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cm  H a ll Community C o lleg e  was opened in  Septem ber 1975 to  p ro v id e  a d d i t io n a l  

i a i l i t i e s  in  th e  Cowbridge a r e a  fo r  a d u l t  e d u c a tio n  and community g ro u p s .

B k  C o lle g e , p a r t  o f  w hich was o r i g i n a l ly  b u i l t  in  th e  1 6 th  C en tu ry , i s  now a 

grmie 2 l i s t e d  b u ild in g  o f  a r c h i t e c tu r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t .  The b u i ld in g

----  o r ig in a l ly  occupied  by th e  Edmondes fa m ily  who were p rom inen t l o c a l ly

j * t i c u l a r l y  in  c o n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  c h u rch . D r. Benjam in M alkin  (1776-1842) a 

t n r g l l e r  and s o c ia l  re fo rm e r a ls o  l iv e d  h e re  (s e e  p a r is h  ch u rch  o f th e  

&£y C ro ss , Church S t r e e t ) .

From 1932-1961*, Old H a ll housed p a r t  o f  th e  fo rm er Cowbridge Grammar S chool bu t 

t t e  b u ild in g  f e l l  in to  d i s r e p a i r  and was unused fo r  a  number o f  y e a r s .

Glamorgan County C o u n c il r e p a i r e d  and re -d e s ig n e d  th e  

b u i ld in g ,  in te n d in g  to  re -o p e n  O ld H a ll a s  o f f i c e s .

A f te r  L ocal Government r e - o r g a n i s a t io n  however, th e  

County o f  Sou th  Glamorgan on th e  a d v ic e  o f  th e  E d u ca tio n  

Com m ittee, d e c id ed  t h a t  th e  b u i ld in g  would be id e a l  a s  a 

c e n t r e  f o r  c u l t u r a l ,  s o c ia l  and e d u c a tio n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

W ith t h i s  in  mind i t  was re -m o d e lle d  a s  a  Community 

C o lle g e  w ith  o f f i c e s ,  re fre sh m e n t a re a  and a number o f

g e n e ra l  p u rpose  room s.



S in ce  1975 th e  C o lle g e  hae become th e  fo c a l  p o in t fo r  many new developm ents 

l o c a l ly  in  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  l e i s u r e  and r e c r e a t io n a l  c l a s s e s .  Over 2000 stu d en ts  

and members a n n u a lly  ta k e  p a r t  in  a c t i v i t i e s  ra n g in g  from p r a c t i c a l  to  academic 

c o u rse s  le a d in g  in  may in s ta n c e s  to  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n . The C o lleg e  s t a f f  

o rg a n is e  e x h ib i t io n s  in  a  p u rp o se  b u i l t  a r e a .  Local s o c ie t ie s /g r o u p s ,  th e  

U n iv e r s i ty  E x tra  M ural D epartm ent and ex am in atio n  c la s s e s  h e ld  under th e  auspices 

o f th e  B arry  C o lleg e  o f  F u r th e r  E d u ca tio n  a re  a l l  housed in  th e  b u ild in g .

The B u ild in g

T h is  i s  o r i g in a l ly  o f  1 6 th  C en tu ry  o r i g in .  I t s  f r o n t  e le v a t io n  i s  much overlaid! 

w ith  1 9 th  C en tu ry  f e a tu r e s  in  a  Tudor s t y l e  in c lu d in g  window dripm oulds, a  porck 

and H.W. g a b le .  The i n t e r i o r  re n o v a ted  in  th e  l a t e  2 0 th  C en tu ry . The b u ild in g  

has two s to r e y s ,  p o rch  and N.V. g ab le  faced  w ith  s to n e  in  anecked co u rses 

r e c e s se d  w ings w ith  cem ent re n d e r in g  c la d d in g  to  ground f lo o r  and f i r s t  f lo o r  with 

p eb b le  dash  and s l a t e  r o o f s .  In  th e  in s id e  i s  a  16 th  C en tu ry -1 ? th  C entury stopped 

and cham fered f i r e p l a c e  and i s  lo c a te d  on th e  f i r s t  f l o o r .

There a re  e x te n s iv e  g rounds to  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  b u i ld in g , bounded by th e  o r ig in a l  

farm  w a l ls  and th e  e n c lo se d  a re a  a ls o  h o uses th e  lo c a l  h e a l th  c en tre  and town 

l i b r a r y .

An e x h ib i t io n  programme i s  prom oted and in  Old H all th e re  a re  two venues:

( a )  The Old H a ll G a lle ry  -  lo c a te d  in  th e  C o lle g e .
>

(b ) The Cowbridge L ib ra ry  which a d jo in s  th e  main b u i ld in g .

An A r ts  Co o r d in a t in g  Com m ittee e x i s t s  to  prom ote th e  main e x h ib i t io n  programme.

Old H a ll i s  a v a i l a b le  f o r  h i r e  and f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  can be o b ta in ed  

from th e  P r in c ip a l .  T elephone Cowbridge 3831 ________________________________


