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PENLLYNE CASTLE, early 12th century ( before 1135 ).
The Manor of Sir Robert Norris.
It remained in the Norris family till c.1400 when the male line died out. 
Lucy Norris married Tomkin Turberville, taking with her Penllyne Castle 
as part of her dowry.
In 1535 when çwned by Christopher Turberville it was set on fire. The 
Keep survived and was incorporated into the large Manor house 
subsequently built by the Turbeville's.
The Turbeviltes owned the castle until 1723. After which it changed 
hands several times.
The castle was derelict in 1786 but the Norman Keep was still standing. 
In 1789 Miss Gwinnett inherited the castle from her friend Lady Vernon, 
daughter of the last Lord Mansel. Miss Gwinnett built a modern mansion 
on the site.
In 1846 John Homfray purchased the castle and built the present 
castellated mansion which incorporates part of the Norman keep.
In 1960/70 Major Frank Homfray sold the castle to Mr. Christopher Cory 
and moved to Penllyne Coiirt where he lives today. He retained the 
estates which he farms. He has a son John Homfray.
Colonel H.R. Homfray , grandfather of Major Homfray was made a 
Freeman ofCowbridge in 1935 and he was Mayor in 1938 and 1939. He 
is the only Mayor to be elected from the people of the Town not the Town 
Council as is common practice.

FRANCIS HOMFRAY 1726—1798.
Sons, Jeremiah, Samuel and Thomas.
The Homfrays were a well known Yorkshire family believed to be of 
Norman descent.
Francis Homfray, Iron Master of Wollaston Hall, Worcestershire, married 
Miss Hannah Popkin of Covtrehen Nr. Bridgend, Glamorganshire.
In 1749 Francis Homfray with a partner bought the newly established 
Melingriffith Forge a few miles from Cardiff.
1784 Francis and sons formed the Penydarren Iron works near Merthyr. 
They were instrumental in building both the Glamorgan and Aberdare 
canals and also local tramways.
JEREMIAH HOMFRAY married Mary, daughter of John Richards of 
Cardiff and lived at Llandaff near Cardiff He was Sheriff of Glamorgan



in 1809. ( Sheriff is a position held for one year) He became Sir Jeremiah 
Homfray Knt. in 1810. He died in 1833, his heir was his son John.
JOHN RICHARDS HOMFRAY married Mary Elizabeth, daughter o f Sir 
Glynne Earle Welby, Bart., of Denton Hall Lincolnshire. He was Sheriff 
of Glamorgan in 1843 when he was described as of Llandaff Court. In 
1846 he bought Pennlyne Castle. His heir was his son John Richards 
Homfray.
I have no knowledge of the following descendants until Colonel H.R. 
Homfray who died in 1940. He was succeeded by his son Captain 
Homfray who died about 1970. His son and heir is Major Frank Homfray 
who resides at Pennlyne Court. He has a son John.
PENLLYNE is a village two miles or so from Cowbridge. Cowbridge is 
overlooked to the north by Penllyne Castle and to the South by the Iron 
Age Hill Fort of Llanblethian. (CAER- DYNNAF)
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1913, October 1st Frank Richard Hom fray, 16, son o f Colonel Hom fray o f Penlline castle, has died 

o f injuries in a collision w ith  a car whilst riding a m otor cycle Western Times

M e m b e rs  o f  th e  H o m fra y  fa m ily  in  A u s tra lia  :

Robert (? Hom fray) m arried Annie (? Glynn) in 1891 in Victoria, Australia. He was born in 1870, and 

died 1936. Annie, born 1869, died 1933.

Their children w ere  -  M yrtle  (born 1899, died 1929), Florence Vera (born 1894, died 1943), Robert 

Gordon (born 1897, died 1952), Gladys (born 1892, died 1946), Ruby (born 1898, died 1967), Agnes 

M aud (born 1905, died 1999), Q ueenie (Lucy -  born 1903, died 1932) and Olga (born 1909, death  

unsure date) Information from Sharon Dillon, great granddaughter of Ruby).
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