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3 : The G re a t H ouse, Cowbridge

One o f  th e  m ost charm ing f e a tu r e s  o f  Cowbridge High S t r e e t  i s  i t s  row 
o f  in d iv id u a l  shops n e s t l in g  u n d e r th e  h ig h  b u i l t  houses  -  b u t  w hat o f  th e  
houses  th em se lv es  ? I t  i s  e asy  to  m iss th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  th e se  
b u i ld in g s  and w ith  them i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a tu r e s  o f  C ow bridge 's  h i s to r y .  This 
i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  o f  th e  G re a t House -  th e  ground f l o o r  o f  w hich i s  p ro b ab ly  
b e t t e r  known a s  th e  c h e m is t 's  shop u n t i l  r e c e n t ly  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  Mr E .T . 
G r i f f i t h s ,  who s t i l l  l i v e s  above i t .

The G re a t House, w hich was p ro b sb ly  b u i l t  in  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  b u t 
may even be o ld e r ,  has  had a s  many a d d i t io n s  to  th e  s t r u c tu r e  a s  changes o f  
o ccu p an ts  and u s e .  I t  was f i r s t  owned by th e  Carne fa m ily  who a ls o  owned 
Nash Manor and much o f  th e  la n d  in  th e  d i s t r i c t  -  th ey  may even have had 
l i n k s  w ith  Corntown (C arnetow n:') n e a r  Ewenny. There was an  im p o rta n t m otive 
in  t h e i r  owning th e  G re a t House a s  i t  en ab led  them to  a c q u ire  borough  and 
v o t in g  r i g h t s .

D uring i t s  vague and o f te n  fragm en ted  h i s to r y ,  th e  G rea t House has had 
s e v e ra l  l i n k s  w ith  e d u c a tio n . A t one p o in t  i t  accommodated a r e s p e c ta b le  
sc h o o l f ° r  young l a d i e s  ru n  by th e  M isses C u lv e rw e ll, who had o rg a n is e d  th e  
sch o o l s move from  E a s tg a te .  E a r l i e r  th a n  t h i s  -  in  1764- D an ie l D u re l 
h ead m aste r o f  th e  Grammar S ch o o l,b o u g h t th e  house f o r  £ 2 5 6 . .5 s . Prom th a t  tim e 
th e  house c o n tin u e d  i t s  c lo s e  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  Grammar S choo l, a s  D u r e l 's ’ 
^ t i g h t e r  m a rried  Jo h n  P ra n k le n  and th e  î r e a t  House rem ained  in  th e  p o s se s s io n  
o f  t h e i r  d e sc e n d a n ts  in c lu d in g  R ic h a rd  F ra n k le n . A t th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  
tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  i t  was th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  S i r  Thomas H ansel F ra n k le n  o f  
o t  H ila ry -  He conveyed to  th e  Glam organ County C o u n c il those  p a r t s  o f  th e  
house w hich made up 32-38  High S t r e e t  f o r  th e  u se  o f  th e  Grammar S choo l.

P .T .O .



In  t h i s  w ay p art o f  th e  G re a t House became F ra n k le n  House, th e  b o a rd in g  
house o f  th e  Grammar S choo l, h o ld in g  ab o u t 20 b o y s . P a r t  o f  i t s  g a rd en  was 
g iv e n  o v er to  th e  sc h o o l te n n is  c o u r t ,  w hich p ro v ed  u s e f u l  to  l a t e  r i s e r s ,  
who c o u ld  n ip  a c ro s s  i t  in to  th e  b ack  o f  th e  s c h o o l. Even tod ay  th e  to p  f lo o r  
o f  th e  G rea t House rem ain s  much a s  th e  boys l e f t .  There even e x i s t s  in  one room 
an e a r ly  f i r e  e scap e  -  a  c o n t r a p t io n  o f  ro p e s  and p u l le y s  to  lo w er th e  boys 
o u t o f  th e  window. The u n fo r tu n a te  boys o f  th e  second room had o n ly  a rope  
f o r  t h e i r  escap e .'

