  n ear co n tem p o rary  is from  the R o us R o ll, w h ich  
is  a  g en ea lo g ica l reco rd  o f  h e r fam ily . O n e o f  th e m o st u se fu l sources o f  h is to r ic a l 
k n o w led ge  for the p ast 150 years  has b een  the p h o to grap h , b u t in  m id -15 th  cen tu ry  
E n g lan d , n o t o n ly  d id  th ey  no t have p h o to grap h y , they d id n 't even  h av e  p ro p er p o rtra itu re . 
I f  yo u  go  to  the N atio n a l P o rtra it G a lle ry , yo u 'll find  th at th e ir p o rtra its  o f  m o n arch s o n ly  
b eg in  w ith  E d w ard  IV . T h e p a in tin g  o f  h im  is one o f  the first th a t b ears  an y  sugg estio n  o f  
b e in g  true to  life . W o m en  w o u ld  have to  w a it a  few  years  lo n ger to  be co n sid e red  im p o rtan t 
en o u gh  fo r th e ir ap p earan ce  to  b e  reco rd ed  w ith  any care.

A n n e  w as b o m  a t W arw ick  C astle  on  Ju n e  1 1th, 1456. She w as the seco n d  ch ild  o f  R ich ard  
N ev ille . E arl o f  W arw ick , w h o m  w e  kn ow  as "the K in gm aker" . R ich ard  cam e b y  the t id e  o f  
E arl o f  W arw ick  th ro ugh  his w ife , A n n e  B eau ch am p , w h o  w as th e d au gh ter o f  the p rev ious 
earl, R ich ard  B eau ch am p . T h a t m igh t be regard ed  as go o d  lu ck , b u t it  w as  R ich ard  N ev ille 's  
b a d  lu ck  that, like  h is fa th er-in -law , he h ad  no  sons to  succeed  h im . H e h ad  o n ly  tw o 
d augh ters , Isab e l an d  A n n e.

N ev ille  w as a  v e ry  w ea lth y , p o w erfu l m an . In  h is ow n  righ t, he w as E arl o f  S a lisb u ry , an d  his 
tw o earldom s b ro u gh t h im  v a s t esta tes  (in c lud ing  the lo rd sh ip  o f  G lam o rgan ). H e o w n ed  
sev era l ca s tles ; o n e o f  h is favo urites  w as M id d leh am  in  the n o rth  o f  E n g lan d , an d  th is  w as 
w h ere  h is ch ild ren  sp en t a lo t o f  th e ir tim e. W h en  the tw o  g irls  w ere  b o rn , K in g  H en ry  V I 
w as on  the th rone. H en ry  w as co n sid e red  a w eak  k ing . A lth o u gh  he w as k in g  from  th e age 
o f  n ine m o n th s, the co un try  w as ru n  b y  regen ts u n til he cam e o f  age. H e then  m arried  
M arga re t o f  A n jo u , w h o  w o u ld  g a in  the n ickn am e, "T he T igress o f  F ran ce" , fo r h e r ro le  in  
the W ars  o f  the R oses. T h ey  h ad  o n ly  one ch ild  - E d w ard , P rin ce o f  W ale s , u su a lly  kn o w n  as 
E d w ard  o f  W estm in ste r , to  d ifferen tia te  h im  from  a ll th e  o th er E dw ards th a t w ere  aro un d  at 
the tim e.

O ne o f  th o se o th er E dw ards w as E dw ard , E arl o f  M arch , the e ld est son  o f  the D u ke o f  
Y ork . T h e D u k e  o f  Y o rk , w h o  h ap p en ed  to be an  u n cle  o f  R ich ard  N ev ille 's  w ife , h ad  a 
s tro n g  c la im  to  the th ro n e , and  u n til the b irth  o f  the P rin ce o f  W a le s , h e  h ad  h o p ed  to  b e  
n ex t in  lin e  a fte r  H en ry  V I. B y  the tim e E d w ard  o f  W estm in ste r w as b o rn , K in g  H en ry  w as
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a lread y  in  th e g rip  o f  m en ta l illn ess , an d  there  w ere  rum ours f ly in g  aro un d  th a t the ch ild  
w asn 't re a lly  h is. T h e  Y o rk ists  to o k  up  arm s ag a in st the k in g , and  th is w as the b eg in n in g  o f  
the W ars  o f  the R o ses . A t  the B attle  o f  N o rth am p to n  in  1460 , the Y o rk ists  w e re  v ic to rio us 
an d  th ey  to o k  the k in g  p riso n er an d  fo rced  h im  to agree  to  d is in h erit h is o w n  so n  an d  m ake 
the D u ke o f  Y o rk  h is heir.

