Issues of Cowbndge

grammar

IR, —The real issues in the educa-

tional controversy at Cowbridge

) are too important to be shelved

in favour of that age-old pastime, or

disease. of Wales — quarrelling
emotionally over the language.

No one, Welshman or not, should
be happy at the prospect of a bilin-
gual or Welsh school being introduced
anywhere, if there be a suspicion that
it is. being brought- in, not on the
merits of such schools alone—which
merits |1 do not deny—but partly as
an expedient for hastening the demise
of an ancient and honodrable exist-
ing school of another sort.

As | understand it, this is what
the Glamorgan Education Authority
propose to do:

1 To close Cowbrl_((jjge Grammar
School, and Caowbridge Girls’ High
School b%/ or from 1915 in favour
of a 10-sfream comprehensive to be
built at Llantwit Major;

2. To utilise the existing premises of
the two schools at Cowbridge for
the creation of a bilingual compre-
hensive to serve the Maesteg, Porth-
cawl, Barry and Cardiff area, to be
called Ysgol Gyfun Pontfaen;

3. To “solve the problem of boarding ”
y making the September 1970
Intake of boarders at the grammar
school the last, and then by running
down the boarding house.

.The authority have evidently
decided this is the time to make
ﬁubllc an intention of' theirs which
as been implied, but never specifi-
cally stated, for several years—the
gxﬁlncltlon of Cowbridge “Grammar
chool.

Their spokesman, as reported in a
local weekly newspaper, added that
setting-up the bilingual school will
enablé the present system to be ter-
minated here In the near future
instead of continuing, as had been
envisaged, “well into the 1980%.”

The extremely large amount of
dally travel for "the ‘pupils_ of the
bilingual school, the administrative
difficulties especially from the staffing
angle inevitable in the change-over
in the form outlined (a kind of phas-
ing which appears to be meant merely
to give  a kind of SBUHOU_S continuit
of fradition to the Cowbridge school].
These are important issues, but even
these must give place to the more
fundamental.

. Firstly, granting the comprehen-
sive principlée, It Is a conspicuous and
severe injustice that = Cowbridge
Grammar School, the oldest school in
Glamorgan and one of the best, is
the only grammar school in the
county which is not to be made the
nucleus of a comprehensive (with the
sole exceﬂtlon of the local girls’ high
school which is marked down along
with the grammar school).
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It is to be dissolved and incor-
porated in a schogl built on the
nucleus of an existing secondary
modern, not that | am decrying
schools of that type in themselvés.

The only argument that has ever
been given _in su?port of _this
markedly prejudiced treatment is an
estimate of aopulatlon trends in the
Vale of Glamorgan made five years
ago, which suggested that” the
greatest increase was, and would be,
in the Llantwit Major area.

.The conclusion, not necessarily
logical, drawn from this was thdt
Llantwit was therefore the centre to
which pupils should be brought for
a new comprehensive to serve the
area. | should say myself, that sub-
sequent developments “like the trans-
fer of the Royal Mint and the pros-
pect of a new town to the north of
Cowbridge have already made this
assessment obsolete, which might
explain the_ haste which the auth-
ority now display.

But, in any case, the autharity have,
unwittingly ‘perhaps, stultified their
own argument, for_ If Cowbridge is the
obvious centre-point for a bilingual
school to serve the whole of East
Glamorgan as well as the Vale, it
cannot ~“be so lightly downgraded
from Its natural position as theé focus
of the Vale — which it always has
been and still is.

Llantwit Major, on the other
hand, would be an ideal place for a
bilingual school. It is_‘almost as
central as Cowbridge. Famed as a
legendary seat of Welsh culture, yet
lacking, ~ hitherto, any distinctive
academic tradition in modern times,
Llanilltyd Fawr could begin to hark
baﬁuk to the golden age of Illityd him-
self.

I hope no one will play, here, the
trump card that, in going to Llan-
twit even in a dismempered condition,
Cowbridge school will be returnin
to its original home. 1 published,
several years a%o, my reasons for
regarding all that as one of lolo
Morgannwg’s tales, and typical of
him;, and ”1 have not seen” my sub-
missions refuted so far.

