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What5s
Happening 
to
Cowbridge?
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Could you have d i r e c te d  Cromwell to  h i s  d e s t in a t io n  a t  th e  Spread Eagle 
lion? TTas y o u r g ra n d fa th e r  a s c h o la r  a t  th e  E agle Acadeiry? The "build ing whose 
rooms have w itn e sse d  such ev en ts  i s  a  seem ingly n o n d e sc rip t dun-coloxrred 
e d i f i c e  o p p o s ite  th e  Masons Arms. I t s  e x te r n a l  appearance , however, does no 
j u s t i c e  to  th e  i n t e r i o r  which d a te s  "back to  E liz a b e th a n  days, when i t  was 
th e  p r in c ip a l  in n  o f  Cowbridge.j

In s id e , th e re  s t i l l  rem ains -  f o r  th e  most p a r t  in  good c o n d itio n  -  th e  
g re a t  h a l l  w ith  i t s  two im p ressiv e  s to r e  f i r e p la c e s .  Hie o rn a te  c a rv in g  on 
seme p f  th e  o r ig in a l  m in s tre l  g a l l e r i e s  may be seen  to  t h i s  day. These, 
to g e th e r  w ith  th e  no tew orthy  v a u lte d  ro o f  and c e i l in g ,  g iv e  to  th e  h a l l  an 
a i r  o f  c e n tu r ie s  p a s t .  An. o ld  ra c e  n o t ic e  o f  1769 t e l l s  o f  th e  Spread E agle 
-uin, whose Assembly H a ll was so d is t in g u is h e d  th a t  even th e  Rev John  Cam e 
was n o t a v e rse  to  p la y in g  ca rd s  th e re .

By 1605 th e  e s ta b lish m e n t had undergone a  r a d ic a l  change o f  occu p an ts :
The G rea t H a ll had become th e  schoolroom  o f  th e  E ag le  Academy. Here th e  sons, 
anu^a few d a u g h te rs , o f  w ea lth y  fa rm ers  and tradesm an le a rn e d  th e  rud im en ts  
Oi - h e i r  e d u ca tio n , th e  s p e c i a l i t i e s  b e in g  c o p p e rp la te  h an d w ritin g  and acco u n ts . 
The s tu d e n ts  were b o th  m ature and young peop le  from th e  town, a s  w e ll  a s  th ose  
wno lodged , o r  w alked d a i ly  from a s  f a r  as  C olw inston . There was r i v a l r y  betw een 

. ?-rid th e  Grammar School, th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  l a t t e r  b e in g  c l a s s i c a l
- s c lro la rs  who tended  to  re g a rd  th e  E ag le  a s  an i n f e r i o r  c o l le g e .  There was a lso  
& sim m ering feu d  betw een th e  ty r a n n ic a l  headm aster o f  th e  E ag le , W illiam  Lewis, 
a ^ M g - p i i p i l s .  One p u p i l ,  provoked to  v io le n c e  by  i l l - t r e a tm e n t ,  th rew  a b o t t l e  
o r  re d  i n k 'a i  h i s  m a ste r, le a v in g  a  'stajL rç.of freedom ’ unon th e  w a ll ,  
n e v e r th e le s s , • th e  Acadeny p ro v id ed  a  sound, e d u ca tio n  f o r  s e v e ra l  l o c a l  peop le

become in  l a t e r  l i f e ,  and whose g ra n d c h ild re n  s t i l l  l i v e
•*» th e  d i s t r i c t .  : ■•A»-' '

, , , °P®nihg o f  th e  B oard  School on Broadway saw th e  d e c lin e  o f  th e  Academy 
whif;h  ^ a l l y  c lo se d  in  th e  1 8 7 0 's . Once more th e  r o le  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  changed -  

. A fi^ io u ltu ra l S to re s , i t  became th e  p ro p e rty ; o f  Edward. John  A Son,
■' ~CT th r e e  g e n e ra tio n s . The e n te r p r i s e  proved p o p u la r  w ith  lo c a l