M eanwhile th e  o th e r  p a r t s ,  i . e .  No 32, w ere handed down in  th e  F ran k len  
f a m ily .  I t s  g round f l o o r  was u sed  a s  an  A rt sch o o l and th e  w a ll  p a n e ls  ( s t i l l  
to  b e  seen  in s id e  th e  d e n ta l  s u rg e ry  e n tra n c e )  a r e  to  b e  n o te d , f o r  many o f  
th e  w orks w ere d is p la y e d  th e re ;  some may s t i l l  e x i s t .

About 1946, th e  ground f l o o r  was ta k e n  o v er a s  a  c h e m is t 's  shop -  w hich 
Mr G r i f f i t h s  to o k  o v e r in  1966; i t  i s  c o n tin u e d  to d ay  by Mrs S y lv ia  W illiam s .

Each c e n tu ry  h a s  l e f t  i t s  mark, n o t o n ly  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  house b u t  
in  re m a in in g  f e a t u r e s .  In  No. 32 th e re  i s  s t i l l  a  k i tc h e n  pump co n n ec ted  to  
a  w e l l ,  w h ile  No. 34 h a s  a w e l l  in  i t s  d is u s e d  c e l l a r s ,  b u t  a  newly b u i l t  
k i tc h e n .  The two s to n e  b a l l s  ( li tc e  th o se  o f  Old H a ll)  w hich now l i e  somewhat 
o b t r u s iv e ly  i n  th e  b ack  g a rd en  once crowned th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry  ro o f  l i n e ,  
b u t  had to  b e  removed a s  th e y  w ere a  d an g er to  th e  p a s s e r s -b y  below . Gone to o  
a r e  th e  i r o n  r a i l i n g s  -  ta k e n  f o r  s c ra p  in  th e  w ar.

The room w hich m a in ta in s  th e  m ost a tm osphere o f  th e  G re a t House i n  i t s  
e a r ly  days i s  th e  s i t t i n g  room. The t a l l  windows o v e rlo o k in g  th e  High S t r e e t ,  
th e  h ig h , beamed c e i l i n g  com plete  w ith  c h a n d e l ie r  hook, and th e  c ra f tsm a n sh ip  
o f  tongue  and groove f lo o r in g  a l l  r e t a i n  an  a i r  o f  g ra c io u s  l i v i n g .  Behind th e  
p r e s e n t  f i r e  i s  an  in g le -n o o k  f i r e p l a c e  in  which many lo c a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  a s  w e ll  
a s  a  group  from  A b erystw y th , have shown g r e a t  i n t e r e s t .  Even such sm a ll f e a tu r e s  
a s  th e  L shap ed , handmade d o o r h in g e s  r e f l e c t  some a s p e c t  o f  th e  p a s t .

Each room i s  l in k e d  b y  f l i g h t s  o f  s te p s  s ig n if y in g  th e  fo u r  l e v e l s  o f  
s t r u c t u r e .  These c o n s t r u c t io n s  a re  b e t t e r  seen  from  th e  b ack  o f  th e  ho u se . 
O u ts id e  a l s o ,  th e  th ic k n e s s  o f  th e  w a lls  and  th e  t r a c e s  o f  an  archw ay, 
a p p a re n t ly  Norman in  s t y l e ,  can  b e  exam ined, and a d jo in in g  i t  an  archw ay 
co n n ec ted  to  th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  house h as  th e  more r e c e n t  a s su ra n c e  o f  a 
c o n s t r u c t io n  in  1&32 -  e x p la in e d  on i t s  s to n e  t a b l e t .

So much o f  th e  h i s t o i y  o f  th e  G re a t House co u ld  have b een  l o s t  th ro u g h  
tim e , y e t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  rem a in s : th e  G re a t House i s  a  f i n e  'tow n h o u se ' o f  
w hich Cowbridge sh o u ld  be  p ro u d .

h e lp  and h o s p i t a l i t y . )
(Many th a n k s  to  Mr and Mrs G r i f f i t h s  f o r  t h e i r

C O W B R I D G E  Q U I Z

1 . Prom w hat c e n tu ry  does th e  o r ig i n a l  
Cowbridge c h a r t e r  d a te ?