M arga re t o f  A n jo u , the q u een , w asn 't h av in g  an y  o f  th is. She ra ised  an  arm y o f  h er ow n , and  
d efea ted  Y o rk  la te r  in  the sam e year. T h e  D u ke o f  Y o rk  w as k illed , w h ich  m ad e h is son , 
E d w ard , E ar l o f  M arch , the Y o rk is t c la im an t to  the th ro ne. T h is  is  re a lly  w h ere  the 
k in g m ak in g  ab ilitie s  o f  the E arl o f  W arw ick  (R ichard  N ev ille ) cam e in to  p lay . H e w as 32 
years  o ld  a t the tim e, an d  he w en t in to  ex ile  a lo n g  w ith  the yo u n g  E arl o f  M arch , w h o  w as 
o n ly  18. T h e  D u ke o f  Y o rk  h ad  had  sev era l sons. O n e o f  th em  w as k illed  a lo n g  w ith  his 
fa th er a t  th e  B attle  o f  W ak efie ld , b u t th ere  w ere  tw o  yo u n ger sons, G eo rge an d  R ichard . 
T h ey  cam e u n d er the p ro tectio n  o f  the E arl o f  W arw ick  an d  w en t in to  h is h o u seh o ld . In  the 
m ean tim e , th e ir  e ld er b ro th er, d esp ite  h is yo u th , sh o w ed  h im se lf  to be a m ilita ry  gen iu s , and  
w ith  W arw ick 's  h e lp  h e  b ecam e K in g  E d w ard  IV  o f  E ng lan d . H en ry  V I w as f in a lly  d ep o sed  
an d  p u t in to  co n fin em en t, an d  Q ueen  M arga re t an d  her son  escap ed  to  F rance .

So  a t M id d leh am  C astle w e have four ch ild ren  g ro w in g  up: G eo rge , D u ke o f  C la ren ce , 
aged  e leven , h is b ro th e r R ich ard , aged  e igh t, an d  W arw ick 's  tw o dau gh ters , Isab e l N ev ille , 
aged  n in e , an d  A n n e , aged  four. W h at do  y o u  th in k  h ap p en ed ?

T h e p o in t ab o u t th is is  th a t w e  have no  id ea  w h a t h ap p en ed  d u rin g  tho se years . C h ild ren 's  
ac tiv ities  w ere  n o t ca refu lly  reco rded , there w ere  no  sch o o l p h o to grap h s, no  co n certs  to  be 
v id eo -reco rd ed , an d  m o st o f  the tim e w e  can 't even  be sure w h o  w as w h ere . W e can  o n ly  
su rm ise  th a t the four ch ild ren  b ecam e c lo se  friends.

So  far, so  go o d  fo r the E arl o f  W arw ick . H e w as w e ll in  w ith  the n ew  yo u n g  k ing . It w as  a 
few  years  b efo re  K in g  E d w ard  started  to  w an t to  be free o f  the E arl's  in flu en ce . O ne o f  the 
first s igns o f  th is w as  w h en  E d w ard , kn o w in g  th at W arw ick  w as n ego tia tin g  fo r h im  to 
m arry  a fo re ign  p rin cess , g o t secre tly  m arried  to  an  E ng lish  w id o w , E liz ab e th  W o o d v ille , 
w h o se  fam ily  h ad  b een  L anca str ian  sup porters  in  the recen t w ar! T h in gs  g o t w o rse , as the 
W o o d v ille  fam ily  to o k  o v er p ro m in en t p o sitio n s a t co urt an d  W arw ick  w as s idelin ed .

In 1469 , the k in g 's  b ro th er, G eo rge , D u ke o f  C la ren ce , m arried  Isab e l N ev ille , h is ch ild h o o d  
co m p an io n . L ik e  W arw ick , he w as g ro w in g  a litt le  tired  o f  the k in g  an d  h is n ew  in -law s. So 
he ag reed  w h en  W arw ick  suggested  th at th ey  sh o u ld  a ll go  to  F ran ce  an d  find  M arga re t o f  
A n jo u . T h is  w as th e o n e  an d  on ly tim e th at W arw ick  tu rned  coat. H e w en t to  M arga re t an d  
o ffered  to  h e lp  h er g e t  h er husband 's th ro n e back . H en ry V I w as in  Y o rk ist h an d s, b u t th is 
d id n 't re a lly  m atter , as M argare t's  m ain  co n cern  w as to  g e t h e r son 's in h e ritan ce  b ack . She 
d id n 't tru st W arw ick , an d  as p ro o f o f  go o d  faith  she in s is ted  th at h e  go  b ack  to  E n g lan d  an d  
g e t th e th ro n e b ack  b efo re  she and  her son  fo llow ed . In  re tu rn , she ag reed  to  h is p ro p o sa l that 
h er son , E d w ard  o f  W estm in ste r , aged  seven teen , shou ld  m arry  W arw ick 's  d au gh ter , A n n e , 
w h o  w as n o w  ab o u t fourteen .

