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"A com prehensive sch o o l w i l l  n o t make p eo p le  e q u a l -  w hat i t  w i l l  do 
i s  g iv e  p e o p le  an  e q u a l ch an c e . So say s  Mr Gwyn Jam es, B .A ., th e  new 
h ead m aste r o f  Gowbridge S ch o o l.

Mr Jam es, who l i v e s  in  L l a n t r i s a n t  w ith  h i s  w ife  and two te en ag e  c h i ld re n ,  
Jo n a th a n  and R ach e l, a c h ie v e d  an Honours d eg ree  in  H is to ry  a t  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  C o lle g e  o f  W ales , A berystw yth , and was fo rm e rly  th e  headm aster 
o f  L lan ed y rn  High S choo l, C a r d i f f .

A man in  h i s  m i d - f o r t i e s ,  he has  had v a r io u s  te a c h in g  p o s ts  in  a number 
o f  sc h o o ls  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try , and r e g a rd s  h i s  new h e a d sh ip  a s  "a 
p e r s o n a l  c h a l le n g e " ,  h av in g  sp e n t n in e  y e a r s  a t  L lan ed y rn .

So does he f in d  i t  a  d is a d v a n ta g e  to  govern  a  sch o o l on th r e e  s e p a ra te  
s i t e s ?
"On th e  c o n t ra ry ,  I  f in d  i t  an  a d v a n ta g e ."  E x p la in in g  t h i s ,  he s a id  th a t  
h av in g  s m a lle r  com m unities h e lp ed  P rim ary  School p u p ils  to  a d ju s t  to  
s e n io r  l e v e l  e d u c a tio n . F u rth e rm o re , th e se  s e p a ra te  e n t i t i e s  h e lp  th e  
im portan t, developm ent o f  s e n io r  p u p i l s  in  th e  S ix th  form . H ere, he b e l ie v e s  
t h a t  p u p i l s ,  in  t h e i r  own community, a re  a b le  to  form  t h e i r  own v iew s and 
id e a s .  " M a tu r ity  in  th e  S ix th  fo rm ,"  he s a id ,  " i s  an  ach ievem en t in  i t s e l f . "

Any id e a s  t h a t  o u ts id e r s  may have ab o u t th e  S ix th  form  b e in g  an easy  l i f e  
a r e  t o t a l l y  w rong. Any abuse  o f  s tu d y  tim e i s  s t r o n g ly  condemned by 
Mr Jam es, and a lth o u g h  a t  p r e s e n t  e n t ry  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  academ ic 
S ix th  form  a re  a  minimum o f  fo u r  ' 0 '- l e v e l s ,  any p u p i l  who la c k s  good m anners, 
c o u r te s y  and common-sense i s  much frow ned upon.

W ill he be  k eep in g  up th e  h ig h  s ta n d a rd s  o f  d i s c ip l in e ?
" In d e e d , d i s c i p l i n e  i s  a  v i r t u e  I  c o n c e n tra te  upon. I t  i s  n o t an o p p re s s iv e  
th in g ,  b u t  a m oulding o f  a t t i t u d e s .  I  w ant to  h e lp  c r e a te  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  
s e lf - ju d g e m e n t and c o -o p e ra t io n .  Of c o u rs e , i t  i s  an  e v e r -c o n t in u in g  b a t t l e .  
G e n e ra l ly ,  d i s c i p l i n e  can  b e  summed up in  two w ords: common-sense and 
c o u r t e s y . "

The te a c h in g  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  and in c re a s in g  u n io n  m i l i ta n c y  b o th  by 
te a c h e r s  and s tu d e n ts  have b een  condemned by many a u t h o r i t i e s  on 
c h i l d r e n 's  e d u c a tio n . In  t h i s  c o n te x t ,  Mr. James p o in te d  o u t t h a t  
a l th o u g h  an i n t e r e s t  in  th e s e  s u b je c t s  i s  to  be  encou raged , common- 
sen se  m ust p r e v a i l  and a t  no tim e sh o u ld  such th in g s  a s  th e  te a c h in g  
o f  p o l i t i c s  become d o g m a tic .



