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Support for group
battling to save 
St Quentin’s castle
ẁiPAIGNERS FIGHTING 
save the historic St Quen- 
s Castle hope the end of 
ir battle may be in sight, 
n 1983 the Welsh Office 
mised to compulsorily pur- 
ise the 14th-century ruined 
tie at Llanblethian, in the 
e of Glamorgan — but 
:e then nothing has hap- 
icd.

\ Vale MP John Smith 
written to the Welsh Office 
landing speedy action to 
e the castle.
esterday he visited the site 
I met residents, councillors 
I members of the local his- 
i  society.
owbridge and Ll&n- 
hian town councillor 
to r Eveleigh, one of the 
î • dgners, said, “What we 
. want is for the castle to 
to the stage where it has 

sriorated so much that

By J E N N Y  S N E E S B Y

there will be no option but to 
knock it down.”

St Quentin's was built for 
Gilbert de Clare at the begin
ning of the 14th century, but 
he died at the age of 23 at the 
battle of Bannockburn before 
it was completed.

Evidence shows that in the 
1370s the castle was lived in, 
but by 1477 it had been turned 
into a prison.

“It is in a beautiful position 
overlooking the river and it 
could be a tourist attraction if 
it were restored properly,” 
said Mr Eveleigh.

It is understood that CADW 
has had discussions with the 
owner over purchase of the 
land and has plans for the 
clearance and consolidation 
of the castle and grounds.

SHOWING THE WAY . . . M P  John Smith (left) joins (left to  right) local historical society's M rs G w ynneth  
Keay, councillor M rs Jane H ydon and Dr Paul Thom as of the Council for Protection of Rural W ales a t the castle.
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EOR CASTLE CONTINUES

P ic tu r e  b y  A n d r e w  J e f fe r y

In the latest effort to save a fourteenth century 
castle from decay, Vale MP John Smith has 
now joined a long-standing campaign by local 
residents demanding action.

By Sarah Hoss
Cowbridge Town Coun
cil and the local history 
society appcalled to Mr 
Smith to join the fight to 
save St. Quentin’s Castle, 
Cowbridge in an attempt 
to revive a so far unsuc
cessful campaign which 
dates back to the 1960’s.

Mr. Smith toldThe GEM 
that he has written to the 
Undersecretary of State1 
for Wales, requesting 
urgent action.

According to local 
councillor Victor Eve
leigh, local people have 
been fighting to have St. 
Quentin’s Castle reno
vated and preserved as an 
ancient monument, but 
their demands have still 
not been met.

Despite action by the 
Welsh Office instructing 
tthat the castle be ac
quired by compulsory 
purchase order, it still

remains in the hands of a 
private owner.

The issue finally came to 
a head in January 1988 
when CADW-the Welsh 
monument preservation 
group met local residents 
who agreed to a pro
gramme of remedial 
work, including the pro
vision of a car park.

Money was allocated for 
the work, but, according 
to Coun. Eveleigh, noth
ing happened.

A year later, CADW 
claimed that the owner, 
Michael Boland had pre
sented a scheme of hisj 
own, to repair the castle.

Coun Eveleigh told The 
GEM: “We are very con
fident that Mr Smith will 
be able to help us in our 
fight to protect this 
monument which over
looks the river in Cowbr
idge.

“It is situated in a beauti
ful area and local people 
regret the decay of this 
ancient castle.",

A spokesperson for 
CADW told The GEM 
that they recently met the
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IN response to an ap- urgent meeting with Mr Smith said "I will be As reported in The GEM 
peal for help from Cow- representatives of the appealing to the Welsh local people have been 
bridge Town Council, counci, and other inter- Office Minister to hold fighting to have St 
Vale of Glamorgan MP , . urgent discussions with a Quentins Castle reno-
John Smith is to press ested Parles t0 d,scuss view to taking action to vated and preserved by 
Welsh Office Minister the long standing issue cany out remedial works CADW as an ancient 
Wvn Roberts to hold an of St Quentin's Castle. to the castle.” monument.
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GAZETTE

St Quentin’s Castle at Llanblethian, Cowbridge, 
in the Vale of Glamorgan, which is ruinous and in 
need of restoration.

St Quentin’s was built in the early fourteenth 
centum for Gilbert de Clare, who died before it 
was finished, at the Battle of Bannockburn (1314), 
writes Susanna Gross. There is evidence that the 
castle was lived in during the 1370s, but by 1477 it

had been turned into a prison. Cadw: Welsh His
toric Monuments, a government-funded organi
sation responsible for conservation of such monu
ments, plans to collaborate with its owners in the 
restoration of the site.

For further information, contact: Cadw, Brunei 
House, 2 Fitzalan Road, Cardiff CF2 1UW, tele
phone 0222 46551L Photograph: Christopher Jones
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Howe
backs
castle
fight

TOP Tory Sir Geoffrey 
Howe has lent his sup
port to a bid to have 
urgent work carried out 
on the 12th Century St 
Quentin’s Castle at Llan- 
blethian, near Cow- 
bridge.

Vale MP Mr John 
Smith called on the 
leader of the House of 
Commons to find time to 
review legislation relat
ing to the protection of 
historic monuments ano 
the country’s heritage.

'  Pleased
Mr Smith said: “As 

Sir Geoffrey Howe and 
the Speaker of the House 
of Commons both have 
family connections with 
the Cowbridge area, I 
hope they will do what 
they can to get the 
necessary urgent work 
carried out on this his
toric monument before it 
is too late.”