* feW»' a t  one t iE e » r e a d i ly  gave f i n a n c ia l  su p p o rt to  th e  b u s in e s s . In
■Lf J , x t  uaken over W  Ranks N a tio n a l Compounds, and in  1969 by  a  su b sid ia ry  
o r  the  nrme f irm , d u rin g  which, tim e th e  g r e a t  h a l l  was u sed  as  a  g ra in  s to re ,  
^ v e n tu a lly  th e  b u i ld in g  d e te r io r a te d  to  such an  e x te n t  th a t  th e  f irm  moved o u t 
le a v in g  empty an  e s ta b lish m e n t w hich had th r iv e d  f o r  o v er 400 y e a r s .

p.t.o.



The Spread Eagle (co n tin u ed )

T?hat i s  to  "becorae o f  th e  EagLe S to re s?  P lann ing  p e rm iss io n  has been  
g iven  f o r  shops and f l a t s  to  be b u i l t  in  th e  f r o n t  s e c t io n . The h i s t o r i c  
g re a t  h a l l  i s  covered  by  a p re s e rv a tio n  o rd e r , a lth o u g h  i t s  r a r e ,  b a r r e l -  
v a u lte d  r o o f  has u n fo r tu n a te ly  been  sad ly  n e g le c te d . But what o f  th e  o ld  
co b b le -s to n e d  k itc h e n  w ith  i t s  oven and th e  v a u lte d  w in e -c e l la r?  These had 
n o t b een  m entioned to  u s ;  we knew n o th in g  o f  them u n t i l  we a c tu a l ly  viewed 

hera. I t  i s  hoped th a t  th e se  a ls o  w i l l  be  p re se rv e d . So, n ex t tim e you h u rry  
down th e  High S t r e e t  p a s t  E ag le  Lane, sp a re  a thought f o r  th e  o ld  b u i ld in g  
and sp are  a  though t f o r  your* h e r i ta g e .

J u l i e  C u r t i s /  C aro lin e  In s  on.

, g r a v e  n e w s

In  a  f i e l d  betw een Welsh. S t D onats and 
T a ir  Onen, a  Bronze Age round barrow  
was excava ted  in  August 1977 by  th e  
D epartm ent o f  A rchaeology, U .C .C a rd iff , 
and th e  C a r d if f  A rchaeology S o c ie ty , 
under th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  M iss J e n n i f e r  
P r ic e  and M iss M argaret Ehreriberg.

V is i to r s  to  th e  s i t e  saw a 
c e n t r a l  t u r f  mound su rrounded  by  two 
c i r c u l a r  s to n e  w a lls .  The f in d s  
in c lu d e d  s ix  human b u r i a l s ,  a  b ronze  
dagger and awl, p a r t s  o f  seven p o t te r y  

'  v e s s e ls  and many f l i n t  im plem ents.

We c o n g ra tu la te  M iss P r ic e  and h e r  
departm en t on th e  su ccess  o f  t h i s  
e x ca v a tio n , and thank  h e r  f o r  th e  
in fo rm a tio n  p ro v id ed .

P e te r  D av ies. : ;

' 'T '~ a " a  a « 8 ■ ■ d « « «  if"
FI LM S U M M A R Y

— .«:» * » ■ ■ « n »
A f te r  ’Two M inute Warning* w ith  
C h a r lto n  H eston, th e  new suspense 
t h r i l l e r  ’B lack  Sunday’ (AA) a g a in  
p la y s  on th e  d e fe n c e le s sn e s s  o f  
d e n se ly  packed crow ds, a s  w i l l  
'R o l le r c o a s te r  * w hich i s  c u r r e n t ly  
shoving  in  th e  U .S.A .