2 . What was th e  name o f  th e  Roman 
s t a t i o n  s a id  to  be s i t e d  a t  Cow bridge9

3 . What i s  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  name f o r  th e  
South  G ate?

4 .  How many b e l l s  a re  th e re  in  Cowbridge 
ch u rch  to w er9

5 . When was S t Q u in t in 's  c a s t l e  b u i l t ?
6 . Why i s  Old F a c to ry  Road, L la n b le th ia n  

so c a l l e d 9

C a ro lin e  In so n  and J u l i e  C u r t i s .

7. By w hat name was Edward Williams 
th e  stonem ason b e t t e r  known?

8. Where was he b u r ie d ?
9 . When was G lam organ 's  f i r s t  p r in t in g  

p r e s s  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  Cowbridge?
10 . When was th e  o ld  Town H a ll dem olished?
11. When was Old H a ll c o n v e rte d  in to  

a  community c e n t r e 9
12. Where d id  th e  c o n g re g a tio n  o f  th e  

Ramoth c h a p e l f i r s t  h o ld  t h e i r  b ap tism s

(Answers on page 6 ) J u l i e  C u r t i s .



S C O U T S  A N D  G U I D E S

The S co u ts  a r e  in v o lv e d  in  many d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and 
e x c u r s io n s .  T h e ir  m ost r e c e n t  t r i p  was a  v i s i t  to  B ridgend  P o lic e  Museum.
At th e  moment some o f  th e  o ld e r  boys a r e  lo o k in g  fo rw ard  tow ards r e c e iv in g  
t h e i r  m o u n ta in ee rin g  bad g e . D uring  th e  w in te r  m onths th e y  ta c k le d  s ix  o f  th e  
î u  13 o f„ th e  B recon  B eacons, and on March 4 th ,  th e y  clim bed to  th e  h ig h e s t  peak  
th e r e  -  Pen y  f a n ,  v i a  th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  r o u te ,  th e  u p p e r sn o w -f ie ld  g u l le y .

They a r e  in  th e  m iddle o f  r e p a in t in g  th e  I n s t i t u e ,  t h e i r  m ineting -p lace , 
to  p re p a re  f o r  a  s e r v ic e  p r o j e c t .  The s e n io r  boys a r e  p la n n in g  to  camp in  th e  
Gower f o r  fo u r  days around  E a s te r ,  b u t  th e  m ost tim e-consum ing ta s k  a t  p re s e n t  
i s  p re p a r in g  f o r  a  d i s t r i c t  P a t r o l  c o m p e tit io n , w hich  w i l l  be h e ld  in  A p r i l .
T h is  w i l l  in c lu d e  a l l  s o r t s  o f  t e s t s  on sc o u tin g  a c t i v i t i e s  such  a s  m ap -reád ing , 
r i r s t - a i d ,  co o k in g , compass w ork, k n o ts ,  e t c .

The group w i l l  b e  s e t t i n g  up camp in  th e  F o re s t  o f  Dean, d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  
week o f  th e  summer h o l id a y s .  T h e ir  c o n t r ib u t io n  tow ards Oowbridge Week w i l l  be 
to  man th e  h o t-d o g  s t a l l s  (p ro m isin g  th a t  t h i s  y e a r  th ey  w o n 't  se rv e  up h a lf - ra w
s a u s a g e s , ) and th e y  w i l l  a l s o  b u i ld  some s o r t  o f  w e ird  and w o n d erfu l c o n t ra p t io n  
f o r  th e  C a rn iv a l f i e l d .