Mr Smith added that 
he was “ extremely 
pleased” with the reply 
from Sir Geoffrey, who 
said he was sufficiently 
conscious of the value 
and importance of Llan- 
blethian Castle and that 
he would draw the local 
MP’s points to the attent
ion of the Secretary of 
State for Wales.
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THE BATTLE TO save Llanblethian’s historic S t Quentin’s 
Castle has erupted into a political war of words. Welsh Office Min
ister Wyn Roberts has angrily denied Commons charges that 
bureaucratic red tape has allowed the 14th century castle to  
crumble.

The allegations were 
levelled earlier this week 
by Vale of Glamorgan 
Labour MP John P Smith, 
who has joined the fight to 
try to save the monument.

Campaigners have been 
pressing for action to res
tore the monument for 
almost 30 years, and more 
than six years ago Mr 
Roberts promised to help.

Pledges were given that 
the government was 
ready to use its powers to 
acquire the castle and to 
gain access to restore i t  

But with no sign ol 
action Mr Smith, backed 
by a dozen South Wales 
MPs. put down a critical 
Commons motion claim
ing the issue was “an 
all-time record for govem-

By Bill Doult

ment inaction and Incom
petence in Wales.”

'I n e r t i a  P r iz e '
For he says he has dis

covered that in Novem
ber. 1983, the Minister, in 
a letter to the Vale ol 
Glamorgan previous Tory 
MP, the late Sir Raymond 
Gower, promised to help.

But in a recent letter to 
Mr Smith the Minister 
revealed that the Welsh 
Office was “still in dis
cussions" with the owner.

"Six and a half years 
we’ve been waiting and 
still nothing ... I reckon 
the Minister deserves the

A SOUTH WALES CAMPAIGNER for 
equal pension rights has welcomed a new  
EuroDean Community court ruling.

Nobel Prize for Inertia," 
declared the Vale MP.

Not so, says Mr Roberts, 
though. And he insists 
that Mr Smith knows that 
as well.

Fiercely denying he had 
been lax in trying to save 
the castle, the Minister 
claimed he, too. was dis
appointed that restor
ation work had not begun.

In d ic a te d

But he claimed the diffi
culties surrounding the 
situation had been ex
plained in a letter to the 
Vale MP.

For a start, he main
tained, compulsory ac
quisition of private 
property by the state was 
not an issue to be ap
proached lighUy.

The government had 
given undertakings that 
compulsory purchase 
powers would only be 
used where there was no 
alternative.

In the case of St Quen
tin's CasUe, the Minister 
said the owners had indi
cated they wanted to 
restore the castle and had 
sought statutory consent 
to do so.



A Brief History 
of St Quentin's

Battles have been fought at 
St.Quentin's Castle since the early 
12th Century.

Sl. Quentin's Castle 
boasts several very 
special features. The 
original early 12th 
Century keep was the 
second largest in
Glamorgan.

The existing gate
house, with its two 
vaulted guardrooms 
still intact, is unusual 
in that it was built to be 
defended both front 
and rear and thus also 
served as a keep.

Gilbert de Clare III, 
second only in impor
tance to King Edward 
II, built the Castle in 
1307-1314 before 
dying at the battle of

Bannockburn.
It was owned by 

Hugh Despenser the 
Younger who schemed 
his way to be more 
powerful than he King.

His successor 
Edward Despenser, 
Lord of Glamorgan, 
died there from his 
wounds suffered at the 
battle of Crecy fighting 
alongside the Black 
Prince.

James Tyrell (who 
organised the murder 
of the Princes in the 
Tower) governed the 
Castle.

It is said that Owain 
Glyndwr attacked it

and then Oliver 
Cromwell personally 
supervised its partial 
demolition.

The Castle has 
played an important 
role in both local and 
national history.

The Royal Commis
sion on Ancient Monu
ments states that exca
vation is certain to 
reveal more valuable 
parts of the construc
tion.

F u rth e r in fo rm a 

tion:
C ow bridge H is to ry  

Society.
K ath erin e  Jones, 

H ila r y  Thomas o r  
George Haynes, on:

Te l: 0 4 4 6  772415, 
775119, 772720

S T  Q U E N T I N ' S  O W N E R  | 

M A Y  B E  C H A R G E D  

W I T H  P E R J U R Y

The Director of Pub
lic Prosecutions may 
be asked to take 
action against St 
Q uen tin 's  Castle 
ow ner, M ichael 
Boland.

This follows prose
cutions by Mid Glam
organ County Council.

Judge Wesley QC 
said that he would con
sider passing his obser
vations on the case to 
the DPP with a view to 
Michael Boland being 
charged for perjury and 
conspiracy to pervert

the course of justice.
Giving his views on 

the case, the judge said 
he was not satisfied 
with the evidence 
given by Mr Boland 
and his main witnesses.

The case concerns 
alleged obstruction of a 
highway in Tondu 
Road, Bridgend.

The judge withheld 
sentencing until the 
outcome is known of 
an appeal by Mr 
Boland to the High 
Court in a separate 
case.

C O N T R O V E R S Y  
surrounding the fu
ture of St Quentin's 
Castle, Cowbridge, 
reached the House of 
Commons last week. 
Vale M P  John Smith 

asked the Welsh min
ister why he has failed 
to acquire the ancient 
monument under a 
C o m p u l s o r y  
P urchase O rder, 
agreed upon over six 
years ago by the 
W elsh O ffice
m inister Mr Wyn 
Roberts.
The early day motion 
was sponsored by 12 
MP's, angry at the 
lack of action to save 
the 16th cen tu ry  
castle from decay. 