'B lack  Sunday’ in v o lv ed  B ruce Dern 
and M artha K e lle r  a s  t e r r o r i s t s  b e n t 
on a n n ih i la t in g  80,000 Superb owl fa n s  
u s in g  a  sc& tterbcarb lo ad ed  w ith  s t e e l  
d a r t s .  Opposed to  t h i s  f a c t io n  i s  
R o b ert (Jaw s) Shaw com plete w ith  
I s r a e l i  a c c e n t and a l l  th e  n e ce ssa ry  
h e ro  q u a l i t i e s  which a re  n o t p e rm itte d  
to  go to  w aste , a s  th e  n a i l - h i t i n g  
d o g - f ig h t  betw een bomb c a r ry in g  h i  imp 
and h e ro  c a r ry in g  'o o p te r  d e f ia n t ly  
prove?}.

Damian Sum m erscales.

d is c u s s io n  programme on BBC W ales.
I f  you m issed t h a t ,  th e y  w i l l  be  
d is c u s s in g  o th e r  to p ic s  a t  9 .5  on 
F r id a y , 25 th  November.

. . . . . .  A nother 9 .5  programme i s  Wyn
C a lv in ’s Cowbridge v i s i t ,  to  be 
h e a rd  on Monday 3 1 s t O ctober. Rumour 
h a s  i t  t h a t  R alph B ird , N e il Brown, 
th e  Male V oice C h o ir and many o th e rs  
w i l l  b e  h eard .
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GARDEN US- CLÖB V; ;
An a c t iv e  c lu b  f o r  e l l  j 

th e se  who en joy  g a rd en in g , i t  h e ld  i t s  1 
second H o r t ic u l tu r a l  Show on S ep t 3 rd  i 
in  th e  Term H a ll. T h is was a  b ig  j
su c c e ss , 254 e n t r i e s  b e in g  re c e iv e d . 
Membership c o s ts  50p p e r  annum p lu s  
lOp p e r  l e c t u r e ;  m eetings a re  h e ld  in  ! 
th e  L e sse r  H a ll from  *7.30 to  9 i3 0 .
Among fu tu r e  m eetings a re  
Mon 21 November: l e c tu r e  on 'C ac ti*  i
by  Mr D .J .  L ew is,à  g a rd en er from  th e  
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  W ales. j
Thurs 8 December: Members s o c ia l  j
ev en in g . j
More in fo rm ation :M r E ngland, Covfbri&ge ,
2424 (who i s  a ls o  s e c re ta ry  o f  th e  
Glamorgan B eekeepers a s s o c ia t io n ) .

LOCAL HlSTOm SOCIETY
M eetings on th e

f i r s t  F r id a y  o f  every  month in  th e  
L e s se r  H a ll ;  s t a r t i n g  re s e a rc h  on th e  
m em orial s to n e s  and t a b l e t s  in  Holy j
C ross Church; B u ild in g s  Study group j
w ith  v i s i t s  to  lo c a l  b u i ld in g s  o f  
i n t e r e s t ;  o rg a n ise d  e x cu rs io n s . 
Membership i s  £1 p . a . ; a l t e r n a t iv e ly  
non-members may a t te n d  m eetings f o r  a  
fe e  o f  2Cp.
November 4 : Sound and Fury, a  t a l k  w ith  
sound e f f e c t s ,  from  Mr A .F l in t  and
Mr H .S iren .
December 2 : The Freedom was G iven -  th e  
Maud G unter M emorial l e c t u r e ,  by  Mr N.
W illiam s.

áo ttc tp  n etaö

YOUNG WIVES
M eetings, f i r s t  Tuesday o f  

every  month, L la r ib le th ia n  V illa g e  H all- 
Next m eeting :
Nov 3: Talk and d em o n stra tio n  o f  home
made je w e lle ry  f o r  C hris tm as, by  Mrs 
M argaret T r in d e r .
More d e t a i l s :  Mrs Sue D av ies, C 2213.

ART SOCIETY
 ̂ The s o c ie ty  w i l l  b e  p la n t in g

a t r e e ,  in  memory o f  M iss Maud G unter, 
on S a tu rday  12 November, a t  10.30am 
in  th e  grounds o f  Old H a ll.

...... ; A The s o c ie ty  m eets once a
month in  Old H a ll f o r  i l l u s t r a t e d  t a lk s  
o r  s tu d io  work s e s s io n s .