There a r e  now 36 members, who m eet ev e ry  T hursday , and welcome newcomers.' 
They b a d ly  need to  s t a r t  a  t h i r d  cu b -p ack , to  c a t e r  f o r  th e  im p a tie n t ,  young 
o u td o o r  e n t h u s i a s t s ,  b u t  th e y  need  a n o th e r  c u b - le a d e r .  So i f  you a r e  p re p a re d  
to  ta k e  c o n t r o l  a b o u t two dozen  8 to  11 y e a r  o ld s ,  c o n ta c t  Rodney P errim an  a t  
Cowbridge 2417.

The G uides movement o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  i s  a l s o  a  h iv e  o f  a c t i v i t y .  On F eb ru ary  
22nd th e  G uide and Brownie G roups o f  Cowbridge and th e  su rro u n d in g  a re a s  met in  
th e  Town H a ll  to  h o ld  a  'th in k in g  d a y ' c e l e b r a t i o n  . Each group re p re s e n te d  a  
u i f f e r e n t  c o u n try ; f o r  exam ple, th e  t h i r d  Guide g roup  was r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  
G reece , and so th e y  le a rn e d  a  G reek modern d an ce , a  G reek g u id e  song, and hung 
G reek f r i e z e s  on th e  w a lls  o f  th e  Town i f e l l .  S

R e c e n tly  th e  f i r s t  G uide group had a  s a le  o f  work w hich r a i s e d  £ 9 1 .5 0  f o r  
th e  G uide F r ie n d s h ip  Fund, and two g i r l s  w ere chosen  to  t r a v e l  to  th e  Guide H.Q. 
in  London to  p r e s e n t  th e  cheque to  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  th e  
D eaf. A 'P ie  and P ic k le  L unch ' and a  book s a le  a re  a l s o  p lan n ed  f o r  th e  n e a r  
f u tu r e ,  and o f  c o u rse  a l l  g roups w i l l  be go ing  on a  summer W elsh ad v e n tu re  camp, 
w hich w i l l  le a v e  them w ith  some o u td o o r t r a i n in g  and camping e x p e r ie n c e!

OTHER CLUBS IN COWBRIDGE

COWBRIDGE BOWLS CLUB m eets a t  th e  Town H a ll ;  c o m p e tit io n s  u s u a l ly  ta k e  p la c e  on 
Sunday a f te rn o o n s ,  and a c c o rd in g  to  g e n e ra l  r e p o r t  " th e r e  i s  n e v e r a d u l l  moment." 
They p la y  in  two s e s s io n s ,  w ith  30 to  35 members p la y in g  d u rin g  each  s e s s io n .
Look o u t f o r  a  s p e c ia l  c o m p e tit io n  d u rin g  Cowbridge Week.

THE GINGERBREAD CLUB i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  o n e -p a re n t f a m i l ie s  and i s  open to  b o th  
men and women. The group m eets ev e ry  Tuesday a t  members' homes, and once a  month 
th e y  have a  s p e c ia l  sp eak e r to  v i s i t  them a t  Old H a ll .  For th e  summer, th e y  have 
p la n s  f o r  a  b a rb ec u e  and f o r  a  t r e a s u r e  h u n t. Anyone in t e r e s te d  in  jo in in g  th e  
g roup  shou ld  c o n ta c t  Mrs Sue Kent a t  Cowbridge 4654.

D ebra W illiam s.
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W ith summer j u s t  around  th e  
c o rn e r  ( ? ) ,  th e  members o f  Cowbridge 
C r ic k e t  Club a r e  now lo o k in g  fo rw ard  
to  th e  1979 c r i c k e t  se a so n . Members 
o f  th e  c lu b  have b een  a t te n d in g  
in d o o r  n e t s  a t  C a r d i f f  and B ridgend  
d u r in g  th e  w in te r  m onths, b u t  a l l  
a r e  hop ing  t h a t  th e  w e a th e r  w i l l  
im prove soon so t h a t  th e y  can  u se  
th e  o u td o o r n e t s  a t  th e  A th le t ic  
Ground, and so b e  re a d y  f o r  th e  
m atches to  be  p la y e d .

