
11. September 19?2.
To The Welsh Education O f f ic e ,  '!
3 1 , C athedra l Road, C a r d if f .  - * ;

■ '  S i r ,
I  am w r i t in g  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  r e c e n t ly  re -su b m itted  scheme o f 

th e  Glamorgan County E ducation  A u th o rity  fo r  th e  re o rg a n is a tio n  o f secondary education  
in  th e  Cowbridge a re a  and a s  a f f e c t in g  Covbridge Grammar Schoo l, v i z . , th e  p roposal to  
s t a r t ,  in  19?3, » p ro c e ss  o f  m erging and co n v ertin g  t h i s  School and th e  Cowbridge High 
School fo r  G ir ls  no a s  e v e n tu a lly  to  form one lo c a l -a r e a  comprehensive school; and I 
vd-sh my l a t t e r ,  ,w ith  your p e rm iss io n , to  be t r e a te d  a s  an o b je c tio n  in  due form to  the  
s a id  scheme. .' :

I  r e f e r  f i r s t l y  to  th e  d e c is io n  which, i f  p re s s  re p o r ts  were c o r re c t ,  
was tak en  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  i f  and when a  new South Glamorgan Educ­
a t io n  A uthority  came in to  being  th e  p o lic y  o f th e  sa id  new A u th o rity  might w ell be , to  

^ p r e s e r v e  t h i s  School in  i t s  p re s e n t  form o r  something s im ila r ;  and th e re fo re  the  r ig h t  
o u rse  fo r  the  p re s e n t A u th o rity  to  ta k e  was to  d e fe r  any re o rg a n is a tio n  schemes fo r the 

t in e  be in g . The new A u th o rity  cou ld  then  tak e  th e  re le v a n t  d e c is io n s  w ithout having i t s  
hands t ie d  by any i r r e v e r s ib l e  a c t io n  done in  the  mean tim e . I  would urge in  the  f i r s t  
in s ta n c e  th a t  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  was, and i s ,  the  r ig h t  and p ro p e r one fo r  the  Glamorgan 
A u th o rity  to  adoptf and th a t  a t  th e  very  l e a s t  th e  M in is te r  be adv ised  to  postpone im pl­
em entation of the  p re se n t scheme u n t i l  such tim e a s  th e  new A u th o rity  i s  in  c o n tro l.

Even to  d ev o tees  o f  the  comprehensive p r in c ip le  i t  hay w ell seem th a t  
t h i s  scheme has obvious f a u l t s  in  the  p re se n t s i tu a t io n .  G ranted , i t  i s  the same scheme 
a s  has been subm itted  b e fo re ; b u t a t  th a t  tim e th e re  was no county boundary running 
th rough  the middle o f  th e  p ro je c te d  catchm ent a re a . There a re  sch o o ls  which draw p u p ils  
from bo th  s id e s  o f  a  county boundary, fo r  v a rio u s  reasons o f  a d m in is tra tiv e  o r  so c ia l 
convenience: th ese  re a so n s  do n o t ,  o r  need n o t ,  exLst h e re  and I  reg ard  i t  as  und esirab le  
to  c r e a te  an in te r -c o u n ty  catchm ent a re a  when i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  avoid doing so .

Most advo ca tes  o f  the  comprehensive type  o f educa tion  w ith whom I  have 
spoken a re  emphatic th a t  a p u rp o s e -b u il t ,  single-cam pus school i s  h ig h ly  d e s ira b le ; and 
th a t  a school th e o r e t ic a l ly  one b u t in  f a c t  s p l i t  in to  two p a r t s  h a l f  a mile s e p a ra te , is  
ve ry  much the re v e rs e . The l a t t e r  i s  what i s  proposed h e re , a t  l e a s t  fo r  the  f i r s t  and 
v i t a l l y  form ative y e a r s .  , ~ ■