On th e  s u b je c t  o f  s p o r t ,  Mr. Jam es sen s  games a s  b e in g  im p o rta n t f o r  
b u i ld in g  c h a r a c te r ,  en co u rag in g  c o -o p e ra t io n  and c r e a t in g  p r id e ;
W h ils t he th in k s  t h a t  th e  s c h o o l 's  s p o r t in g  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  "ad eq u a te  
w ith o u t b e in g  e x c e l l e n t " ,  Mr. Ja m e s ' o p in io n  o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  -  
s p o r t in g  and o th e rw ise  -  in  Cowbridge g e n e r a l ly ,  i s  v e ry  good.
Coming from  a  c i t y ,  Mr. James i s  e s p e c i a l l y  aw are o f  th e  c l o s e - k n i t  
community l i f e  en jo y ed  by th e  p e o p le  o f  Cow bridge. When he can , he 
e n jo y s  v i s i t i n g  cinem as and t h e a t r e s ,  g a rd en in g  and re a d in g  h i s t o r i c a l  
n o v e ls ,  one o f  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  a u th o rs  b e in g  F re d e r ic k  F o rsy th .

Mr James i s  a l r e a d y  r e v iv in g  c e r t a i n  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  Cowbridge Grammar 
S ch o o l. F or exam ple, many te a c h e r s  have a g a in  begun to  w ear t h e i r  gowns, 
and th e  sc h o o l honours b o a rd , a b s e n t f o r  f iv e  o r  s ix  y e a r s ,  i s  b e in g  
b ro u g h t u p - to - d a te  be  a l o c a l  s ig n - w r i t e r  and w i l l  once a g a in  be  d is p la y e d . 
He a l s o  hopes to  u t i l i s e  th e  o th e rw ise  empty c la ss ro o m s o f  th e  o ld  b o a rd in g  
s c h o o l. He f e e l s  t h a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  th e  p a s t  can  be  m a in ta in ed  in  a 
new s e t t i n g ,  and can  be  made a v a i la b l e  to  more p e o p le . I t  i s  p e rh ap s  t h i s  
p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  and co n ce rn  f o r  h i s  sch o o l w hich  has made him so welcome 
among s t a f f  and p u p i l s  a l i k e .

We would l i k e  to  th a n k  Mr Jam es f o r  h i s  c o -o p e ra t io n  In  w r i t i n g  t h i s  
a r t i c l e ,  and add ou r b e s t  w ish e s  f o r  su c c e ss  in  h i s  new p o s t .

Naomi L y c e tt  and J a c q u e l in e  Dunmore.

Let us design your dream kitchen

budget. Free planning and d « 'g n  of kitchens by Beckerman, Rational, 
Sle-maficand EHrabeth Ann with built-in appliances by Neff, Atag and Bosch.

fo r further information contact.
Royale Kitchens of Cowbridge

48a Eastgate. Str*cc.
Cow bridge, South Glam.

Tel. Cowbridge 4459



C O W  B R I D G E

S C O U T

G R O U P

As a  r e s u l t  o f  s ix  t r i p s  to  th e  B recon B eacons, 
d u rin g  one o f  th e  w o rs t w in te r s  f o r  many y e a r s ,  
o f te n  in  b l i z z a r d  c o n d i t io n s ,  f iv e  s e n io r  S cou ts  
took  th e  M oun ta ineers  Badge and a l l  were 
s u c c e s s fu l  in  p a s s in g .  They w ere p re s e n te d  w ith  
t h e i r  badges by H edley R o b e r ts , D i s t r i c t  
Com m issioner; a t  th e  same tim e P h i l i p  P ow ell 
was p re s e n te d  w ith  h i s  'C h ie f  S c o u t 's  A w ard ', 
th e  f i r s t  one f o r  many y e a rs  in  Cowbridge.

D uring  th e  summer we had a v e ry  e n jo y a b le  camp in  Lydney d e e r  p a rk  
in  G lo u c e s te r s h i r e ,  and we have p la n n e d  a  f u l l  programme to  December. We 
s h a l l  be v i s i t i n g  C a r d i f f  W ales A irp o r t  to  see  Concorde a t  th e  end o f  
O c to b er, and p ro d u c in g  ou r d e l ic io u s  h o t dogs a t  th e  Cowbridge B o n fire  
a g a in  on S a tu rd a y , November 3 rd . On November 1 1 th  we s h a l l  be on p a rad e  
f o r  Remembrance Sunday. These a r e  some o f  ou r more fo rm al e v e n ts ;  o th e r  
l e s s  fo rm al h ap p en in g s in c lu d e  badgew ork, h i l lw a lk in g  and n ig h t  h ik e s .