The se a so n  opens on S a tu rd ay  
2 8 th  A p r i l ,  and on th e  fo llo w in g  day 
th e  Club i s  away to  S t Fagans in  th e  
f i r s t  round  o f  th e  Haig N a tio n a l 
V i l la g e  C ham pionship.

D erek C le a v e r ,  son  o f  th e  w e l l -  
known W elsh Rugby i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  i s  
th e  c a p ta in  o f  th e  1 s t  XI a g a in  t h i s  
se a so n , w h ile  K e ith  W e th e ra ll  i s  th e  
s k ip p e r  o f  th e  2nd X I. The Club a l s o  
f i e l d s  a  Y outh X I, w ith  m atches 
p la y e d  m id-w eek. T h is  XI p la y s  in  
th e  B ridgend  and D i s t r i c t  C r ic k e t  
Y outh A s s o c ia t io n ,  and a l s o  in  
m atches a r ra n g e d  by th e  W.C.O.U.

New p la y e r s  w i l l  be  w elcom ed. 
When th e  w e a th e r  im proves, n e t s  w i l l  
b e  h e ld  a t  th e  A th le t i c  C lub, on 
e v en in g s  to  be  a r ra n g e d . M atches a re  
a l s o  p la y e d  m id-w eek, w ith  q u i t e  a 
few a g a in s t  c lu b s  who a re  to u r in g  
South  W ales.

The Club i s  lo o k in g  f o r  a  la d y  
o r  l a d ie s  who w i l l  a s s i s t  w ith  te a s  
p ro v id e d  a t  home m atches -  to  make 
th e  t e a ,  and a f te rw a rd s  c l e a r  away. 
Any v o lu n te e r s ?  -  f o r  f u r th e r  
d e t a i l s ,  p le a s e  c o n ta c t  th e  Hon. 
S e c re ta ry .

C.A.

FAME AT LAST

The "BBC made th e  lo n g  jo u rn e y  from  
C a r d i f f  to  t a l k  to  two o f  ou r 
v e te ra n  c o n t r i b u to r s .  The in te rv ie w , 
and t a l k s  w ith  a  number o f  Cowbridge 
p e o p le ,  w i l l  be  b ro a d c a s t  in  N oreen 
B r a y 's  programme betw een  1 0 .30  and 
noon on a  Tuesday, p ro b a b ly  in  A p r i l  
The programme i s  a k in d  o f  W elsh 
'Down Your Way' -  'Up y o u r a l l e y '?  -  

and has  some m a g n if ic e n t re c o rd  
r e q u e s ts  betw een th e  t a l k s .

COWBRIDGE 
TACK SHOP

5 WESTGATE 
COWBRIDGE

--•--

Q u a li ty  S ad d le ry  and R e p a irs  

Riding Clothes

Leather Goods

WHAT'S ON IN COWBRIDGE AND DISTRICT 

FENCING LESSONS
a re  h e ld  on F r id a y s , 

6.30pm to  8 .3 0  pm a t  L l a n i l l t u d  Fawr 
Com prehensive S ch o o l. For d e t a i l s ,  
c o n ta c t  Dr G.A. K ingston , L la n tw it  
M ajor 28-33. (Minimum age: 11 y e a r s . )

THE RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION
welcomes

anyone in t e r e s t e d  in  w alk in g ; f o r  
d e t a i l s ,  c o n ta c t  Mr B i l l  W hite legg , 
L la n tw it M ajor 2434.

WELSH AND MARCHES GOAT SOCIETY 
(Glamorgan A rea)

h o ld  i n s t r u c t io n a l  
m onthly m ee tin g s  a t  Ty Dafydd Goat 
Farm, B o n v ils to n . F or in fo rm a tio n , 
phone Mr B .J . G u l l iv e r ,  B o n v ils to n  
363.