T h is  is  w h e re  th e lack  o f  reco rd s , co m b in ed  w ith  o u r la ck  o f  u n d erstan d in g  o f  th e p e rio d , 
aga in  m ak es it  d iff icu lt fo r us to  kn ow  w h a t w as g o in g  on. W e are no t sure w h en  the 
m arriage  to o k  p lace , b u t a fte r D ecem b er 1470 A n n e w as m arried  to the P rin ce  o f  W a le s ,
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m ak in g  her P rin cess  o f  W ales. O r w as she? It's n o t c lear w h e th er the ce rem o n y  th a t to o k  
p lace  w as a w ed d in g  o r ju s t a betro tha l. E ven  i f  the reco rds w ere  m o re  co m p le te , w e  co u ld  
n o t n ece ssa r ily  b e  sure o f  the an sw er, b ecau se  a  p ro m ise  to  m arry  so m eo n e w as reg a rd ed  as 
leg a lly  b in d in g . W e  d o n 't k n o w  w h e th e r it  w as a  m arriage , o r ju st an  a rran gem en t th a t 
M arga re t o f  A n jo u  co u ld  ge t o u t o f  la ter i f  W arw ick  d id n 't co m e up w ith  the go o d s. W e 
d o n 't kn o w  w h e th e r the m arriage , i f  i t  w as  o n e , w as ev er co n su m m ated . A n d  th ere  is  no  
reco rd  o f  A n n e  b e in g  ca lled  P rin cess o f  W a le s , so w e  d o n 't kn o w  w h e th e r she u sed  th e  title. 
A n d  i f  she d id n 't, it  w o u ld n 't b e  so su rp ris in g , b ecau se  the title  o f  P rin ce  o f  W a le s  h ad  o n ly  
b een  h e ld  b y  fo u r p rin ces b e fo re  E d w ard  o f  W estm in ste r - it  w as  still n o t au to m atic  - an d  
the title  o f  P rin cess  o f  W ales  had  o n ly  b een  h e ld  b y  one w o m an  b efo re  A n n e .

L et's  assum e A n n e  w a s  P rincess o f  W ales  w h en  the n ew s reach ed  F ran ce  th a t h er fa ther, the 
E arl o f  W arw ick , h ad  d efea ted  K in g  E d w ard  IV  in  b attle  an d  h ad  re sto red  K in g  H en ry  V I 
to  th e th ro ne. E d w ard  IV  h ad  b een  fo rced  to  flee the co un try , an d  it  w as  safe  fo r M arga re t 
o f  A n jo u , to ge th er w ith  h e r son  and  d au gh ter-in -law , to  return .

N o t ev ery th in g  w as g o in g  acco rd in g  to p lan . W arw ick 's  o th er so n -in -law , G eo rge , D u k e  o f  
C la ren ce , h ad  d ese rted  h im . It h ad  sud d en ly  d aw n ed  o n  C la ren ce  th at, i f  th e  L an castr ian s  go t 
b ack  on  the th ro n e , he w as n ev e r ac tu a lly  g o in g  to  b e  k in g  h im self, w h ereas  i f  h e  w en t b ack  
o v er to  h is b ro th er 's  s id e , he w o u ld  a t le ast h av e  som e stand in g . F u rth erm o re , W arw ick , 
desp ite  h is ex p erien ce , w asn 't a g re a t d ip lo m at. B y  accep tin g  F ren ch  h e lp , h e  h ad  tu rn ed  the 
B u rgu n d ian s aga in st h im , an d  it  w as to  B u rgu n d y , w h ere  h is s ister w as d u ch ess , th a t E d w ard  
IV  w en t. E d w ard  IV  g o t b ack  to  E n g lan d  b efo re  M arga re t o f  A n jo u , an d  w h en  the 
L an castr ian  ro ya l p arty  a rr iv ed , th ey w ere  g ree ted  w ith  th e new s th a t th e E arl o f  W arw ick , 
w h o m  th ey 'd  b een  re ly in g  on , w as d ead , an d  H en ry V I w as b ack  in  p riso n  - w h e re  he d id n 't 
la s t long .