One d e r iv e s  an im pression  th a t  a  p r i o r i t y  l a  be ing  s e t  on rush ing  a 
scheme through so a s  ir re v o c a b ly  to  commit th e  succeeding A u th o rity . The argument may 
p erhaps be advanced a s  a g a in s t  t h i s ,  t h a t  th e  d i s t r i c t  has a lre ad y  in  some sense opted fo r  
com prehensive ed u ca tio n , and th a t  th e  wish i s  to  ensure th a t  the  people a re  given what 
th ey  have asked f o r .  I  su g g e s t, w ith  a l l  re s p e c t but a lso  w ith c o n v ic tio n , th a t  such a 
summary o f lo c a l  o p in io n  i s  f a r  from a c c u ra te .

j  I t  i s  t ru e  t h a t ,  two y ears  ago, a w e ll-su p p erted  P e t i t io n  asked fo r  a
lo c a l - a r e a  comprehensive school a t  Cowbridge to  rep lace  th e  two p re sen t schoo ls . This 
m ust, however, be seen in  th e  p e rsp e c tiv e  o f  th e  tim e. The Glamorgan A uthority  wore then 
p roposing  to  c lo se  th e  two sch o o ls  and i n s t a l  a  W eleh-language comprehensive school here 
-  a  scheme which, w hatever the  m e r i ts  o f  the  Welsh language (m e rits  o f  which I  am myself 
f u l l y  s e iz e d ) , was reg ard ed  w ith  consum m ation by the  m a jo rity  o f  Cowbridge people, "here 
was, and th e re  s t i l l  i a ,  a very  s tro n g  bo f l y  o f  lo c a l  o p in io n , no t confined to those  d ire c ­
t l y  connected w ith th e  School, th a t  th e  Boys* Grammar School should be allowed to  continue 
in  i t s  p re sen t form. JJut those  o rg a n is in g  th e  p e t i t io n  were advised  th a t  under the Glam­
organ  A uthority  euch a  wish was v a in ; and they  p e ti t io n e d  fo r  the  n ex t-b ea t th in g , ns th e ­
r e  seemed to  be a chanae o f  g e t t in g  the  l a t t e r .  I  concede th a t  no s p e c if ic  p ro te s t  has d 
come in  from the p u b lio  s in c e  th e  o r ig in a l  p e t i t io n  was acceded to .  öut I a lso  know a l l  
too  w ell th a t  people become both bemuaed and a p a th e tie  a f t e r  a long run o f p roposa ls  and 
co u n te r-p ro p o sa ls . At th e  same tim e , a  g re a t many persona have vo lun teered  to  me over a 
long  p e r io d , th a t  fo r t h i s  School to  go, were a c ry ing  shame; while I  h*ve he*rd no s in g ­
l e  vo iae  in  the  d i s t r i c t  ra is e d  s p e c i f ic a l ly  fo r  the  c lo su re  o f  the  Grammar School.
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T his e x em p lif ie s  what I  tak e  te  be a  sim ple f a c t ,  namely th a t  ( a l l  educa tion ­
a l  argum ents a p a r t)  an a n c ie n t foundation  l i k e  Cowbridge Grammar School, the  so le e s t a b l i ­
shment o f  p re s t ig e  and im portance th a t  th e  o ld  Borough o f Cowbridge-feae|geYer con tained , 
h as  some cl a im to  be co n sid e red , and to  be sp a red , a s  an i n s t i t u t i o n  and as  an e n t i ty  in
i t s  own r ig h t .  Such an argument was s tro n g ly  developed to  the  Glamorgan County Council
w ith  re fe re n ce  to  th i3  School in  19iS» and p re v a ile d ; so th a t  they  went^out o f  th e i r  way 
a t  th a t  tim e to  save th e  School from an imminent th r e a t  o f  c lo su re . I  take  the l ib e r ty
o f  r e f e r r in g  you, on t i l l s  p o in t, to  pp. 2 6 jse q . o f ey  h is to ry  o f  th e  School ("A C erta ine
S ch o o le ,"  D.Brown 8c Sons, Cowbridge, L td . ,  1966). Although 1992 i s  no t 1918, I  th ink  
th a t  th e  p r in c ip le  c t i l l  s ta n d s , o r  ought to  do so .