A NEW YOUTH CLUB
h as  s t a r t e d  on

Sunday ev en in g s in  th e  I n s t i t u t e ,  
b eh in d  th e  Town H a ll .  M eetings s t a r t  
a t  8pm. For f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  r in g  
Rev. N e il D av ie s , Cowbridge 2213.



5
. I N D U S T R Y  A T  M I S K I N ?

The o r i g i n a l  p ro p o s a l  f o r  t h i s  1 7 4 acre  i n d u s t r i a l  developm ent p r o j e c t ,  to  
in c lu d e  i n d u s t r i a l  w areh o u sin g , came from  th e  landow ner h im s e lf ,  S i r  Brandon 
Rhys W illia m s , M .P ., o f  M isk in  Manor. The Land A u th o r i ty  W ales h as  a l re a d y  made 
th r e e  s e p a ra te  p la n n in g  a p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  th e  la n d  and i s  now seek in g  com pulsory 
p u rc h a se  pow ers. The p ro p o s a ls  a r e  b e in g  su p p o rte d  by  T a f f -E ly  D i s t r i c t  C ouncil 
and a l s o  by  Mid G lam organ County C o u n c il.

The p u b l ic  e n q u iry  in to  th e  scheme, ad jo u rn e d  on F eb ru a ry  9 th  , w i l l  be  
re -o p e n e d  on May 1 s t ,  when Sou th  G lam organ County C o u n c il w i l l  p r e s e n t  th e  ca se  
a g a in s t  th e  p ro p o s a ls .  A ll  members o f  th e  p u b l ic  a re  welcome to  a t te n d .

The p la n s  a r e  b e in g  s tr e n u o u s ly  opposed by  p r e s s u re  g ro u p s , such a s  th e  V ale 
R e s id e n ts  A c tio n  C om m ittee; th e  p la n s  have met w ith  w hat can  o n ly  b e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  
u n iv e r s a l  o p p o s i t io n  from  th e  Community C o u n c ils  o f  W elsh S t D onats , P endoylan  
and P e te r s to n - s u p e r - E ly , th e  C ouncil f o r  th e  P r o te c t io n  o f  R u ra l W ales and th e  
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  L o ca l C o u n c ils .

The o b je c to r s  m a in ta in  t h a t  th e  p ro p o sed  developm ent would have a  d e t r im e n ta l  
e f f e c t  on th e  v a r io u s  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  s i t e  -  th e  a r e a s  c o n ta in s  t r e e s  s u b je c t  to  
p r e s e r v a t io n  o r d e r s ,  a  sch ed u le d  a n c ie n t  monument, and a  s i t e  d e f in e d  a s  b e in g  
'o f  s p e c ia l  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t ’ b y  th e  N atu re  C onservancy . They s t a t e  t h a t  i t  

w ould c o n s t i t u t e  a  m ajo r in t r u s i o n  in to  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  E ly  V a lle y , i d e n t i f i e d  
b y  th e  C o u n try s id e  Commission a s  "b e in g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p o rta n t in  la n d sc a p e  te rm s" .

On th e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i ty  f r o n t ,  th e  V ale  o f  Glamorgan Borough C ouncil i s  jo in in g  
w ith  a  number o f  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  in  Mid Glam organ in  opposing  th e  a p p l ic a t io n s .  
C o u n c i l lo r  Tony W illia m s , Chairm an o f  th e  V ale  Borough C ouncil P la n n in g  Com m ittee, 
w hich  h as  unan im ously  a g re e d  to  oppose th e  p la n s ,  s a id  t h a t  th e  f a r - r e a c h in g  
p ro p o s a ls  w ere a  m a tte r  o f  co n ce rn  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  V a le , a s  w e ll  a s  th o se  a re a s  
d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d .  To g iv e  th e  go -ahead  to  t h i s  huge " g e n e ra l  i n d u s t r i a l  developm ent" 
w ould s e t  a  m ajo r p la n n in g  p re c e d e n t w hich  w ould, i f  approved , g iv e  c a r t e  b lan ch e  
f o r  a lm o s t any ty p e  o f  f u r t h e r  in d u s tr ia l  developm ent, no m a tte r  how o b je c t io n a b le .