Im ag in e  w h a t th is m u st h av e  b een  like  for A n n e . B u t w e  d o n 't k n o w  h o w  she reacted . In  
fact, w e  d o n 't k n o w  exac tly  w h ere  she w as in  th e p e rio d  afte r she re tu rn ed  to  E n g lan d . A t 
the B attle  o f  T ew k esb u ry , on  the 4 th o f  M ay 1471 , E d w ard  o f  W estm in ste r  w as k illed  - the 
o n ly  P rin ce  o f  W a le s  ever to  be k illed  in  battle . O r w as he? A c tu a lly , so m e say th a t h e  w as 
k illed  a ft e r  th e  b a ttle , w h en  m an y o f  h is arm y to o k  re fu ge in s id e  T ew k esb u ry  A b b ey  an d  w ere  
s lau gh tered  b y  the Y o rk ists . It's sa id  th a t A n n e  an d  h e r m o th er-in -law  to o k  re fu ge  in  a 
re lig io us h o u se , p o ss ib ly  M alv ern  P rio ry , w h ich  has a  w in d o w  g iv en  b y  A n n e  an d  h e r seco n d  
h u sb an d , b u t th ere  is  no  p ro o f  o f  h e r h av in g  b een  th ere , o n ly  o ra l trad itio n  an d  som e 
g en era lly  u n re liab le  w ritten  sources. I f  it's  true , it  go es som e w ay  to  ex p la in in g  h e r la te r 
in te res t in  re lig io u s foundations.

A n d  then  she d isap p ears  a lto geth er. T h e  n ex t tim e A n n e surfaces in  the reco rd s is in  1472, 
an d  b y  th en  she has re -m arried , an d  her n ew  h u sb an d  is n o n e o th er th an  h e r ch ild h o o d  
co m p an io n , R ich ard , D u ke o f  G lo ucester. W e kn o w  th ey  w ere  m arried  in  1472 , b u t w e do n 't 
kn ow  ex ac tly  w h en  th e ir son , E d w ard  - an o th er E d w ard  - w as b o rn , a lth o u gh  w e  do  kn o w  
th at he w as b o rn  a t M id d leh am  C astle, h en ce  he is re fe rred  to  as E d w ard  o f  M id d leh am .

W h at w as A n n e  d o in g  in  the fourteen  m on th s be tw een  the en d  o f  h er first m arriage  an d  the 
b eg in n in g  o f  h e r  seco n d  one? T h e  s to ry  th a t has g ro w n  up  m ay  h av e  a g ra in  o f  tru th  in  it, 
b u t is n o t sup p o rted  b y  an y  o ffic ia l reco rds. A n n e  w as b ro u gh t to  L o n d o n  in  the tra in  o f  her 
v ic to rio u s b ro th er- in -law , E d w ard  IV . T h ere 's  no  reaso n  to  th in k  she w as ill- tre a ted  o r even
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treated  as a  p riso n er. A lth o u gh  she w as W arw ick 's  d au gh ter-in -law  an d  the w id o w  o f  H en ry  
V I's son  an d  h e ir , she w as a lso  a lo n g -stan d in g  frien d  o f  the fam ily , an d  h e r s is ter w as 
m arried  to  the k in g 's  b ro ther. It's p o ss ib le  th a t A n n e  h ad  n ev e r b een  h ap p y  as th e w ife  o f  
the P rin ce  o f  W ale s . Im ag in e h av in g  M arga re t o f  A n jo u  as a m o th er-in -law ! E ven  i f  she h ad  
lo v ed  h er first h u sb an d , she w as p ro b ab ly  re liev ed  a t see in g  tho se fam ilia r  faces , th e  fam ily  
o f  th e D u ke o f  Y o rk .