We a re  p le a s e d  to  welcome to  th e  group John  B ruce from  S c o tla n d , who 
i s  coming to  ru n  a  S e n io r /V e n tu re  u n i t ,  and a l s o  Andrew W right who i s  
h e lp in g  w ith  Cubs.

We a re  now in  th e  second y e a r  o f  th e  'Hundred C lu b ',  a  f u n d - r a is in g  
scheme w ith  m onthly  draw s and p r i z e s  o f  £15, £8 and £ 4 . Anyone w ish in g  
to  j o i n  sh o u ld  c o n ta c t  Rod P errim an  a t  Cowbridge 2417.

The A.G.M. o f  th e  P a r e n t s '  Committee was h e ld  r e c e n t ly ,  when th e  
L la n b le th ia n  and Cowbridge Cub Packs p re s e n te d  an  e n t e r ta in in g  programme 
and s l i d e s  w ere shown o f  th e  Scout Summer Camp. A c o f fe e  m orning and 
a u c t io n  i s  p la n n ed  f o r  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  December, and a  Wine and Cheese 
p a r ty  in  F eb ru a ry , so p le a s e  lo o k  o u t f o r  th e  n o t i c e s  a d v e r t i s in g  th e se  
e v e n ts .  These a re  o rg a n is e d  by th e  P a r e n t s '  com m ittee u n d e r th e  chairm an
s h ip  o f  G .P . P o w e ll, S e c re ta ry  P . B a l la n t in e  and T re a su re r  D. S n e l l .

P h i l i p  P ow ell.

GREAT HOUSE, COWBRIDGE

W e've had some co rresp o n d en ce  -  and f u r t h e r  in fo rm a tio n  
a b o u t G re a t House w hich was f e a tu r e d  in  ou r l a s t  is s u e :

"The ground f l o o r  was a  c h e m is t 's  shop lo n g  b e fo re  1946. I  v ag u e ly  
remember a  Mr Evans th e re  b e f o r e ,  b u t  ab o u t 1924 o r  5, he was fo llo w ed  by 
Mr R .H .(R eg) W illia m s . He was a  Mayor o f  Cowbridge l a t e r ,  and in  ch arg e  o f 
th e  Home G uard d u r in g  th e  War.

"The house on th e  r ig h t - h a n d  s id e  o f  th e  a rc h  was a l s o  a  c h e m is t 's  shop 
f o r  a  tim e ; an  o ld  gen tlem an , a  Mr L le w e lly n , owned i t  -  I  d o n 't  remember a t  
a l l  when i t  d is a p p e a re d , b u t  I  th in k  i t  was when he d ie d  y e a r s  ago , and i t  
became a  p r iv a t e  h o u se ."

Any more in fo rm a tio n ?



ROBERTS SPORTS

5 0  E a s t g a t e

C o w b r i d g e  

Tel :  3 0 3 9

CARLTON YONEX DUNLOP SLAZENGER. 

ROBERTS SPORTS, 50 Eastgate, Cowbridge

B ew are  of t h e  dog

I t  i s  w ell-knovm  th a t  many owners 
e x e rc is e  t h e i r  dogs on th e  sch o o l 
p la y in g  f i e l d s .  T h is i s  b e in g  viewed 
w ith  some co n ce rn , a s  i t  has  become 
c l e a r  t h a t  c o n ta c t  w ith  d o g s 1 e x c re ta  
can be th e  cau se  o f  s e v e ra l  s e r io u s  
d i s e a s e s .

T ra n s fe ra b le  d is e a s e s  such as  
sa lm o n e lla  g a s t r o e n t e r i t i s  and 
c n p i lo b a c t ia e  (? )  may be  c a u g h t. These 
d is e a s e s  have symptoms o f  a  h ig h  
te m p e ra tu re , v o m itin g , and d ia r rh o e a ,  
and may mean p e r io d s  o f  i s o l a t i o n  in  
h o s p i t a l .  Threadworms, w hich in f e c t  
a  c h i l d 's  rec tu m , and tapeworms which 
i n f e s t  th e  a l im e n ta ry  c a n a l ,  may a ls o  
be  p r e s e n t ,  and caugh t by humans.

k
There i s  a l s o  a  r a r e  d is e a s e ,  

a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  dogs n o t p ro p e r ly  
wormed,which can  cau se  b lin d n e s s  in  
human b e in g s . H ydactic  c y s ts  may be  

‘c o n t ra c te d  from  dogs; th e se  grow in  
th e  abdom inal w a l l ,  and su rg e ry  i s  ' 
som etim es n e c e ssa ry  to  remove them.