.. In te re s te d ?  C ontact Mr Bob
F u l l e r ,  Cowbridge3959.
. - •' t- ). •' -• . • * v

LADIES CONTACT CLUB
A s o c ia l  g a th e r in g

f o r  women, th e  C on tact Club no rm ally  ; 
m eets on th e  t h i r d  Wednesday o f  each 
month in  th e  schoolroom  o f  th e  U n ited  
F ree  Church (o p p o s ite  P o lic e  S ta t io n )  
a t  7.45pm. Forthcom ing e v en ts  in c lu d e  

16 November: Cooking f o r  C hristm as 
14 December: C hristm as Supper 
18 Jan u a ry : H oliday *78 (w ith  s lid e r)  

More d e ta i l s  from  Mrs C o ll in s ,  th e  j
s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  s o c ie ty ,  a t  Ccwbridge , 
3993 -  o r  j u s t  tu r n  up  on th e  even ing .
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ü l l  m u ss  g> §P |
What has happened to the Jubilee  

Mags? The nows is  that they are coming, j 
a lo e it  rather late»- They tẁre o r ig in a lly  j 
due ip  A ugust, but there i s  no news from j 
the pottery .as to  when they w ill  arrive, 
they may not even come in  Jubilee Tear.’

Ihren so5 the 1000 mugs ordered are 
alrsoat fu lly  subscribed. Most are going 
to  the Prhrary Schoolchildren o f the ! 
&rea, exd to  those children from 
CowbyJdge aM Llariblethian in  the f ir s t  
year ©f the Comprehensive School. Most 
c f  ths roitaining nugs have been ordered 
by private individuals as oollectoons 
item s, 500 porcelain  b e lls  have a lso  
boon rode (to  be so ld  a t 90p each); i t  
i s  not known ŵ eth er these, lik e  the 
laiga, w ill carry the m otifs o f Cowbrldge 
JiSrl liiaîabldthian.

O riginally, mugs were to  be provided 
• far  a l l  thô lo ca l schoolchildren, but 
in su ffic ie n t fin d s were co llected  far  
th is  to  be p o ssib le . As i t  I s , the wigw 
that p i l l  eventually arrive w ill  be paid  
for by tii© ra tes. (Whether th is  i s  r ig h t 

'  i s  a  time è f  spending cuts i s  arguable.)

Simon Snowball.

s CO.WBRÎDGE
| ELECTPUCÀL;;^ ‘~ 

SERVICE

TOSS? FALL SQUAB»
OOfSajD® 2STO

ÌJSEL T m is 0? LIGHT FITTUBS, 
SHADES v  

AZD FITTED.
I1 EL3CJTEICAL AJTTiIANCES,
|  • EE2TKE3, ..... ..
? m s s s a s ,
j 5BAYTB3,
j n m m i r s s ,  k t o .  
j AocESScxuBs.

1 .. ■■ ■' ■ ■ •• i

Crime in Cowbri<%&
Fhoa Kprvenber 8th to 12th , ...OoRbsrfdf̂  
Amateur Drama t ic  Society w ill  performs 
the play ’An Inspector C alls* -  an 
intense end th r illin g  drama by J.B . 
P riestley  -  a t ths Tbwn H all, O xbridge. !

The play ie  being produced by Mr B ster ! 
Stanton -  h is  f ir s t  production fa r  the 
Society. I t  i s  a two-act play la stin g  
approximately two hours, w ith or® infewa0.i 

p lo t portrays the events leading up 
to  the accusation o f a youbg g ir l o f  
driving a young female ocar^anicn to  
cccacit su icid e . The leading male ro le  o f 
Inspector Soul i s  played by Lea Brent, i> - 
and the leading female ro le s  o f tha 
mother and daughter are played by 
Maureoo Tweedle and Carol Stock. 
are' eigh t players in  the oaet. it ?{• i' " y . ■ •
Costume© for the play sr© being feiroâ 

, from the B ristol' Old Vic Theatre, Tickets 
(fOp each) can be bought from Q uillx,