W h at is  sa id  to  h ave h ap p en ed  is  th a t she ran  aw ay  from  her b ro th er- in -law , G eo rge , D u ke 
o f  C laren ce . It's kn o w n  fo r ce rta in  th a t C la ren ce  an d  h is yo u n gest b ro th er, R ich ard , D u ke o f  
G lo u cester , w ere  n o t on  go o d  term s. T h ey  w ere  jo ck ey in g  for p o sitio n . C la ren ce  h ad  b een  
d is lo ya l to  h is b ro th er, bu t, lik e  the P ro d iga l Son , he h ad  re tu rn ed  to  th e fo ld . It m u st h ave 
seem ed  h a rd  to  R ich ard , w h o  h ad  stood  b y  E d w ard  th ro ugh  th ick  an d  th in , th a t C la ren ce  
sh o u ld  rece ive  a  sh are  o f  the rew ard s. B u t there  w as m o re  to  it  th an  that. B ecau se  W arw ick  
w as  d ead , h is in h e r itan ce , an d  the estates o f  h is w ife  A n n e  B eau ch am p  (w ho w as s till a live  a t 
th is tim e), p assed  jo in tly  to  his daugh ters  an d  th e ir husb an ds. Isab e l N ev ille  w as m arried  to  
C la ren ce  an d  th ey  h ad  ch ild ren , th erefo re  C la ren ce  s to o d  to  g a in  i f  an y th in g  h ap p en ed  to 
Isab e l's  sister, A n n e . H o w ev er, he h ad  ev ery th in g  to  lo se  i f  A n n e  d ec id ed  to  m arry  h is 
b ro th er, R ich ard , w h o  w as  a lread y  h is g re a te st r iva l. W e  d o n 't k n o w  w h e th e r R ich ard  an d  
A n n e  h ad  b een  c lo se  w h en  th ey  w ere  yo u n ger, b u t it  w o u ld  seem  a reaso n ab le  id ea  for them  
to  m arry , an d  w e  can  u n d erstan d  w h y  C la ren ce  m igh t h ave  k id n ap p ed  her, w h ich  is  an o th er 
v e rs io n  o f  the sto ry . W h eth er he d id  th is o r w h e th e r she w as in  h id in g  from  h im , she is  sa id  
to  h av e  b een  d isco v ered  w o rk in g  as a  k itch en -m aid  in  L o n d o n , an d  re scu ed  - b y  R ich ard , 
D u ke o f  G lo u cester.

T h is  sup p o sed  ac t o f  h e ro ism  has b eco m e p art o f  the g re a t m yth  su rro u n d in g  R ich ard  III, 
ab o u t w h ich  I w o u ld  lik e  to  say so m eth in g , b u t n o t to o  m uch . R ich ard  III w as a  v ic tim  o f  
T u d o r p ro p agan d a . A fte r  H en ry  V II to o k  the th ro n e, he d id  h is b e s t to  m ak e  R ich ard  o u t to 
b e  an  u tte r  v illa in . H e d id n 't n eed  to  do h is ow n  d irty  w o rk , b ecau se  th ere  w ere  m an y  T u d o r 
sup p o rters  w h o  w ere  p rep ared  to  in v en t sto ries ab o u t R ich ard  in  o rd er to  w in  H enry 's  
favour. L a ter , th ey  w en t even  fu rther, an d  a lte red  h is p o rtra its  to  m ak e h im  lo o k  d efo rm ed , 
w h ich  in  th o se  days w o u ld  h av e  b een  co n sid ered  ev id en ce  o f  an  ev il ch arac ter. T h e one 
th in g  H en ry d id  do , w h ich  w o u ld  b ack fire  on  the T u d o rs  a lo n g  tim e a fte rw ard s , w as  to 
d estro y a lo t o f  th e reco rd s re la tin g  to  R ich ard 's  re ign .

B ecau se  th o se  reco rd s no  lo n ger ex ist, there are m an y th ings w e  can 't b e  su re  abo ut. W e 
d o n 't rea lly  kn o w , fo r exam p le , i f  i t  is true th at R ich ard  ex ecu ted  L o rd  H astin gs  w ith o u t tria l, 
as w as c la im ed  d u rin g  the T u d o r period . I f  th ere  h ad  b een  reco rd s o f  a tr ia l, it  m ig h t h ave 
show n  e ith e r o f  tw o  th ings: (1) th a t the ev id en ce  o f  treaso n  aga in st H astin gs w as 
co n sid e rab le , o r (2) th a t th e  ev id en ce  aga in st h im  w as n o n -ex isten t. H o w ev er, th e  ab sen ce  o f  
reco rd s d o es n o t p ro v e  th a t there w as no  trial.