So much for the general position.
What concerns, indeed distresses, me
most acutely about the published
statement of Intent is the proposal
to run down the boarding house at
Cowbridge Grammar School after
next year. I must in all good faith
declare my personal intereSt here.

| have been a resident master in
the boarding house for 22 strenuous
happy, and 1 hope useful years, and
had looked forward to more years In
the future. But there is more involved
here, | submit, than any question of
my own wellbeing or otherwise.

When Lord Ogmore raised the



question_of the school’s future In the
House of Lords in April 197, the offi-
cial attitude expressed by the spokes-
man for the (Socialist) "Minister was
that in any developmént ‘thf status
of this school will not be materially
altered."

Status Is not a material thln?,
and so there is a Delphic quality
about this response. But | dare assert
that no reasonable interpretation
would cover either the total dissolution
of the school, or the closure of the
boarding house, so _distinctive a
feature “of the foundation.

Such latter_ closure is ruled out.
further, by Section 8 (2,d) of the 1944
Education” Act as 1 read’ it, together
with the fact that national ‘policy
appears to_be moving in the direction
0 mcreasm%, not ~decreasing, the

rovision of boarding places in main-
ained schools.

The sub-section provides that "a

local education authority shall, in
particular, have regard...to _ the
expediency of securlng the provisign
of boarding accommodation ejther in
boarding ‘Sschools or otherwise, for
upils ~for whom education  as
oarders is considered by their

parents and by the authority to be
desirable.”

When taken in conjunction with
the oft-quoted Section 76 of the same
Act, laying down the “general prin-
ciple, that so far_as is compatible
with  the provision _ of efficient
instruction and training and the
avoidance of unreasonable public
expenditure, pupils are to be educated
in accordance with the wishes of
their  parents,” the  sub-section
appears to make the closure ba/ an
authority of their sole secon ar¥-
schaol Boarding house impossible to

ustify in law; if, and so long as,
here’ Is a continued demand for
boarding places.

Is this  what the education
authority’s Press release means by
“the problem of boarding?”

Have they taken the point, that
a parent whdo was Insistent enough,
might be able to take out a court
injunction In this matter. — or even
force them to comply with the Act
by paymg a boy’s fees at an inde-
Pendent oarding school if they close
he boarding house at Cowbridge?

There are certainly no
“problems” at our end, beyond the
fact that the boarders’ accom-
modation and facilities are

antltéuated and inadequate; and this
could be easily enouglh remedied
without “unreasonable public
expenditure.”  This, 1  maintain,
should be done, and we should be
allowed to continue here the

necessary service we provide for

certain categories of hoys — no, Sir.
not a certain class! Did" | not regard
such service as "necessary,” | would
not have devoted so much of my

working life to it
IOLO DAVIES.
The Grammar School,
Cowbridge.

O

OIR,—Cowbridge grammar schools—

like, for example, the Girls'
Grammar School, Bridgend—are about
to become redundant.” They will be
replaced by a comprehensive school—
and this will come to the Vale through
the policy of a  Government and
county council which, at the time of
writing, represent a majority In
Britain and Glamorgan reSpectively.

- So much _for the “rule  of
minority ” in flndln? an economical
e

use for the unwanted buildings at
Cowbridge.
Then we read "The Vale of

Glamorgan has always been one of
the most Anglicised "parts of South
Wales.” Ask a Llangan farmer about
the names of his fields—or refer to
the Tithe Commutation _Act docu-
ments at the National Library —or,
more conveniently, read the National
Library of Wales Journal Vol XIV
(3), 1966, for “Field names in Coy-
church Parish,” by the late

Morgan-Richards—or, in the same
number, Tecwyn Ellis on “lolo
Morgannwg,” & celebrated Cymro
whose commemorative tablet is on
the front wall of one of the biggest

shops in the main street of Cow-
bridge. These authorities reveal that
Welsh is the language in and b

which Glamorgan was cultivated an
made dear.

_ For the learned, there is the
brilliant work by the late Prafessor
G. J.. Williams” on “The %:_Itel’%%‘y

or_the

Tradition of _Glamor?an_”:
lover of tradition, Llanilltyd Fawr,
alias Llantwit Major.

Then try to leave Cowbridge with-
out- runnlng?_ into evidence—Pentre
Meyrlck, landow, Llanblethian,
Llantrithyd, Tair Onen, Ystrad Owen
and dozens more in the area, for
which Cowbridge is the congenial and
deservedly popular shoppifng centre.