According to local 
co u n c illo r  V ictor  
Eveleigh, local people

SL Q uentin 's  Castle w as  b u ilt by G ilbert SL Claire In the fourteenth  century and w as have been fighting to 
the sum m er residence o f the Lord  o f G lam organ, w ho d ied  there  In 1375. have St Q uentin's

Local residents fear fo r the fu tu re  o f the  castle  after years o f inaction  by the Castle renovated and
authorities . preserved as an an

cient monument, but 
their demands have 
still not been met. 
Despite action by the 

W elsh O ffice  in 
structing that the 
castle be acquired by 
com pulsory  pur
chase order, it still 
remains in the hands 
of a private owner.

The issue finally 
came to a head in 
January 1988 when 
CADW - the Welsh 
monument preserva
tion group met local 
residents who agreed 
to a programme of 
remedial work. 
Money was allocated 
for the work, but ac
cording to Coun. 
E veleigh , nothing  
happened. 
Complaining at the 

lack of action, Mr 
Smith said "I reckon 
the minister deserves 
the Nobel Prize for 
Inertia.”

ri
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COMMONS LEADI
BACKS ST. QUENT

EXCLUSIVE BY SARAH HOSS
RESIDENTS cam 
p a ign in g  for the  
preservation o f St 
Quentin’s Castle in 
Cowbridge have re
cruited the powerful 
su p p ort o f  Sir  
G eo ffrey  H ow e 
leader of the House 
of Commons.
The GEM contacted 

Sir Geoffrey when it 
was revealed that he

has family connec
tions with Cowbridge. 
SirGeoffrey toIdThe 

GEM:
“I know that there is 

understandable con
cern in theCowbridge 
area that more needs 
to be done to conserve 
St Quentin’s Castle 
“It is a fine monu

ment and one that we 
arc al 1 keen to protect.

Government, in the 
shape of Cadw, has a 
role to play and is 
currently working 
with the owners of the 
Castle to establish a 
programmeofconscr-

St. Q u e n tin ’s C astle: A ctio n  a t last?

vation.

“O f cou rse,” Sir 
Geoffrey continued, 
“the possibility of 
compulsory acquisi
tion exists for monu
ments were other 
routes to fail but this 
must be seen as a last 
resort as Parliament 
made clear when the 
law was passed. 

“Iknow IhatSirWyn 
Roberts, as the Minis
ter responsible for 
Heritage matters at the 
Welsh Office, is keep
ing closely in touch 
with developments.
“I am sure he will do 

all he can to ensure 
the preservation of 
this important monu
ment.”

The plight o f this 
twelfth century castle 
has been causing con
cern amongst Cowbr
idge residents for over 
30 years.
Cllr. V. Evcleigh, 

who has been cam
paigning for the pres
ervation of the castle 
since the early 1960s 
said:

“It is nice to know 
that following this, the 
result o f  many 
pcoplc’seffortsinpre- 
serving our heritage, 
after 30 years of ne
glect, something is 
now being done to pre
serve St Quentin’s 
Castle.

O ffe rin g  support: S ir  G eoffrey H ow e

“I am sure that many 
people in this area will 
be pleased that this ac
tion is being taken as 
a result o f the interest 
shown across a wide 
political spectrum and 
will be grateful to The 
GEM for supporting

the Town Counci I and 
the Cowbridge His
tory Society in their 
campaign.
Mr Smith told The 

GEM: “I have taken 
this issue to the leader 
of The House in an 
attempt toobtain long- 
awaited Welsh Office 
action to prevent fu
ture deterioration of

this historic monu
m ent”

Vale MP John Smith 
first drew Sir 
Geoffrey’s attention 
to this issue last month 
after he discovered 
that Sir Geoffrey’s 
Great Great Great 
Grandfather was a 
farmer in Cowbridge.



RESTORATION CAMPAIGN: MP John Smith (left) and Mr Vic.Eveleigh, of the 
Cowbridge and District Historical Society, inspect St Quentin's Castle.
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THOUSANDS OF pounds 
worth of emergency re
pairs will be carried out 
by the Welsh Office to one 
of Wales’s privately- 
owned ancient monu
ments to stop it falling 
down.

In an unprecedented move, 
officials from Cadw — Welsh 
Historic Monuments — have 
been given the go-ahead to 
force their way Into the prop
erty to do the work If the 
owner, a Penarth business
man, falls to co-operate.

The plan was unveiled last 
night just as the latest shots 
were being fired In the House 
of Commons In the 30-year 
battle to save the 14th-cen
tury St Quentin’s Castle, at 
Llanblethlan, near Cow- 
bridge.

Campaigners fighting to 
save the building are angry 
that despite a Welsh Office 

- promise In 1983 to com-

falling down
By DAVID VICKERMAN, Ä Ä  

Environment Correspondent Road p enarth. He could not
be contacted last night for 

pulsorlly purchase the ruin, comment 
so restoration work could be s t  Quentin’s was built for 
carried out, nothing has been Gilbert de Clare at the begln-
done until now.

Last night Vale of 
Glamorgan Labour MP Mr 
John Smith said, "St Quen
tin’s Castle In Llanblethlan— 
an early 14th-century monu
ment with its unique gate
house — has been under 
threat for at least 26 years.”