N o w , in  the la s t f ifty  years  o r so , it  has b eco m e fash io n ab le  to  take the v iew  that, b ecau se  
th e T u d o rs  m ad e  up sto ries ab o u t R ich ard  III, he m u st th erefo re  h ave b een  in n o cen t o f  a ll 
the cr im es o f  w h ich  he w as accused . T h is  is n onsense . O ne o f  the th in gs p eo p le  fa il to 
u n d erstan d  is th a t the co n cep t o f  reco rd in g  h is to ry  accu ra te ly  is a re la tiv e ly  m o d em  one. 
M ed iev a l h is to rian s  w ere  n o t co n cern ed  w ith  the tru th ; they ju st w an ted  an  ex c it in g  story. 
T h e  w o rd  "h isto ria" , in  L atin , m ean s "a story" . F rom  the few  facts th a t are av a ilab le , w e 
k n o w  th a t R ich ard  III h ad  b y  far the b est m o tiv e  an d  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r m u rd erin g  h is tw o
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n ep h ew s, th e  P rin ces in  th e T o w er. It's a  m atte r o f  h isto rica l reco rd  th at th e ru m o u rs  o f  his 
h av in g  k illed  th em  w ere  c ircu la tin g  as ea rly  as Ja n u a ry  1484. T o  m e, th e m o st d am n in g  
ev id en ce  aga in st R ich ard  is that, d esp ite  kn o w in g  ab o u t these  rum o urs an d  p u b lic ly  d en y in g  
them , h e  m ad e  no  a ttem p t to  d isp rove th em  b y  a llo w in g  the bo ys to  b e  seen  in  p u b lic . T h ey  
w ere  n ever seen  a liv e  a fte r the au tu m n  o f  1483.

A n o th er th in g  th a t m an y  p eo p le  d o n 't u n d erstan d  is h o w  a k in g  w h o  is  reco rd ed  as h av in g  
b een  v e ry  p o p u la r in  parts  o f  th e co un try , p articu la r ly  the no rth , a m an  w h o  en d o w ed  p laces 
o f  w o rsh ip  an d  ed u ca tio n a l estab lish m en ts , co u ld  h ave done so m eth in g  as rep e llen t as to  k ill 
tw o  ch ild ren  w h o  w ere  re la ted  to  h im  ~ the sons o f  a b ro th er to  w h o m  h e w as  v e ry  clo se . 
T h e  p eo p le  k n o w n  as R icard ian s b e liev e  th a t R ich ard  w as a  go o d  m an , an d  th erefo re  he 
co u ld  n ev e r h av e  d o n e an y th in g  bad . B u t i f  w e  lo o k  at th e  ev id en ce  for a m o m en t, w e  see - 
an d  aga in  th is is a m atte r  o f  reco rd  - th a t R ich ard  h ad  a lread y  h ad  the tw o  p rin ces , h is 
b ro th er 's  ch ild ren , d ec la red  illeg itim ate , in  o rd er to  take the th ro ne from  them . R ich ard  
fo resaw  th a t h is n ep h ew , E d w ard  V , w o u ld  b e  e a s ily  in f lu en ced  b y  the W o o d v ille  fam ily , and  
th at the W o o d v ille s  w o u ld  p ro b ab ly  re sen t R ich ard  an d  try  to g e t  r id  o f  h im . So  h e  s tep p ed  
in  and  m ad e  sure o f  h is ow n  safety  and  th a t o f  h is fam ily . R easo n ab le  m o tiv es . O n ce  the 
b o ys  w ere  in  cap tiv ity , h e  h ad  a  p ro b lem , b ecau se  h is en em ies m igh t h av e  g o t h o ld  o f  th em  
an d  m ad e th em  in to  figu reh eads and  started  an o th er c iv il w ar. So  they h ad  to  be rem o ved . 
O f  co urse  R ich ard  d id n 't go  in to  th e T o w er o f  L o n d o n  an d  stran g le  th em  w ith  h is ow n  
hands. B u t there  w as n o  sh o rtage o f  p eo p le  w h o  w o u ld  h ave b een  p rep ared  to  do  it  fo r h im , 
and  h e  p ro b ab ly  d id n 't ev en  n eed  to  ask.

W e  can 't say w h a t h ap p en ed . W e  assum e th a t R ich ard 's  w ife , A n n e , d id n 't k n o w  m u ch  ab o u t 
it. F o r m o re th an  ten years , from  the tim e o f  th e ir m arriage  up to the sud d en  d ea th  o f  K in g  
E d w ard  IV  in  1483 , th ey  h ad  liv ed  q u ie tly , as D u ke an d  D u ch ess o f  G lo u cester, in  the no rth  
o f  E n g lan d , m a in ly  a t M id d leh am  C astle , the v e ry  p lace  w h ere  they sp en t th e ir  ch ild h o o d  
together. T h ey  h ad  a son  o f  th e ir ow n , w h o  h ad  b een  b o rn  there. I f  E d w ard  IV  h ad  liv ed  a 
litt le  lo n ge r, th ey  m igh t w e ll h av e  stayed  there.