Further, children who attend
Welsh secondary schools can hardly
fail _to. communicate with their
English-speakin Parents (and one
rants gadlz_t at more ana more

nglish-Speaking parents now choose
to “send  their” children to these
schools).  After all, in a Welsh secon-
dary = school, science subjects and
English are studied through_ the
medium of English mainly. ™ These
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THE CHAIRMAN OF the governors ot Cowbndge Grammar
School today claimed that the headmaster supported comprehen'
sive education when he was reappointed last year. i

Aid. Percy Smith, who was a ‘complete shock” Smltg the headmaster expelrr]l-
is also vice-chairman of for him. jt ced a ch n\{ersmn h e

G1 ducati Aid. S said:“Until went on & school eCnrmsbee
a morgan education , )
committee, said that il edeoPhed Oganied by fhe county
when the headmaster, H\e ?r%de i C?gaﬁhgngcgg:)dl r%n frtom aIII Wa{ks of Tife and
i educational systems.
Mr. lolo Dav'es.' SUP- that he w like to see the fter th ?cyrmse he Wrote
ported a campaign by Grammar. iol continue as;to me telling me of his
efore, Wi oarding sec-ichange -of heart, which he
Old Bays to stop county gofn poarding sgl 1 m(e)f ars] a tresulq (?f QII
plans for the school this gyt mg to Aid. he qhac? seen_on the cruise In
,to\(ej sh |p S.S. Nevasa." said
I
: $In the Getter --Mr. Davies
Reappointment wrote: “I wonder if 'yon will
continued. in the 3\I,Ir?¥|vn me 1o addf"?]le Ihg\%
same vein as his letter ever come ?o*re i o A consider
and able. extent. the somehat.
under- reactlonary line X adopted in
theﬂ?na pa es of my book
on
c “Thel Glamorgan thCousnt
said . the campaigners had OVAsh opened my oves o
nothing to do \F/)wt them Nevasa opened eyes 1o
another blow for the eam- the otentjalities of compre
paltS|ers <who Iast week hens o educatlon Ana very
hamdaL in an  11,000nam renatang. manne
Shtion 1o the Secretar heafl. Smith also Claimed the
fate for ®Wales. came. from hea mhgs wi Pl
Cowbridec Borough Councn Imself cwilling to teach .as
Orlgma Iv the council sup- pah of a (r:]omprr]ehenswle
ported the Glamorgan, plans scheme, hand that he WOUdd
which_involve the eventual fegard the. 0 e%%”“”'ty to do
ctesgr? cf the grammar ) Ehe teadmaster | hde stald
the campaigners ad not given_any Indication
:claimed that more thpanghalf of changlntgl h'shm'”d %thhis
the council members had g,f/ﬂ% behind the camban
»-arse_the petltlon and so 8d Bovs e campaign
W “council "policy. was. in ol
null and void. grammar school.

isut week a lull _meet-
*g Se- council reaffirmed
supp%rt of the compre-

se
Ken George the
*s  spokesman.  on
den said the authority
felt that original county
for_a bilingual school
Cog- brldge would deprive
of a local secondary
But as tire compre-
;plan would fill_ this
thev--su p rted it in
interests of the children.
was no reply from
grammar school” today
mben  attempts were made
ask Mr. Davies for his

Sssofiments.



A NEW ROW blew up over the role played in the wrangle over
Cowbridge Grammar School by its newly-married headmaster,

Mr. lolo Davies, today—two days after his wedding.
As Mr. Davies honeymooned with his bride Josephine, the chairrhan of
the 364-year-old school’ governors denied that

° I“gaggedYY.
The row over what part
\r. Davies played in the

.umpaign to savé the school
-““faced”with closure because
of comprehensive education
—was = sparked-off by the
Liberals.-

It followed an attack on
Mr. Davies by Aid. Percy
Smith, chairman of the
school governors and deputy
county ‘education chief.

Echo Reporter

fighting to keep the school
open a target for “abuse and
attack.” .

But today ~Aid. Smith

three weeks ago ashed
out at Mr. Davies's stand on
the school's future, said:
"The headmaster is perfectly
entltlied to express his poirit

* Aid. Smith claimed Mr. of view

Daives. had ,said he backed
the comprehensive _ scheme
but had _then circulated
protest petitions against the
.plan around the school.

