
COWERSÖGÌS & DISTRICT

WHAT'S ON AT CHRISTMAS

6pra -  Holy C ro ss , Cowbridge 
C a ro ls , C h o ir , Wind Ensem ble

Sunday, Dec 20, 6,30pm -  S t M arychurch
Service of Lessons with Carols.

W eds., Dec 23 -v 1
Llamrisant f olk C lub Christmas Parts I with Helen 
Watson and Su/ie Adams, two former members of 
Muckram Wakes, A periect blend of female harmor 
New Inn, Swan St.. Uantrisant 8 pm. n a n .  'W

Holy Eucharist and carols

C hris tm as Eve & C hris tm as Day 
Holy C ross -  2 4 th , 11.30pm

2 5 th , 8 .0 0  & 11.( 
Llandough -  2 4 th , 11.30pm 
L la n b le th ia n , -  2 5 th , 9.30am:
S t  Marychurch -  2 5 t h .  9 .30am.

Hamoth Christmas

Cowbridge RFC v  Pi

Weds. , Dec 30 g  f § l
Uamrisam I oik Club Christmas Party I! with Dick & 
Sue Miles, traditional singers from Suffolk with a good 
mixture oi clarinet and concertina. New inn. Swan St..

Masquerade Puppet Theatre Company will be spending 
lour days in the vale, two iri Cowbridge and two in 
Llantwit Major. Each of the two day events will 
include one performance of Masquerade’s current 
show, " Three Bags Full” (open to the public), one rod 
puppet, one shadow puppet, and one glove puppet
making workshop session, each culminating in a 
possible workshop performance (there is a limit of 35 
people per workshop).
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Cowbridge h as  r e c e n t ly  become in j e c t e d  w ith  a rc h a e o lo g ic a l  a c t i v i t y ,  as  a  
r e s u l t  o f  th e  la rg e  number o f  h i s t o r i c a l  f in d in g s  in  th e  l o c a l i t y  over th e  
p a s t  c e n tu ry . The schemes f o r  e x c a v a tio n  a re  ru n  by th e  "G1 amorgan-Givent 
A rc h a e o lo g ic a l T r u s t" ,  ánd  we ask ed  one o f  t h e i r  em rlo y ees , Mr P a u l B ooth , 
a S u p e rv is o r  on th e  main s i t e ,  a b o u t th e  n a tu re  o f th e  fo u r  s i t e s  (num bers 77 
and 27 H igh S t r e e t  , th e  A rth u r  Jo h n  c a r  p a rk  and in  Hopyard Meadow) and o f 
th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  f in d in g s :

The e x c a v a tio n s  in  th e  H igh S t r e e t  have been  com ple ted , f in d in g s  a t  number 77 
in c lu d e d  an 18 th  c e n tu ry  co b b led  f l o o r  ( s im i la r  to  th e  one a t  S t V e r i ty s  
Court,) u n d e rn e a th  w hich w ere th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f a la rg e  m ed iaeval b u i ld in g  
and below  t h i s  a g a in ,  w ere Roman re m a in s . L i t t l e  was found a t  th e  number"27 
s i t e ,  on ly  a th i c x  tnediaevaj w all and a  deep w e ll ,  w hich were p ro b a b ly  used  
s s  a base  f o r  th e  s i t i n g  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  day b u i ld in g .