\  ‘ /  Cowbri(jge.Tel.&71
Llantwit Major Jel.6133

O bviously  rugby  p la y e r s  and o th e r  
s p o r t  e n th u s ia s t s  a re  h ig h ly  a t  r i s k ,  
and th e r e f o r e  i t  woiild be  much a p p re c 
ia t e d  i f  dogs co u ld  be k e p t away from  
th e  sc h o o l f i e l d s .

J .E .

Ẃ  Ẁ

Ŵ
G-uy Fawkes Day seems to  be a  l i t t l e  ear] 
t h i s  y e a r  -  a t  l e a s t  th e  o f f i c i a l  
c e le b r a t io n s  a re . ' The p ro c e s s io n  w i l l  
le a v e  th e  C a ttle m a rk e t a t  6.30pm on 
S a tu rd ay  November 3 rd , f o r  th e  f i e l d  
b eh in d  th e  Town H a ll :  th e  b o n f i r e  w i l l  \ 
l i t  a t  7.00pm.

Come and su p p o rt w hat i s  
alw ays a  s p e c ta c u la r  and c h e e r fu l  a f f a i i  
C h ild re n  a re  encouraged  to  make la n te rn s  
re fre sh m e n ts  w i l l  be a v a i la b le .



A t r i a l  e x c a v a tio n  o rg a n is e d  by 
th e  Glam organ-Gwent A rc h a e o lo g ic a l 
T ru s t commenced on Septem ber 1 7 th  
to  th e  r e a r  o f  th e  B ear H o te l .  The 
main o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  e x c a v a tio n  
w ere
a )  to  d e te rm in e  th e  d a te  and ty p e  o f 
m ed iev a l town d e fe n c e s  p r e s e n t  in  
t h i s  p a r t  o f  Cow bridge, and
b )  to  w hat e x te n t  th e re  was ev id en ce  
o f  b o th  M edieval and Roman o c c u p a tio n  
h e re .

P a r t s  o f  Ccrw bridge's town w a lls  a re  
s t i l l  in  e x is te n c e ,  th e r e f o r e  th e  
c o u rse  o f  th e  N orth  W all co u ld  be 
ro u g h ly  e s t im a te d .  A lso , th e  f a c t  
t h a t  th e r e  a r e  no c e l l a r s  around  th e  
B ear H o te l le d  th e  a r c h a e o lo g is t s  to  
b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t io n  
o f  th e  a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  d e p o s i t s  would 
b e  v e ry  good.

A f te r  a w e e k 's  d ig g in g  th e  rem ains 
o f  th e  s t a l l s  o f  a  co ac h -h o u se , once 
c o n n ec ted  to  th e  B ear, w ere v i s i b l e .  
F in d s  made in c lu d e d  p ie c e s  o f  1 7 / l8 th  
c e n tu ry  p o t t e r y ,  o y s te r  s h e l l s ,  and 
p o s t-m e d ie v a l c la y  to b acco  p ip e s .  These 
w i l l  be  s e n t  to  th e  T r u s t 's  b a se  a t  
Swansea to  be  exam ined. U nderneath  th e  
s t a l l s ,  a  p ie c e ,  w hich  i s  p ro b a b ly  p a r t  
o f  th e  town w a l l ,  was d is c o v e re d , in  
f r o n t  o f  w hich was a  la rg e  d i t c h ,  w hich 
se rv e d  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  to w n 's  d e fe n c e s .

The m ain aim  o f  th e  t r u s t  i s  re s c u e  
a rc h a e o lo g y  -  c a r ry in g  o u t 'd i g s '  b e fo re  
s i t e s  a re  b u i l t  on . The tim e a l l o t t e d  
f o r  t h i s  'd i g '  was two m onths.

We a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  th e  c o -o p e ra t io n  
o f  th e  T ru s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Mr W ill  Lew is 
f o r  a l lo w in g  u s  to  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  d ig  
and p ro v id in g  th e  in fo rm a tio n  g iv en  
h e re  -  and th an k s  to  Mr G are th  D ow dall, 
d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  T ru s t ,  f o r  p e rm i t t in g  
th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

. . . . t o  Cowbridge RFC f o r  t h e i r  
su c c e s s  in  th e  WRU Cup c o m p e tit io n , 
w ith  two f in e  w ins o v e r P e n a rth  
and L la n d a f f .