- George’s and the High S treet Cleaners.
0 Biitry w ill  be free for old  age pouffliccserir;

Tuesday, 8th  November. I

^ • ' 4 ’. Sister Pavûca. ' ;
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bits and p ieces

CûîiìRATOLATIOIS  to  H eather Fox, 
Sharon Fox and J a c k ie  H ibberd 
o f  H Lantwit M ajor ( a l l  s tu d e n ts  
a t  C cŵ rid g e  School) -who won 
b o th  th e  Welsh afcd B r i t i s h  
surf-rw iasm ing team champ ionships 
d u rin g  th e  summer.

THSl-ui YJxU j bo  a  Squash Club 
S o c ia l  on th e  evening  o f  
DoqeaSbor 17, a f t e r  th e  f i n a l  
o f  th e  Handicap C o rroe iltion .

LOOK W T  f o r  a  l i n e  o f  coppers 
in  th e  High S t r e e t  on November 
2G th/ Tho th i r d  Cambridge Guide 
Conpany a re  hoping you ’l l  p a r t  
w ith  y e a r  sm all change,, anfl 
male a  .«.ins o f  c o in s  s t r e tc h in g  
from  F.lno F are  to  th e  B ear. i

GTJICraS AND HELPERS w anted, f o r  
B row nies and G uides i n  Cowbridge. 
Anyone in te r e s t e d  p le a s e  con tact. 
I r i s  B oland, .Cowbridge 3574.

MOKE CHIBS A SOCIETIES.

VALB AMATEUR WINEMAKERS CIRCLE
M eetings,

L la n tw it Town H a ll, f i r s t  Tuesday o f  
every  month ( th e  n ex t one i s  Nov 3 rd ) .  
L e c tu re s , f i lm s ,  wine ta s t in g s .

MODEL CHIB
Meets 1 s t  and 3 rd  Thursday 

o f  each month a t  7.30pm a t  th e  Flamingo 
C afe, S ta l l in g  Down. There i s  a  minimum 
age l im i t  o f  10 y e a r s .  E n q u irie s  to  
Mr M. A u stin , Cowbridge 2221

BRIDGE CLUB
-rn ...  Tuesdays, 7.50pm, a t  
L la h b le th ia n  V illa g e  H a ll. C ontact 
Mr Thorriburrow, Wick 305

There a re  many mere' s o c ie t i e s  in  ’ 
Cowbridge; d e t a i l s  o f  some o f  them 
a re  in  th e  l ib r a r y .  As one o f  th e  
aim s o f  In tercom  i s  to  p u b lic iz e  
th e  v a r io u s  Cowbridge o rg a n iz a tio n s , 
pleas©  l e t  u s  know d e t a i l s  o f  fu tu re  
e v e n ts . The n e x t Intercom  shou ld  be 
the  C hristinas is su e .

S ä t ú f m g ä  ® í ì j  M i n e  R a t i n e

arŵ  C sr lîE tp  ' ■ -
!  C o & b r i & a e  2990

Mj. lu  X7oC, o r ig i n a l ly  a  g en tlem an ’s re s id e n c e  
known a s  E a l l a r i s  C o u rt, now a  Wine House and

•c®r v l »8 th e  C ourt
' i o n ,  i n  th e  r o a r  d in in g  a re a .

Enjoy
a  Morning C offee , Lunch 
o r  Evening Meal 
i a  s ty l ia h  and e le g a n t 
su rro u n d in g s.

Farthings also has a 
separate lounge w ith  
seating for up to 40 for:

Conferences 
Cocktail Parties 
Meetings 
Wine T as tin g s  
etc.

S p e c ia l Hot and Cold 
B u ffe t Menus a v a i la b le  
on re q u e s t .



SIXTEENTH CENTURY FIREPLACE
DISCOVERED AT LLYSWORNET ?