Sentim ent a p a r t ,  the  most cogent argument fo r  a llow ing  th i s  School to  su rv ­
iv e  i s  based , a s  a t  t h i s  tim e , on the  d e s i r a b i l i t y ,  o f  which a  g re a te r  awarensas i s  l a s t  
becoming g en e ra lly  e v id e n t , o f  im plem enting in  a  more p o s i t iv e  way than h i th e r to  the w e ll-
known S ec tio n  ?6 o f  th e  1 9 ^  Education A ct, a  s e c tio n  which would safeguard  the re levance
o f th e  w ishes o f  p a re n ts  in  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  ed u ca tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s ;  in  the  sanse in  p a r t ­
i c u l a r  in  which t h i s  S ec tio n  can , and I  th in k  shou ld , be tak en , to  allow  o r even to  advise  
th e  p ro v is io n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  types o f school e x is t in g  s id e  by s id e .

" P a re n ta l  ch o ice" , the perhaps o v e r-s im p lif ie d  phrase  which i s  commonly used 
i n  the  co n tex t o f  th e  above paragraph, o p e ra te s  under a fu lly-com prehenaive system ( i f  i t  
o p e ra teu  a t  a l l )  in  s t r i c t  r e la t io n  to  th e  income o f the sa id  p a re n ts  and the  or so they 
con a f fo rd  to  l iv e  in» which i s  n o t, I  ta k e  i t ,  q u ite  what th e  Act in ten d ed . On the o th e r
hand, a system where every  ch ild  in  an a re s  i s  bound to  a tte n d  th e  lo c a l  comprehensive,
and no o th e r ,  sch o o l, has a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  a sp e c t. There should be a  p o e s ib i l i ty  o f choice 
a3 between comprehensive and s e le c tiv e  sc h o o ls . The advocates o f  the  former are  su re ly  
f a r  too  p e s s im is tic  when they  imply th a t  th e  e x is ten c e  o f such a  choioe can se r io u s ly  
im p a ir the  v i a b i l i t y  o f  th a  cooprehensives. Of co u rse , the  very word " se le c tio n "  has 
been by th e  Glamorgan A u th o rity  decla red  anathema -  though S tra n g e ly  enough they do not 
seem to  apply  t h i s  a n tip a th y  in  the  case o f  th e  A tla n tic  C o llege , one o f th e  most s e le c t ­
iv e  o f  a l l  sch o o ls , which they  a c t iv e ly  su p p o rt.

B r ie f ly ,  S i r ,  Z urge th a t  th e  r ig h t  and proper trea tm en t fo r  th is  ancien t 
School i s  th a t  i t  bo k ep t in  being a s  a boys* grammar school fo r  p u p ils  drawn from the  
a re a  o f  th a  new South Glamorgan A u th o rity .

F u r th e r ,  I  urge th a t  i f  t h i s  were to  be done, th e  new A uthority  might be 
encouraged ( I  am aware th a t  they cannot be com pelled) by th e  Departm ent, to  re s to re  the 
p ro v is io n  o f board ing  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  the  School. By 19?^ we s h a l l  have had two years 
w ith o u t an e lev e n -p lu s  boarders* in ta k e , and th e  Bearding House (cap ac ity  3 0  boys) w ill  
be half-em pty  ( i t  i s  scheduled to  c lo se  i n  19?6) • I t  would not be too la t e  to  rev ive  the 
re c ru itm e n t,  in  19í^+. I  have never ceased to  hammer my o b je c tio n s  to  the  end o f board ing , 
so th a t  Glamorgan reg a rd  me a s  something o f  a  nuisance on t h e ,t s u b je c t .  But the  Boarding 
House o f  t h i s  School has been in  a  r e a l  sense  ay l i f e ' s  work and I  remain s tro n g ly  convi­
nced th a t  S ec tio n  8 .  2 (d ) o f  the  1 9 ^  A ct, which r e f e r s  to  board ing , should continue to  
be honoured h e re . Cn t h i s  sep a ra te  Is su e  o f  board ing  I  s h a ll  be g lad  to  s ta t e  a case i f  
and when re q u ire d , a t  some fu r th e r  tim e.