. . . .  to  Cowbridge RFC s u p p o r te rs  
who e a s i l y  outnum bered th e  home 

team  s u p p o r te r s  a t  th e  B ish o p 's  
F ie ld ,  L la n d a f f .

. . . .  to  fo rm er Cowbridge School 
s tu d e n ts :

Andrew Cam bridge, on b e in g  
aw arded a  S e n io r  S c h o la rsh ip  a t  
T r in i ty  C o lle g e , Cam bridge, on 
th e  s t r e n g th  o f  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  
r e s u l t s .

C o lin  Donovan, who p la y ed  f o r  
W est ’Wales a g a in s t  th e  Rumanians.

. . . .  Mr Win G r i f f i t h s ,  fo rm erly  
Head o f  H is to ry  a t  Cowbridge School, 
on h i s  e l e c t i o n  a s  o u r Euro-MP.

2 7  HIGH STREET 
_______  COW8 RIDGE

R ebecca M o lla r t  and Naomi L y c e t t .



CALENDAR FOR N O V E M B E R  AND E A R L Y  D E C  E M B E ]

F r id a y ,  November 2 : L o ca l H is to ry
S o c ie ty  -  "John  M ontgom ery-T raherne, 
1788 -  I8 6 0 " ; Lady Rowena T rah e rn e . 
L e s s e r  H a ll ,  8.00pm.

F r id a y ,  November 2 : Amateur O p e ra tic  
S o c ie ty  -  "CAOS in  C o n c e rt" .
Town H a ll ,  7.45pm.

F r id a y ,  November 9: School Remembrance
Pay-

Day S e r v ic e . Holy C ross Church, 1 0 .50am.

Sunday, November 11 ; Remembrance Day.
S h o rt s e r v ic e  a t  th e  War M em orial 
le a d in g  up to  th e  1 1 .0 0  s i l e n c e ,  
fo llo w e d  by  a  s e r v ic e  in  Holy C ross 
C hurch.

T hursday , November 2 2 i G arden ing  Club -  
"G arden ing , P le a s u re  and P r o f i t " ; Mrs 
D .L . H eard . L e s s e r  H a ll ,  7.30pm.

F r id a y , November 23: Church o f  England 
C h i ld r e n 's  S o c ie ty  -  "The Changing 
Shape o f  Women's F a sh io n s  th ro u g h  th e  
A ges" , a costum e d is p la y  and p r e s e n t 
a t i o n .  Town H a ll ,  8.00pm.

S a tu rd a y , November 24: F r ie n d s  o f  th e  
Ja n e  Hodge Home -  'M a tro n 's  C h ris tm as 
F a y r e '.  The Home, T re rh y n g y ll,  12noon.

S a tu rd ay  November 24: Cowbridge School 
P a r e n t s ' A ss o c ia tio n  -  " Q u ie t D isco  " 
Town H a ll .

F r id a y , December 7: L o ca l H is to ry  
3 o c ie ty  -  "Some L oca l Clergymen, 
t h e i r  tim es  and d i f f i c u l t i e s " ;
Revd. S.H.  M ogford. L e s s e r  H a ll ,  8.00pm.

Thursday, December 1 3 ) . Cowbridge School
F r id a y , December 14 ) C h ris tm as C oncert

a t  Holy C ross Church, 7.30pm.

JX  i  k j 1 i /M I  •

EDDERSHAWS

I N T E R C O M  i s  p roduced  by 
S ix th -fo rm  p u p i l s  a t  Cowbridge 
S ch o o l.
C ontribu to rs t h i s  tim e:
Naomi L y c e t t ,  J a c q u e l in e  Dunmore, 
P h i l i p  P o w ell, Andrew Gowen, 
Joanne E c c le s h a l l ,  J a c k ie  
A sh c ro f t ,  Rebecca M o lla r t ,  
C a th e r in e  W righ t, Wayne S alvage . 
A d v e r t is in g :  S arah  B oland , F iona 
C a llag h an .
E d i to r :  J .A ld e n .
A ll  co rresp o n d en ce  to  S arah  
B oland a t  Cowbridge S choo l.
(We would welcome comment, 
in fo rm a tio n  and c r i t i c i s m . ' I f  
s o c i e t i e s  would l i k e  some 
p u b l i c i t y ,  ou r n ex t i s s u e  should  
be  a  D ecem ber^January o n e .)
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