In a statement yesterday

the Welsh Liberal Party
demanded to know whether
Mr. Davies had now been

told not to talk about the t©

axing of. the school.

“Is it suggested that the
headmaster’is not entitled to
put forward his personal
views? IS this simply because
they do not happen to agree
iwith the views of the chair-

man _of the Glamorgan
education authority?” the
statement said,

% And the Liberals also

Accused  the county council
of making the headmaster,
parents and campaigners

Deplored

T have certainly not told
nim he must not speak
freely on this matter. But
he must not use the school
organisation, pupils or staff

0 S0.
“He has been told we de-
plore the attitude he has
adopted and that he has
ahused his 03|Hon_b dis-
tributing and co ectma/ peti-
tion forms in_the school.”

Mr..Roger Collings, leader
of the old boys' committee
which organiséd the_ “save
our school” petition, said “We
are dellghted that the Liberal
Party have pointed out to the
county councjl that they are
out of order Iin the way the
are opBoslng our objections.

Mr. DavieS was married on

headmaster had been

MR. ILO DAVIES

New Year's Day to the elder
daughter_ of Mr. and Mrs.
Haydn Evans, of Brynteg.
Pendoylan. Today the Couple
were on honeymoon. They
are due back“at the school
tomorrow.



Cowbridge Grammar School by the South gate of the town: its proud history over more than a century is part of the argument against it going compreheisive.

Why 1s Cowhridge school

URING the past decade scores - . “We believe Cowbridge to be a
of grammar, schools through- f ) first-class school giving a first-
out™ Britain  have been class education. Secondly, all of us
swallowed by the comprehensive ] believe In parental choice. We are

system, so the fate of yet another not condemning the comprehensive
—at Cowbridge—would, at first system out of "hand, although we

lance, seem to merit scant atten- Vc\:loulcg %omt 'IOLtj;Ew ttO_ C%Iam?hrggn
ion. ounty Council that in two-thirds

But a major confrontation has By JOHN OWEN-DAVIES of th)e/: education authorities in
occurred _ between  Glamorgan ) o England grammar schools and
County  Council and “hands “off by two members of the Stradling  “and nowhere is this more obvious comﬂrelhensw% sch%olls_ do \r/]vork In
Oowdbridge” campaigners, who claim family of St. Donat's Castle. and is than with the children of forces parallel —and we believe they can
that the” hoys’ grammar school is  the oldest establishment of its kind ~ personnel.” work in garallel in Glamorgan,
worthy ~ of “specCial  consideration. in- Glamorgan. Tod%, with 490 “In my first 20 years here no  S&ys_Mr. Collings.

The first shots in what  pupils, including . _boarders,  RAF son who was a_day-boy went The 'group claims that the
romises to be a bitter struggle probably Its greatest claim to fame  on to university. Then four of  School has a strong academic
ollows_ October’s announcemént among * many Welshmen is its them, all boarders, won scholar-  atmasphere which, while free from
that Cowbridge boys’ and girls’  reputation aS_the first home of  ships tg Oxford and Cambridge academic . snobber%/, provides the
rammar . schools. ‘were to. be  rugby in the Principality. within five years. What would have “]th milieu for fthe "development
eplaced in 1973-74 by a mixed In 1847, three years after rugb happened if they had not had con- of clever boys, and more especially
comprehensive school. “This plan was first introduced into the schoo tinuity of education?” the shy or Sensitive clever boy, t0
was the latest of several involving jts team played against the newly- Of the 46 boarders at the  their full capacities.
the boys’ school and comprehensive formed Cardiff club and a year school now, eight are sons of RAF .
education put forward by the later the first-ever Welsh to Pers_o_nnel, two come  from Army Ded|cated
county council since 1970. play England included two then amilies at present in Germany

The campaigners —mostly old guplls at. Cowbridge—Treharne and and four are the sons of Vale of o o .
boys — are turning up school ummers. Since that, time a steady ~ Glamorgan people in Government Also, it is maintained that with
records for past successes, arguing  flow of former pupils have reached  or other service overseas. a well-quallﬂedf dedicated and
the importance of the boarding  the higher echelons of the game. _This is considered by the cam- ~ long-staying staff the school offers
lacllities, placing some hope on The school also has an paigners as_one of their stronger an unusubalh/ large rgngz,,or sulb-
legal loopholes, ~and _’making as academic record described by Mr. arguments for the retention of the ects ath oth “O” an ever—
much noise as possible to ~save D P. M Michael, headmaster of school. [ at the_ former and 19 at the
Cowbridge from what they see as  Newport High ~School and. a Mr. Collings's old boys’ action ~ .auer. These  are . impressive
a decline. member of the Headmasters’ Con- tanoup was formed “because we felt unlikely’ to  sway Government