COMPLETED

nlng of the 14th century, but 
he diyd a t the age of 23 at the 
Battle of Bannockburn, 
before the castle was com
pleted.

Local campaigners want 
the building, which overlooks 
the river, turned into a tourist 
attraction.

Last night a spokesman for 
Cadw said the necessary 

Minister of State Sir Wyn notice had been served on the 
Roberts said In the Commons owner and emergency work 
last night that Welsh Office ^as expected to begin on 
was satisfied the owner had December 17. 
had every opportunity to He sa d the work would be 
carry out urgent works; as limited to shoring up danger- 
the owner had not done so it ous “ «* other e™;rK-
had stepped In to preserve encJ! i°J?? Prevent the 
the Integrity of the monu- • castle falling down. 
m e n t, Cadw will pay for the work.

■ ■ »—  t m u m m m
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AFTER 26 YEARS of tireless campaigning by local residents, councillors and 
history societies, CADW - Welsh Historic Monuments - are finally going to 
carry out emergency repairs to St. Quentin’s Castle, starting on December 17.

B y H elen  Lavender

This unprece
dented decision to 
act was taken as 
Vale MP John 
Smith attacked the 
Welsh Office in a 
Commons debate 
over their "failure 
to protect one of 
Wales' most pre
cious ancient 
monuments."
The 14lh century 

castle, owned by Pe-

narth property devel
oper M ichael Bo
land, was the subject 
o f a preservation or
der from the Secre
tary o f  S tate for 
Wales in 1978.
In 1983, the Welsh 

O ffice declared it 
was going to com
pulsorily purchase

the site and granted 
CADW statutory 
powers to enter the 
property to com 
mence restoration.

CADW failed to 
act, preferring  to 
consider Mr Bo
land’s personal res
toration plans none 
of which came to 
fruition.
John Smith tabled 

an Early Day Mo
tion to draw atten
tion to the inaction 
of the Welsh Office. 
Mr Smith told the 
Commons:

“It would appear 
that the landowner is 
continuing to make a 
fool out of the 
Welsh Office Minis
ter and in the mean
time the onset of yet 
another winter may 
seriously affect the 
structure, both from

high winds and wa
ter penetration.”

Mr Smith called on 
the Welsh Office to 
acquire the site im
m ediately , but a 
spokesperson for 
CADW said  that 
they would only 
consider a Compul
sory Purchase Order 
as a drastic last step 
to secure the future 
of the monument.

Cowbridge Town 
C ouncillor Victor 
Eveleigh , who 
spearheaded the 
campaign to save St 
Quentin’s, feels such 
action is long over
due.

“Compulsory pur
chase is the only so
lution - we have to 
worry about the fu
ture of the casde.

“I would not want 
future generations to 
have to go through a 
30 year battle as we 
have had to.”
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Castle that 
refuses 
to die
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URGENT repairs to a priva- Cadw, the Welsh historic monu- 
tely-owned South Wales castle ments organisation, will carry out 
will be paid for by the Govern- the work.
m ent in a unique move, it was 
announced in the Commons 
late last night.

Welsh minister of state Sir Wyn 
Roberts said during a short debate 
that work to remove tree growth 
and treat masonry would be 
carried out on 14th century St 
Quentin’s Castle, near Cgwbridge.

It is the first time the' Welsh

Sir Wyn told the House the 
Welsh Office made the decision to 
intervene only after owners had 
been “afforded every opportunity” 
to carry out repairs.

He added: “I do not rule out the 
use of compulsory purchase orders 
if that proves to be the only way to 
safeguard the monument.”

Labour’s John Smith (Vale of 
It is the first time the Welsh / “'Glamorgan), who opened the de- 

Office has used statutory powers to , bate, said: “We do have to act very 
restore a listed building in private quickly. The state of the castle is 
ownership. • • "* now quite worrying.”

Sir Wyn hinted that a compul- He added: “You can hardly see 
sory purchase order may be made it, even though it’s a three storey
on the castle if it is allowed to monument, because of the over
deteriorate further. growth.”



\

Welsh historic monuments - CADW - are This week the Vale Borough council has 
currently reviewing St Quentin's castle to 'fully endorsed’ the work carried out by 
find out how the ancient ruin can be pre- CADW last December which prevented St 
served. Quentin’s castle from falling down.

A spokesman fo r  CADW told The GEM: CADW had to carry out emergency repairs 
"The latest development is that the owner’s to save the castle from imminent collapse, 
agents are discussing with CADW what Tree growth and ivy was removed from the 
needs to be done now." gatehouse and masonry was treated to pre-

The castle, in Llanblethian, had fallen into vent further damage, 
disrepair fo r  many years and local residents, CADW had to use its reserve powers to
councillors and Vale MP John Smith called enter the ruin without the owner's consent 
on CADW to put a compulsory purchase or- The castle is pictured before the vital work 
d e ro n it was done. 4

j>  ( J  £Tc h o

Castle
repairs
backed
PROPOSED improvement 
work to save St Quentins ! 
Castle near Cowbridge : 
from collapse has been ( 
supported by Vole of , 
Glamorgan councillors. jyç j

",r:The ?!‘,Wel.sh ^Office- 1 
ancient monuments group,- 
CADW, plcn to use their' "j 
powers to carry out work | 
to the castle in Lion- g 
blethian, including remov- 1 
ing trees and ivy at upper 
levels and the treatment ' 
of masonry to prevent its 1 
collapse.' ,

In a report to council* 1 
lors, Mr John Maitland I 
Evans, the Vale's director ' 
of planning and environ- ] 
mental services, said the 
castle was an Ancient 
Monument and concern 
hod been expressed by f 
many interested froups 1 
about its deteriorating 1 
condition. — 1

He went on: "I am of the 
opinion that the current 
action should be wel
comed as a positive step ; 
towards the preservation f 
of this important Ancient i 
Monument.''*.0. n > I



Cadw captures castle
By D A V ID  V IC K E R M A N  

Environm ent C orrespondent

A 30-YEAR BATTLE to capture an 
historic Welsh castle for the nation is over.