E d w ard 's  d ea th  th rew  th e co un try  in to  tu rm o il, an d  it p u sh ed  A n n e  N ev ille  in to  the 
lim e ligh t. W e  d o n 't kn o w  w h a t k in d  o f  p erso n  she w as , b u t she d id n 't le ave  the stam p  o f  
her p e rso n a lity  on  th in gs, so  w e  m ak e the assum p tio n , p erh ap s w ro n g ly , th a t she w as 
qu iet, se lf-e ffac in g , p erh ap s shy, eas ily  p u sh ed  a ro u n d  and  taken  ad v an tage  of. W e can  
assum e th a t she w as h ap p y  w ith  her h u sb an d  and  th a t she lo v ed  h er fam ily . H er s ister, 
Isabe l, h ad  d ied  an d  Isabe l's  h u sb an d , the D u ke o f  C laren ce , h ad  b een  ex ecu ted  for 
treason . So  A n n e  w as re sp o n sib le  fo r the w e lfa re  o f  h er s ister's  ch ild ren  as w e ll as her 
ow n.

F o u n d in g  ch u rch es an d  co lleges w as all p art o f  the b u sin ess o f  b e in g  w ea lth y  an d  p o w erfu l. 
A n n e  N ev ille  is  su p p o sed  to h ave h ad  the to w er o f  L lan b le th ian  C h urch  bu ilt. She is  a lso  
sup p o sed  to  h av e  p a id  for the b u ild in g  o f  o f  the L lan q u ian  a is le  in  H o ly  C ro ss C h urch  in  
C o w b rid ge , an d  w e  k n o w  th at R ich ard  s ign ed  a ch arte r re la tin g  to th e ap p o in tm en t o f  a 
ch ap la in  fo r H o ly  C ross. D oes th is m ean  th at they ev er cam e h ere? I d o n 't th in k  so. I have 
n o t co m e acro ss an y  ev id en ce  th a t A n n e  N ev ille , e ith er as P rin cess o f  W ales  o r as Q u een  o f  
E n g lan d , ev er set fo o t in  W ales. I f  an yo n e know s o f  an y  such  ev id en ce , p lease  le t m e hear 
ab o u t it!

A m o n g st o th er th in gs, A n n e  h ad  in h erited  from  h er father the lo rd sh ip  o f  G lam o rgan , b u t it
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w as R ich ard  w h o  to o k  the title. P erhaps that's en o u gh  to  exp la in  w h y  th ey  to o k  an  in te res t 
in  the ch urch es o f  G lam o rgan . T h ey  to o k  an  in te rest in  m an y  o th er p laces . T h ey  fo u n d ed  o r 
resto red  ch u rch es a t B arn ard  C ast le an d  S h e r if f  H u tto n  in  the n o rth  o f  E n g lan d , an d  th ey  
w ere  gen ero u s b en efac to rs  o f  Y o rk  M inster. T h ey  w en t to C am b rid ge , w h ere  Q ueen s' 
C o llege , o rig in a lly  fo u n d ed  by M arga re t o f  A n jo u , w as re -en d o w ed  in  A n n e 's  nam e. In  
re tu rn , th ey  co u ld  b e  assu red  o f  h av in g  p rayers  sa id  for th em  in  these  p laces . B u t w h y  d id  
th ey  n eed  p rayers?  W as R ich ard  a  d ev o u t m an  w h o  rea lly  ca red  ab o u t th e ch u rch ? O r w as he 
ap p eas in g  h is co n sc ien ce?  P ard o n s co u ld  b e  b o u gh t an d  so ld  in  th e M id d le  A g es , an d  
en d o w in g  a  ch u rch  w o u ld  be en o u gh  to  save  yo u r so u l ev en  i f  yo u  h a d  m u rd ered  yo u r 
nephew s.

H o w ev er th ey  cam e b y  th e ir  p o s itio n  as k in g  an d  qu een , they d id n 't h ave lo n g  to  en jo y  it. 
A n n e  N ev ille  w as p ro b ab ly  a lread y  dying . S h e  is th o ugh t to  h ave h ad  tu b ercu lo sis . S h e  h ad  
o n ly  o n e  ch ild , h e r son  E d w ard , w h o  w as in v ested  as P rin ce  o f  W ales  in  S ep tem b er 1483.
H e d ied  o n ly  a  few  m o n th s later. T h e C ro y lan d  ch ro n ic le r says th a t "you  m ig h t h av e  seen  
h is fa th er an d  m o th er in  a sta te  a lm o st b o rd e r in g  on  m ad n ess  b y  reaso n  o f  th e ir  sud d en  
grie f. R ead in g  th a t is  th e  o n ly  tim e I 've ev er fe lt so rry  for R ich ard  III.