"T here i s  no do u b t t h a t  t h i s  p ro p o sed  i n d u s t r i a l  developm ent in  t h i s  i s o la te d  
a r e a  a t  M isk in  can  o n ly  p ro ceed  a t  th e  expense o f  o th e r  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  in  f a r  
more s u i t a b l e  l o c a t io n s ,  many o f  w hich  have th e  b e n e f i t  o f  e x i s t in g  p la n n in g  
p e rm is s io n  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e ,"  he s a id .

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  Sou th  W ales needs more in d u s try ;  i t  i s  a p p a re n t t h a t  a  s i t e  
n e x t to  a  motorway i n t e r s e c t i o n  i s  much more a t t r a c t i v e  to  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  th a n  
some o f  th e  co a lm in in g  v a l le y s  w here unemployment i s  so h ig h . However th e  
c o m p a ra tiv e ly  u n s p o i l t  V ale  i s  n o t o n ly  a  p le a s a n t  p la c e  in  w hich to  l i v e ,  i t  i s  
one o f  th e  a t t r a c t i o n s  t h a t  C a r d i f f  and th e  v a l le y s  can  o f f e r  t h e i r  r e s id e n t s ,  
and i s  im p o rta n t a g r i c u l t u r a l l y .  The i n s p e c t o r 's  r o l e  a t  th e  e n q u iry , in  e v a lu a t in g  
th e  argum ents o f  b o th  s id e s ,  i s  c r u c i a l :  we hope he makes th e  r i g h t  d e c is io n .'

P e te r  D avies



lo
YOUNG PEOPLE'S DISCUSSION GROUP

A d is c u s s io n  group f o r  young p eo p le  
h as  r e c e n t ly  b een  form ed in  Cow bridge. 
I t  m eets a t  th e  home o f  Rev. N e il 
D av ies in  G ra y 's  W alk; th e  members so 
f a r  a r e  m ain ly  S ix th  fo rm ers  a t  
Cowbridge S choo l.

The to p ic s  d is c u s se d  to  d a te  
have b een  on a r e l i g i o u s  theme -  one 
such  to p ic  was 'The a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  
Church tow ards d iv o r c e ' .  The group 
a l s o  i n v i t e s  p eo p le  to  come and t a l k  
on v a r io u s  s u b je c t s :  a  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t a l k  was g iv e n  in  J a n u a ry  by  'L o u is e ' ,  
a member o f  th e  B ridgend  b ra n c h  o f  th e  
S a m a rita n s .

The G roup, how ever, does n o t 
o n ly  h o ld  d i s c u s s io n s .  In  F eb ru a ry , we 
w ere shown around S t M ic h a e l 's  C o lleg e  
i n  L la n d a f f ,  and in  th e  same month we 
v i s i t e d  th e  C a r d i f f  New Synagogue, 
w here we w ere g iv e n  an in fo rm a tiv e  
t a l k  by  th e  R abb i.

At e i t h e r  th e  b e g in n in g  o r  th e  end 
o f  each  m e e tin g , everybody  en jo y s  a  cup 
o f  c o f f e e  and a  g e n e ra l  c h a t .

In  A p r i l ,  th e  Group p ro p o se s  to  
h o ld  a 'M e d ita tio n  on th e  l i f e  o f  
C h r i s t ' in  Holy C ross Church -  we 
hope i t  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  on Maundy 
T hursday , A p r i l  12, a t  8 o 'c lo c k ,  and 
anyone w ish in g  to  a t te n d  w i l l  b e  most 
welcom e.

C h r is t in e  C h a r le s .