For the first time in Britain, a Government 
heritage agency is preparing to compulsorily 
purchase a listed building to ensure its preser
vation.

The ruined 14th century St Quintin’s Castle, 
overlooking the river at Llanblethian in the Vale 
of Glamorgan, has been the subject of a lengthy 
campaign by historians, conservationists and 
local council officials to save it from total decay.

Today the Welsh Office will serve notice that 
it intends to compulsorily purchase the castle, 
near Cowbridge, and take it under the care of the 
Secretary of State for Wales.

Delighted
The news that the building is to be saved was 

welcomed last night by local campaigners.
The Mayor of Cowbridge and Llanblethian, 

Victor Eveleigh, said, “We are delighted; it has 
been a 30-year struggle.”

A draft compulsory purchase order is pub
lished in the W e s te rn  M a i l  today paving the way 
for the Welsh Office to acquire St Quintin’s 
Castle from the present owner, farmer Michael 
Boland, of Bridgend. He now has 21 days to ob
ject before the castle is purchased, at a price 
determined by the district valuer, and looked 
after by the Welsh Historic Monuments agency, 
Cadw.

S tllio fc z



m e a ts  u n ite  to  s a v e  a t  u u e n tin 's

THE LAST BATTLE
The unprecedented  
step taken  by the 
Welsh Office of using 
a Compulsory P ur
chase Order is the lat
est tactic in the battle 
to save St Q uentin's 
Castle.

By Stephen Johnson

If successful it will 
be the first time that a 
CPO will have been 
used to save an 
Ancient Monument.

The Castle owners. 
Gatehouse Investments 
Ltd, have objected to 
the CPO and as a result 
a Public Enquiry will 
be held in Cowbridge 
Town Hall starting on 
St David’s Day, March 
L

St Quentin's has 
played an important 
role in both local and

national history, and 
the Royal Commission 
on Ancient Monuments 
have told The GEM 
that excavation of the 
castle would be certain 
to reveal more valuable 
parts of the construc
tion.

History Society 
committee member 
George Haynes told 
the GEM:

"St. Quentin's is by 
far Cowbridge's most 
important historical 
monument, and as well 
as a local landmark the 
castle is a national 
landmark which has 
been involved with 
many famous people".

Cowbridge History 
Society has been lead- 
ing the campaign to 
save St Quentin's for 
the past thirty four 
years and will be pre-

S T  Q U E N T I N  S  O W N E R  

M A Y  B E  C H A R G E D  

W I T H  P E R J U R Y

The Director of Pub
lic Prosecutions may 
be asked to take 
action against St 
Q u en tin 's  Castle 
ow ner, M ichael 
Boland.

This follows prose
cutions by Mid Glam
organ County Council.

Judge Wesley QC 
said that he would con
sider passing his obser
vations on the case to 
the DPP with a view to 
Michael Boland being 
charged for perjury and

the course ol justice.
Giving his views on 

the case, the judge said 
he was not satisfied 
with the evidence 
given by Mr Boland 
and his main witnesses.

The case concerns 
alleged obstruction of a 
highway in Tondu 
Road, Bridgend.

The judge withheld 
sentencing until the 
outcome is known of 
an appeal by Mr 
Boland to the High 
Court in a separate

senting evidence to the 
public inquiry as an 
interested third party.

After two years of 
low key pressure, the 
Society are calling on 
the people of Cow
bridge to turn out in 
force at the inquiry to 
help save the historical 
landmark.

George Haynes who 
has been involved with 
the Cowbridge History 
Society for the past 
five years told the 
GEM:

"It is important that

the people of Cow
bridge turn out at the 
public inquiry because 
the inspector will 
weigh part of his rec
ommendation on the 
level of public support 
for the CPO”.

People wishing to 
support the CPO but

cannot make it to the 
public inquiry the His
tory Society have 
launched a petition 
which has to be com
pleted by February 26.

For those of you 
who wish to sign, 
copies of the petition 
have been placed in the 
following Cowbridge 
shops.

Ballantynes, Bul- 
mers Antiques, J. 
Brown and Son. Cham- 
berlains, Cowbridge 
Book Shop. Cowbridge 
Surgery, Fine and 
Evans, Oxfam and 
Watts and Morgan.

. . . .

GATE HOUSE: B ut can  St Q u e n tin 's  w ith 
s ta n d  th e  fo rce s  o f the  free  m arke t?

ST
HILARY

CHIMNEY
FIRE

C ow bridge Fire 
Brigade were called 
out on Tuesday 
evening to tackle a 
chimney fire at East 
Dawn F arm , St. 
Hilary.