A re c e n t  d isco v e ry  a t  th e  Cam e Arms 
puh in  L lysw om ey cou ld  p rove to  "be th e  
v i t a l  l i n k  in  d a tin g  th e  o ld  b u i ld in g . 
W hile a l t e r in g  th e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e i r  
pub, Mr and Mrs Greenwood, found a huge 
o ld  f i r e p la c e  covered up w ith in  one o f 
th e  w a lls .  Three g ra te s  in s id e  th e  
f i r e p la c e  showed th a t  th e  f i r e  had been  
a l t e r e d  s e v e ra l  tim e s , a s  one f u e l  
re p la c e d  a n o th e r .

.. New, t h i s  d isco v e ry  i s  to  b e  p u t
to  u se  i n  d a tin g  -the Cam e Anas. 
V i l la g e r s  b e l ie v e  th e  b u i ld in g  to  be 
abou t f iv e  hundred y e a rs  o ld ;  e x p e r ts  
from  th e  N a tio n a l Museum o f  W ales a re  
soon to  examine th e  house and f i r e p la c e  
and t h e i r  in s p e c tio n  should  determ ine  
th e  r e a l  age o f  th e  b u ild in g .

The f i r e p la c e  was o r ig in a l ly  th e  
c e n tre p ie c e  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  when i t  was 
a  farm house. T h is rem ained i t s  r o le  
u n t i l  abou t 200 y e a r s  ago, when th e  
b u i ld in g  became an  a le  house, ( i n  th o se  
d ay s, th e  r e s id e n ts  made t h e i r  own ale.) 
When t h i s  change came ab o u t, th e  f i r e  
had  to  b e  a l t e r e d  to  c a te r  f o r  new 
fu n c t io n s .  The o r ig in a l  g r a te  was 
charged  from  & ’d o g b a sk e i’ ty p e  o f  wood 
f i r e ,  to  a  c o a l  f i r e ,  a s  c o a l  was th e  
moat econom ical f u e l  o f  th e  day and was 
much more co n v en ien t f o r  cook ing . Food 
had now to  b e  p re p a re d  f o r  th e  v i l l a g e r s  
and so  a  sim ple  h o le - in - th e - w a l l  oven 
was b u i l t  in to  th e  s id e  o f  th e  firep lace . 
The c o a l  g r a te  rem ained u n t i l  e le c tr ic i ty  
to o k  i t s  p la c e  t h i s  c e n tu ry . Nowadays, 
a  sm all h e a te r  warms th e  whole room, in  
fU ont o f  a  huge f i r e p la c e ,  and an  
e l e c t r i c  oven n e x t door cooks th e  food .

W ith th e  change in  f u e l s  came o th e r  
changes -  p eo p le  no lo n g e r  a r r iv e  a t  th e  
C am e Arms on h o rseback , and th e  b e e r  i s
no lo n g e r  home brewed.’

The d isc o v e ry  o f  th e  f i r e p la c e  w i l l  
n o t  o n ly  d a ta  th e  house, b u t  i t  a ls o  
opens up  a  new an g le  f o r  h i s to r i a n s  -
D ig in to  y o u r w a lls .’

Simon Dibb.

Meet . . . .
David and Vicky 
o f  the

Cowbridge 
Record Centre

40 High S t r e e t ,  Cambridge

We s to ck  re c o rd s , 
c a s s e t te s ,  8 t r a c k ,  
s ty lu s  rep lacem en ts , 
b la n k  ta p e s , 
c le a n in g  equipm ent 
and aud io  a c c e s s o r ie s .

I
10% d isco u n t g iv en  to
c lu b s , d is c o s
and on b u lk  p u rc h a se s , j

Pä-Iw ^,

C m Ä ŵ t w . U l i ẁ î  {

INTERCOM

E d i to r :  J .  Alden 
A d v e r tis in g : David Cox 
R e p o r te rs :  J u l i e  C u r t is ,  
P e te r  D avies, Tim D avies, 
C a ro lin e  In so n , H efin  Lewis, 
M artin  P ascoe, Simon Snowball, 
Damian Summer s c a le s ,  Simon 
Dibb, R ich ard  T urner. 
C orrespondence to  David Cox, 
Cowbridge .S chool.