E d w ard  o f  M id d leh am  h ad  been  the h e ir  to  the th ro ne, an d  he w as rep laced  in  th a t ro le  b y  
an o th er E d w ard , h is first cousin . T h is  b o y , E d w ard , E arl o f  W arw ick , w as the son  o f  
G eo rge o f  C la ren ce  an d  Isabe l N ev ille , so he w as A n n e 's  n ep h ew  as w e ll as R ich ard 's . It's 
in te re s tin g  to  n o te  th a t, a lm o st as soon  as A n n e  d ied , R ich ard  n am ed  a  n ew  h e ir , an  ad u lt 
re la tio n , Jo h n  de la  P o le , E arl o f  L in co ln . H e h ad  p resu m ab ly  n am ed  E d w ard  in  o rd er to 
p lease  A n n e , o r m ayb e  she had  ta lked  h im  in to  it; b u t once the th rea t o f  a T u d o r in v as io n  
b ecam e rea l, he d id n 't th in k  it w o u ld  b e  w ise  to  h ave a ch ild  as h is heir.

A n n e  o n ly  su rv ived  h e r son  b y  11 m o n th s, an d  no  d o u b t h is d ea th  co n trib u ted  to  h er illness. 
She w as yo u n g  en o u gh  to h ave  an o th er ch ild , b u t the fact th a t she o n ly  h ad  th e o n e  suggests  
th a t th ere  w as so m e b as ic  w eakn ess  in  h e r co n stitu tio n . It b egan  to  be sa id , q u ite  o p en ly , 
th a t R ich ard  w as  p lan n in g  to  b u m p  h e r o f f  an d  w as in ten d in g  to  m arry  his n iece , E liz ab e th  
o f  Y o rk , in  h e r p lace . H ere 's  an o th er exam p le  o f  h o w  reco rds can  m is lead  th e m o d e m  m ind  
i f  w e  d o n 't re ad  th em  in  con tex t. A lth o u gh  the id ea  o f  m arry in g  one 's n iece  g iv es  u s  a  fee lin g  
o f  rev u ls io n , it  w o u ld  have been  co n sid ered  fine as lo n g  as the P o p e w as p rep ared  to  g iv e  a 
d isp en satio n . W e  d o n 't kn o w  w h e th e r he w o u ld  h ave , b u t w e  kn o w  th a t R ich a rd  d id n 't m ake 
a m o v e to  m arry  E liz ab e th  o f  Y o rk  a fte r  A n n e 's  death .

A n n e 's  d ea th  w as ex p ec ted , b u t d id  she d ie  o f  n a tu ra l causes, o r h ad  R ich ard  b een  p o iso n in g  
h e r o v er a lo n g  p e rio d , as the T ud o rs la te r  c la im ed ? U n lik e ly , I th ink . I f  w e  co m p are  her 
w ith  h er s ister, w h o  w as d ead  at 25 , w e see th a t the fam ily  co n stitu tio n  w asn 't ex ac tly  strong. 
I ll-h ea lth  w as p ro b ab ly  the reaso n  she d id n 't co n ce ive  aga in . F o r R ich ard  to  h av e  m u rd ered  
h er, h e  w o u ld  h av e  n eed ed  a m o tiv e , an d  th ere  is no  obv io us o n e ap a rt from  th e d esire  to  
m arry  aga in , w h ich  he m ad e no  serious a ttem p t to  do. H e d ied  n o t lo n g  a fte r h is w ife , a t the 
B attle  o f  B o sw o rth  F ie ld , an d  a W elsh m an , H en ry  T u d o r, b ecam e K in g  o f  E n g lan d . F o r 
m an y years , th ere  w as n o t ev en  a m em o ria l to  A n n e  N ev ille  in  W estm in ste r A b b ey , b u t 
ev en tu a lly  one w as erec ted  b y  the efforts o f  th e R ich ard  III Socie ty . So  th ey  h av e  d o n e som e 
g o o d  a fte r all.

Deborah Fisher
This is a version o f  the talk given by Deborah Fisher at the AGM ofA pril 2005
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