Battling against dri
ving wind and rain 
they had to form a 
bridge out of three lad
ders to enable them to

St. Quentin's Castle 
boasts several very 
special features. The 
original early 12 th 
Century keep was the 
second largest in 
Glamorgan.

The existing gate
house, with its two

Bannockburn.
It was owned by 

Hugh Despenser the 
Younger who schemed 
his way to be more 
powerful than he King.

His successor 
Edward Despenser, 
Lord of Glamorean.

and then Oliver 
Cromwell personally 
supervised its partial 
demolition.

The Castle has 
played an important 
role in both local and 
national history.

The Royal Commis
sion on Ancient Monu
ments states that exca
vation is certain to
r p t / p o l  r r m r o  u o l i m k l o

A Brief History 
of St Quentin's

Battles have been fought at 
St.Quentin's Castle since the early 
12th Century.



which may be compulsorily purchased to save it from further decayCRUMBLING: St Quentin’s Castle, Llanblethian, near Cowbridge,

FACTFILET H E  battle  to  save a crum blin g  an c ien t cas 
tle  is reach ing  its c lim ax  —  afte r a w ar of 

Iw o rd s  lasting  m ore than  30  years .

Remains of Llanbk'ffaiafl 

Csstle • -------- - r  t
IN the 12th century, St ■  
Q uentin ’s had the s e c o n c f l  
largest keep in W ales. It v H  
built on the site of an eartljrt 
mound, which form ed parK l 
earlier Norman fo r t if ic a t io r l 
G ilbert de Clare III, s e c o n |l 

on ly in im portance to King I  
Edward II, built the "m o d e r l 
castle betw een 1307 and 1  
1314, before he was killed 
the battle  o f Bannockburn. 'I 
It boasted a grange, oxen-j 

shed and outbuild ings -  all |  
which have long since ) 
disappeared.
St Q uentin 's owners include 
Hugh D espenser the I  
Younger, who schem ed his | 
w ay to be m ore powerful tha 
the King. H is successor, 
Edward Despenser, Earl of 
G lam organ, d ied in the castli 
from  w ounds he suffered 
fighting a longside the B lack 
Prince at the battle  of Crecy 
Jam es Tyre ll, w ho organiser 

the  m urder of the princes in 
the tow er, governed St 
Q uentin ’s. O w ain G lyndwr 
a ttacked it, and Cromwell 
tried to knock it down 
By the 19th century, it h a d  

becom e a cow  shed. It final' 
fe ll dere lict in the 1940s 
On St D avid ’s Day, the futui 

I o f St Q uentin ’s w ill be decio

iMAENDYI St Quentin’s Castle, near Cowbridge, could soon 
become the first ancient monument in Wales to be 
compulsorily purchased by the Secretary of State.

A public inquiry will Bfc 
decide  next week
whether the ruin should Vic Eveleigh said today: 
be tak en  away from

St Quentins

ABERTH1N WELSH’-- 
ST DONATS

Greenfield
/Way

He has had plenty of lKi 
iMichael Bowland, who tim e to do som ething 110 
[has owned it since 1965. about the castle already. lk  
I Cadw -  the  W elsh “If he is allow ed to 
lo ffice  ancien t monu- hold onto the castle any 
Intents d epartm en t -  longer, it will fall into 
Isays the remains of the further disrepair.”
I l2 th  century castle are The Cowbridge & 
[falling down. D istrict Local H istory
I  And local people want Society has been at the 
I t o  see th e  ru in  pre- fo re fro n t of the  cam- 
Iserved -  before it turns paign to save St 
I t o  rubble. Quentin’s for more than
I  Both believe taking St two decades.
■Q u e n t in ’s into s ta te  History society mem- 
■o w n e rs h ip  is the only her George Haynes told 
■w a y  to save it. For 20 the Echo: “It is by far 
■ y e a r s  th e  elusive Mr the most important his- 
■B ow land  has declined to torical landmark in the 
■ r e v e a l  his plans for the whole of the area, 
■c a s t le .  “It is extremely impor-
■  Today, he could not be tan t to local h isto ry , 
■c o n ta c te d  for comment. W elsh h isto ry  and 
■ M r  Bowland’s form al n a tional h isto ry , by 
■op p o sitio n  to compulso- virtue of the people who 
■ r y  purchase says he have lived  th e re  and 
■b e liev es  there are other been associated with the 
■w a y s  of saving St castle.
^TOuentin’s -  without say- “A lot of people think 
■ m g  what they are. our heritage is one of
■  But Cowbridge and the most im portant

COWBRIDGE

River Thaw J
LLANBLETHIAN

fo r good

ftl it of B o u N P s ^ ^ g g j jy g a g á a

CAMPAIGNERS w ho 
have been l ig h t in g  to 
save an a n c ie n t W elsh  
cas tle  to r 30 years  are 
sce n tin g  v ic to ry .
N ext w e e k , a p u b lic  
in q u iry  w i l l  d e c ide  the 
tu tu re  ot St Q uen tin 's  

C astle , near 
C ow bridge .
The Echo in v e s tig a te s

By C h ris  B ish o p



COWBRIDGE
Campaigners trying to save St Quentin's cas
tle for future generations reacted angrily 
when they were snubbed by officials from 
CADW - the organisation whose aim it is to 
preserve ancient monuments.

By Stephen Johnson
At an impromptu 

public meeting held in 
Cowbridge Town Hall 
one Cowbridge resi
dent described the her
itage departm ent as 
being "only fit to oper
ate in Ceausescu's 
Romania".