CONGRATULATIONS . . . .  to  Tim H alp in  o f  
L la n b le th ia n  on w inn ing  an E x h ib i t io n  
to  s tu d y  P h y s ic s  a t  M agdalen C o lleg e , 
Oxford

. . . .  to  th e  B on tfaen  
r e c o r d e r  group  who have won a p la c e  in  
th e  Urdd e is te d d fo d  in  th e  summer

. . . .  to  th e  Cowbridge 
A l l - S ta r s  f o o tb a l l  team  f o r  t h e i r  l e t t e r  
o f  co m m isera tio n  from  Buckingham P a la ce .'

INTERCOM

E d i to r :  J .  A lden 
A d v e r t is in g :  C a ro lin e  In so n  
C o n tr ib u tio n s  from  J u l i e  C u r t i s ,  C a ro lin e  
In so n , D ebra W illia m s , I re n e  Brown, P e te r  
D av ies , S ian  Lock, C h r is t in e  C h a rle s  
and C o lin  Adams.
C orrespondence to  J u l i e  C u r t i s ,  Cowbridge 
S choo l.

RED CROSS

The
Red C ross 'V o lu n ta ry  Aid D etachm ent' 
in  Cowbridge was form ed in  1916, 
though i t s  numbers have f lu c tu a te d  
o v e r th e  y e a r s .  W ith th e  e ig h t  week 
t r a i n in g  c o u rs e s ,  members e n su re  th e  
h ig h e s t  p o s s ib le  s ta n d a rd s  w h ile  on 
v o lu n ta ry  d u ty  al't p u b lic  o u td o o r 
a c t i v i t i e s .  D uring  th e  summer months 
some members p u t in  a  hundred h o u rs  
o f  s e rv ic e  to  m eet th e  p u b l ic  need .

Ten b e a u t ic ia n s  who have b een  
t r a in e d  in  Cowbridge, go o u t f o r  2^ 
h o u rs  w eekly to  work in  two venues 
in  th e  d i s t r i c t .  A ward a t  H ensol 
was b een  'a d o p te d ' w ith  Red C ross 
members becom ing th e  'f a m i ly ' f o r  
some e l d e r ly  l a d i e s .  When th e  need 
a r i s e s  th e  group s u p p lie s  f r i e n d ly  
v i s i t o r s  f o r  th e  community; a l s o ,  a 
Housebound Club and a  c lu b  f o r  young 
m e n ta lly  h and icapped  a d u l t s  have 
b een  e s ta b l i s h e d .  The young c a d e ts  
a r e  now r e h e a rs in g  a  p an to  f o r  A p r il .  
T h e ir  ag es  ran g e  from  11 to  18, and 
th e y  meet ev e ry  Wednesday in  Cowbridge 
a t  6 .6 0  pm. Due to  la c k  o f  h e lp , th e  
young l i n k s ,  o f  5 to  11 y e a r s  o f  age, 
a r e  l im i te d  in  number. (Anyone 
in t e r e s t e d  in  a s s i s t i n g  o r  w i l l in g  
to  t r a i n  a s  a  le a d e r  shou ld  c o n ta c t  
Mrs J e a n  R o b e rts  a t  Cowbridge 2179 .)

The Red C ross S o c ie ty  r e l i e s  on 
money g iv e n  by  th e  p u b lic  to  f in a n c e  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and th e  p e o p le  o f  
Cowbridge and d i s t r i c t  have been  v e ry  
h e lp f u l  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  The S o c ie ty  
seek s  to  g iv e  s e rv ic e  to  th e  
community, and r e l i e s  on i t s  members 
to  perfo rm  such  a  s e rv ic e .

S ian  Lock.

Answers to  Quiz on Page 2 .

1 . T h i r te e n th .
2 . Bomium o r  Bovium.
6 . P o r te  M e llin .
4 .  E ig h t and a s a n c tu s  b e l l .
5. E a r ly  f o u r te e n th  c e n tu ry .
6 . There was a f la n n e l  f a c to ry  

a t  th e  end o f  th e  ro a d .
7. Io lo  Morgannwg.
8. F lem in g sto n .
9 . 1770.

10. 1830,
11. 1974.
12. In  th e  r i v e r  Thaw.