I  beg , a s  s ta te d ,  th a t  th e  fo reg o in g  be accep ted  a s  an o b jec tio n  in  due form; 
and X have th e  honour to  rem ain, S i r ,

your ob ed ien t s e rv a n t ,

( Io lo  D avies, K.A.Qxon.,
H eadm aster).
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THE CHAIRMAN OF the governors of Cowbridgc Grammar 
School today claimed that the headmaster supported comprehen- 
;ivc education when he was reappointed last year.

Aid. Percy Smith, who 
5 also vice-chairman of 
} 1 a morgan education 
ommittee, s a i d  that 
7hen the headmaster, 
Ir. IolO Davies, sup- 
'Orted a campaign by 
)ld Boys to stop county 
ilans for the school this

was a "complete shock” 
lor him.

Aid. Smith said: “Until 
11)68 Mr. Davies had opposed 
comprehensive education and 
in his history oi the school 
he made this clear and said 
that he would like to see the 
Grammar School continue as 
before, with a boarding sec­
tion.”

But according to Aid.

Reappointment
“He has continued in the 

same vein as hia letter ever 
: since he wrote it, and 
certainty gave us to under­
stand this was his position 
when lie came for re­
appointment in 1971.“ Aid. 
Smith went on.

Aid. Smith said he had 
I been told that the official 
! Old Boys' Association had 
1 said tin' campaigners had 
nothing to do with them, 

i Another blow for the cam- 
; paigners, who last week 
' handed in an 11,600—name 
petition to the Secretary of 
Slate for Wales, came from 
Cowbridge Borough Council.

Originally the council sup­
port eel the' Glamorgan plans 
which involve the eventual 
closure of the grammar 
school.Then the campaigners 
claimed that more than half 
the council members had

Smith the headmaster experi­
enced a “conversion” in the 
summer of 1968 when he 
went on a school cruise, 
organised, by the county 
council, and including chíld'- 
ren from all walks of life and 
educational systems.

! "After the cruise he wrote 
I to me telling me of Ills 
change of heart, which he 
said came as a result of all 

I he had seen on the cruise in 
the ship S.S. Nevasa,” said 
Aid. Smith., v 

In the l'éttey... Mr. Dawes 
wrote:, “I wbfider. if you will 
allow me tò add. while I  am 
writing -to you.” that I have 
come to regret to a consider­
able extent the somehat 
reactionary line I adopted in 
the final pages of my, book 
on the school.

“The Glamorgan County 
Council cruise In the S.S. 
Nevasa opened my eyes to 
the potentialities of compre­
hensive education in a very 
rewarding manner.”

I Aid. Smith also claimed the 
headmaster had expressed 
himself willing to teach as
part of a comprehensive
scheme, and that he would 
regard the opportunity to do 
so as a prlvelege.

The headmaster, he said, 
had not given any indication 
of changing his mind on this 
issue until he suddenly 
swung behind the campaign 
by Old Boys to save the 
grammar school.

signed the petition and so 
the council policy was. in 
effect, null and void.

But. last week a full meet­
ing of the counri! reaffirmed 
their support of the compre­
hensive scheme.

Aid. Ken George, the
council’s spokesman on
education, said the authority 
had felt that original county 
plans for a bilingual school 
in Cowbrldge would deprive 
children of d lock! secondary 
school.; But as the compre­
hensive- -plan would fill this 
need thev supported it in 
the interests of the children.

There was no reply from 
tile grammar school today 
when attempts were made 
U> ask Mr. Davies for his 
comments._______________