Over a hundred peo
ple turned up at the 
Town Hall to lobby the 
proposed Public 
Inquirv into St 
Quentin's.

But the Inquiry had 
been cancelled at the
eleventh hour when the 
owner of St Quentin's, 
Mr. Michael Boland, 
agreed to put the castle 
into Guardianship.

A spokesperson for 
the local History Soci
ety told The GEM:

"It is regrettable that 
CADW. having sent 
four members of its 
staff to stand at the 
Town Hall entrance to 
tell people that the 
hearing was cancelled, 
and despite being 
invited three times to 
do so, did not see the 
need for the simple 
courtesy of coming up 
into the Town Hall to 
explain to the hundred 
or so people assembled 
there what exactly had 
been accomplished.

"We have read the 
statement put out by

CADW, but, because 
the statement explains 
very little, we will be 
asking Mr. John Carr, 
Chief executive of 
CADW what exactly is 
meant by G uardian
ship.

"We particularly 
want to know how 
much more time will 
elapse before work 
begins to save 
castle's fabric.

"Also, what are 
legal arrangements 
which Still need sorting 
out.

"There was a further 
fall of masonry on 
Monday; we hope that 
this is not a bad omen".

There were calls 
from the floor of the 
meeting to increase the 
pressure on Cadw 
through the local MP 
Walter Sweeney.

Mr Sweeney
responded to the news 
of the guardianship 
scheme by telling The 
GEM:

"The effect of this 
will be that CADW 
will be able to take 
over the management 
of the castle and ensure 
its survival.

"I am naturally 
delighted that the cam
paign to save the castle 
has at last proved suc
cessful",____________

Over a hundred 
people turned 
up at the Town 
Hall for the Pub
lic Inquiry 
which never 
was. In all over 
a thousand resi
dents of Cow
bridge
expressed the 
need for a CPO 
to be issued to 
save St 
Quentin's

Mr. Vic Eveleigh has been 
actively involved in the cam
paign to save St Quentins. 
Castle for many of years 
and this is his reaction to the 
events on St David's Day.

On Monday, January 
28, the Town Clerk 
telephoned me to say 
that a meeting with 
Cadw, to finalise 
arrangements for the 
Public Enquiry, had 
been delayed and I 
should be at the Town 
Hall at 2 .30pm.

The Town Clerk, 
Cllr.. Roberts and 1 
waited until 4.00pm. 
When we telephoned 
Cadw to find out what 
was happening we 
were then told that the 
Public Enquiry had 
been cancelled. This 
was confirmed by Fax, 
timed 16:37pm.

Subsequently, I 
learned that people 
from Cadw would be 
present at the Town 
Hall on Tuesday morn
ing with a printed 
hand-out to explain the 
situation.

Four people turned 
up and duly handed out 
leaflets and quite a few

attempt to attend.
Nevertheless, many 

people had taken the 
trouble to turn up felt 
in need of information 
about the proposed 
Guardianship and its 
effect on the future of 
the Castle.

About 100 people 
made their way into the 
hall and held an infor
mal meeting, at which 
I attempted to explain 
what was going on, as 
far as 1 could explain.

I told them that Mr 
Morris of Cadw was 
asked, at least 4 times 
if he would come 
upstairs to explain the 
situation.

He categorically 
refused to enter the hall 
and said that the leaflet 
explained the position 
and he could add noth
ing to what was 
printed.

Any further informa
tion would appear to be 
obtained bv writing to

The spontaneous 
reaction from the peo
ple

who had turned up for 
a Public Enquiry was 
that we had been 
treated with extreme 
discourtesy, especially 
in a total refusal to 
speak to us or explain 
what was meant by 
Guardianship.

My personal feeling 
is that if Cadw felt that 
they had achieved 
something in having 
the Castle put into 
guardianship they will 
have been only too 
eager to tell us about it.

This would have 
given the situation a 
positive aspect.

As it is, because 
Cadw refused to take 
part we have a "here 
we go again" reaction, 
especially in view of 
the long history of pre
viously frustrated
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► O P E N  TO V IS IT O R S  St Quentin’s Castle and right, Madeline and Michael Boland 
exploring the castle. PICTURES: Paul Rose VARIED HISTORY OF MONUMENT

T H E  la n d  a ro u n d  S t Q u e n tin ’s  

C a s tle  h a s  b e e n  th e  h o m e  o f a  
c a s tle  s in c e  th e  1 2 th  C e n tu ry .

H o w e v e r, h is to r ia n s  a re  n o t 
s u re  w h a t fo rm  th e  o rig in a l 
s tru c tu re  w o u ld  h a v e  ta k e n . It 
is  th o u g h t th a t a  tim b e r  
rin g w o rk  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d , 
w ith  a  d e fe n s iv e  b a n k  a n d  
d itc h .