During the past three weeks ference, as “unusually good.” ithat the only way to prevent the opinion Y
an old boys’ action group has been Since 1960 nine open awards school from ~going comprehensive There is a tend for the old
formed, more than 9,000 signatures have been obtained to Oxford and ~ Was {0 bring as many big guns as oo 2re 15 & TEAGERCY hortl €0
to a ‘“save the school” Tpetition Cambridge. During the past three possible to bear.” sgr)]/tsim%rnotu%ucoh ﬁgth? rC bp ?y d0.n
have been recorded, a plea_ for ears eight pupiPs have gone to One of the group's first moves tion. and a form of ‘g%u%a{-%ng|
intervention sent to My Peter  Oxford, four Of them f read  was 10 coniact M Raymond el 1 hat orevalnt o
Thomas, the Secretary of State for  classics. Indeed, the school claims — Gower, MP. for Barry, who has public.schools ML Preva e
acton oroup’ has been SerRd b [ashones ShaSjalast Temalning - alicady geked questions, of rie ot play 2 part; the group must

: els ice an e Glamorgan : &
Glamorgan 80unt5/ Council’s deputy Wales, - O e crassies i =od County Council on behalf of the E‘g\,‘(,%ﬁ%g‘e‘;th'”g stronger.” says Mr.
clerk. Mr. A G. James. Accordina to Mr. ldwal Rees school’ and parents in his con- Not eve is for th t
. a former Vé/eI%htrugby International  stituerey. e of the | lion OF g School " of  course
who retired last year after 33 years ile all the details of the i sm is Aider-

OD isplay Elaw as Neadmaster &t Cowbridge, it IS case should be examined, | would ~ Hrominent among them is Ader

% . ) the fact that Cowbridge is the only deem it most unfortunate if the school’s goard of qovernors and

The group claims that notices local education committee con- school should cease to exist as also chairman of t%e South-East
announcing the reorganisation of  trolled school to include boarders  such,” he says. Glamorgan Education Committee
the three “schools involved in_the in South Wales that is important. One. of the group's major who sees “no reason at all” why the
comprehensive shuffle—both Cow- Under the  comprehensive  targets is to get 100000 signatures  school should be preserved.
bridge schools ~and  Llanharri system there will be no boarders, to their petition and then throw a “| became a member of the
_secondar?/ school—were “displayed and to this end no fresh boarders section of the Education Act, 1944, overning bodv in 1939 and 1 have
incorrectly. were admitted to the school this back at the Government. The sec- %een c airmgn for nearlv 20

Mr. Roger Collings, a wealthy academic year. tion (76) states: “...that so far  vears Dyring  that tjme Y have
landowner " living in Peterston- “Whatever authority becomes  S_is compatible with the efficient ooy my“influence to develop Cow-
super-Ely who is”chairman of the  responsible for education in the  instruction and training and the  priGge Boys® Grammar School as a
old boys’ group, says that the  Vale of Glamorgan if must also be ~ avoidance of unreasonable public  nayt“of the overall concept for the
purposé of this legal’ action is to  responsible for_the children of RAF  expenditure, pupils are to be edu-  Ghijidren in the whole of the Vale
gain another two months breathin ersonnel at St. Athan,” says Mr. ~ cated inaccordance with the  Gf Glamorgan,” he says
space in which to swell the list 0 ees. There is a demand for  Wishes of their parents. The o boys™ group is_puttin
signatories  objectin to the boarding schools “in_this age of The group believes that many up a %z]illant rearguard’ action, bu
school’s closure fo 100000. increasing mobility of labour. people moved to the CowbrldgI have_they enough ammunition to

What is Cowbridge’s claim to _ It is the children of people area originally so that their chil- convince "Whitehall that the Cow-
special treatment ? going from posting to posting, dren could be educated at one or bridge school is something really

The school was founded in 1608 sometimes  overseas, who suffer other of the grammar schools. special ?