T h e  c a s tle  a s  it s ta n d s  to d a y  
w a s  s ta rte d  b y  G ilb e rt III d e  

C la re , a n d  it is  m e n tio n e d  in  
re p o rts  o f th e  1 3 1 4  b a ttle  o f 
B a n n o c k b u rn . It  th e n  p a s s e d  
in to  th e  h a n d s  o f H u g h  
D e s p e n s e r th e  y o u n g e r, a n d  in  
1 3 2 0  w a s  s e t o n  A re  a s  p a rt o f

th e  b a ro n ’s  u p ris in g .
T h e  c a s tle  w a s  k e p t a s  a n  

a d m in is tra tio n  c e n tre  fo r  th e  
n e x t h u n d re d  y e a rs  o r  m o re , 
a lth o u g h  in  1 4 7 7  th e re  is  
re fe re n c e  to  it  b e in g  u s e d  to  

h o ld  p ris o n e rs . B y  th e  m id - 
1 5 0 0 s  it w a s  o ffic ia lly  b e in g  
u s e d  a s  a  p ris o n , a lth o u g h  
a fte r  th a t p e rio d  n o  fu rth e r _ 
re c o rd s  a re  k e p t o f th e  c a s tle  
a s ja ilh o u s e .

S t Q u e n tin ’s  C a s tle  w a s  

u s e d  in  th e  1 9 th  C e n tu ry  a s  
d o m e s tic  a c c o m m o d a tio n , 
a lth o u g h  b y  th e  e n d  o f th e  
c e n tu ry  it h a d  b e c o m e  little  

m o re  th a n  a  c a ttle  s h e d .



THE spectacular St 
Quentin’s Castle in 
Llanblethian has been 
reopened to the public 
after years of derelic
tion.

The castle, which has been 
standing since the 14th 
Century, was handed over to 
the care of Cadw in 1994 by 
the present owners Michael 
and Madeline Boland.

Since then, many repairs 
have been made to the 
structure of the ancient 
building, including adding 
additional support and 
repointing. The work cost 
Cadw £370,000 over five 
years.

The castle had been  
allowed to fall into disrepair 
since the 16th Century, and 
was opened to the public for

By Luke Merlini

lu k e .m e r lin i@ w m e .c o .u k

the first time yesterday as 
part of a grand ceremony.

Visitors to the site, which 
offers spectacular views 
across the Vale, will be able 
to walk around the remains 
and even visit the upper 
floors. Information points 
around the castle offer 
details of its history.

Assembly Environment 
Secretary Sue Essex was at 
Llanblethian to officially 
open the village’s newest 
tourist attraction. In her 
speech she expressed her 
gratitude to the local com
munity.

She said: “It’s magnificent. 
All the work has revealed 
something that has been

there since the 14th 
Century.

“Local people will be able 
to look around now and Fm 
sure people will come as 
part of a tour.”

The Mayor of Cowbridge, 
Coun Geoff Cox, agreed. He 
said: “It’s an asset to the 
town and demonstrates the 
skills of the Cadw staff. We 
are extremely pleased with 
the work they’ve done.” 

Michael Boland said he 
was happy with the work 
that had been carried out 
and added: “It was kept 
closed for people’s own safe
ty. I’m very pleased for the 
people of Cowbridge.”
■  The castle wil be open to the 
public daily from  10am to 4pm.

Call 029 2082 6186, for more 
details.

I I  }l] 7-000
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that this interim order 
should be made.

“This will give time to 
consider what should be 
done either to negotiate an 
agreement with the owner 
for 'Its repair and main
tenance or to place a per
manent preservation no* ce 
on it under which the Sec
retary of State will take 
the whole of the castle into 
his guardianship and pay 
compensation to t h e  
owner.”

The notice of the order 
refers to the “danger of 
damage from neglect” that 
threatens the monument 
which is "or national 
Importance."

Mr. Boland would make 
no comment, but the people 
who live near the castle 
have welcomed tire notice.

Mrs. Vera Rees, of Four 
Hedges, Llanblethian, said 
sho had lived there for 11 
years and that the shape of

the ruin had changed 
noticeably. “We would 
definitely like to see it pre
served prop rly,” sha said.

Mrs. Hilarie Gilbertson, 
of Castle Cottage, said: 
“Future generations would 
feel very had done by if 
the castle was allowed to 
crumble away. It is going 
to cast a lot to put it right, 
but is is well worth pre
serving.

“It is not only an 
interesting ruin but it is

set in a magnificent posi
tion overlooking the River 
Thaw, and in the valley 
below the bowmen of old 
used to practice.

“The trouble has been 
that over the years people 
have filched stones iron 
the oastle and, in fact, I 
think my own home was 
partially built with its
material, But, as It is now, 
it's c e r t a i n l y  very
dangerous and stones could 
fall off it at a tv/ minute.”

M orris

to  help
preserve
castle
T H E  S e c r e t a r y  of 
State for Wales, Mr. 
John M o r r i s ,  has 
stepped in to heir 
save the crumbling St. 
Q uin tin ’s Castle, at 
Llanbleth ian, f r o m  
fu rth e r deterioration.

An interim preservation 
Order has been placed on 
the e a r l y  14th Cen
tury building which* Mr. 
Michael Boland, of Hick
man Road, Penarth, has 
owned since 1965. The 
notice means that nothing 
can be done to the castle 
for 21 months without per
mission.

Advisable

The castle Is noteworthy 
for its gatehouse, but the 
Welsh Office say that its 
keep and walls have eroded 
and become overgrown.

For 15 years, a statement 
said, the Ancient Monu
ments Branch had been in 
negotiation w i t h  the 

' previous owner, his execu
tors and with the present 
owner about the castle’s 
upkeep and the possibility 
of taking it into the Sec
retary of State’s guardian
ship. But these negoti
ations have come to 
nothing.

A Welsh Office spokes
man said: “The risk of 
further rapid deteriora
tion is such and the value 
of the monument is such 
that it is thought advisable