I t ^ i s  b e l ie v e d  th a t  Cowbridge may be th e  s i t e  o f  th e  l o s t  f o r t  o f  Bomium, 
and t h i s  was th e  main purpose  b eh in d  th e  e x c a v a tio n  o f th e  A rth u r  John  c a r  
p a rk .  The rem ain s  o f  a la rg e  Roman b u i ld in g ,  p ro b a b ly  used  f o r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
p u rp o se s , have been u n c o v e re d . D ated  a s  hav ing  begn b u i l t  around 1C0AD-, r f  
p.r~^vj.cieo. fiii'iihe r e v id en ce  ot th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f th e  Romans, who conquered  th e  
V ale o f  Glamorgan betw een 70 and SCAD. The b u i ld in g  had a h y p o cau st c e n t r a l  
h e a t in g  system  added in  abou t 120AD, a lu x u ry  p ro b a b ly  p a id  f o r  a s  th e  Romans 
e x p lo i te d  th e  econom ic p o te n t i a l  o f  th e  a r e a .  D ra in ag e 'w as  e v id e n t ly  a  p roblem  
as s e v e ra l d ra in a g e  d i t c h e s  have been  i d e n t i f i e d .  O ther i n t e r e s t i n g  f in d in g s  
in c lu d e  th re e  b u r i a l s ,  two c o m d ry e r s ,  one o f  w hich p ro b ab ly  b e lo n g ed  to  th e  
b u i ld in g ,  stamp t i l e s  w ith  th e  in s ig n i a  o f th e  2nd A ugustian  le g io n  and a 
la r g e  B a l l i s t a  b o l t ,  a crossbow  b o l t ,  o f  m i l i t a r y  o r ig in  re u se d  in  th e  b u i ld in g .  
The b u i ld in g  was abandoned , d em o lish ed , and most o f  i t  removed a t  th e  end of 
th e  second c e n tu ry .

The e x c a v a tio n  o f  t h i s  s i t e  i s  a lm o s t com plete and th e  n ex t in te n s iv e  p r o je c t  
o f th e  e x c a v a tio n  w i l l  be th e  H opyard Meadow, where Roman c o in s  and p o t t e r y  
th e  rem ains o f th e  W e s t-g a te  to l lh o u s e  and th re e  m ediaeval c o t ta g e s  have 
a l re a d y  been  d is c o v e re d .  The ca rv ed  s to n e  lion  found on t h i s  s i t e ,  h a s  been 
h a i le d  a s  one o f  th e  most im p o rta n t Roman c a rv in g s  e v e r  d is c o v e re d  in  T a l e s .

One o f  th e  main -rcb lem s in  a rch a eo lo g ŷ ç  say s  M r-B ooth, i s  n o t so  much th e  
d a t in g  o f  th e  f i n d s ,  b u t of t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  F or exam ple, in  th e  Hopyard 
Meadow s i t e ,  fo u r  l a r g e  p i t s  have been  uncovered  w hich were dug and im m ed ia te ly  
f i l l e d  in  w ith  s to n e s  f o r  no a p p a re n t r e a s o n . 'This i s  j u s t  one o f  th e  many 
many m iss in g  p ie c e s  i n  th e  j ig -sa w  p u z z le  o f  h i s t o r y ,  b u t a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
an'"‘ s im i la r  p r o j e c t s ,  th e  P ic tu r e  o f  o u r country 's p a s t  i s  s lo w ly  becoming 
c l e a r e r .

Thanks to  Hr P a u l B ooth f o r  h i s  h e lp  in  p ro v id in g  m a te r ia l  f o r  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

V o lu n te e rs  are welcome t o  h e lp  a t  th e  s i t e  on week d a y s .

LíU\ì , ,
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DO YOU REMEMBER QUEEN VICTORIA ?

R e c e n tly  I  w ent a lo n g  on one o f  
Uowbridge S c h o o l'3  r e g u la r  v i s i t s  to  
Southways Old P e o p le 's  dome. The 
o ld e s t  r e s id e n t  i s  M iss J a n e t t a  Thomas 
who was "born in  L l a n t r i s a n t  in  1869, 
w here she grew  up and w ent to  sc h o o l. 
She l a t e r  w ent to  London where she 
"became a s e a m s tre s s ,  b u t  a t  th e  age o f  
45 she r e tu r n e d  to  Beddau and r a n  h e r  
own d ra p e rs  shop u n t i l  th e  g ran d  age o f  
98.' So she was o b v io u s ly  a v e ry  in d e 
p en d en t la d y .  She came to  Southways 
when she was 108, and on December 2nd 
she reach ed  th e  rem ark ab le  age o f  112, 
w hich she c e le b r a te d  w ith  a  r e s i d e n t s ' 
p a r ty  a t  Southw ays ( p a r t  o f  w hich  was 
seen  on BBC TV).

M iss Thomas has  seen  some changes 
in  h e r  l i f e .  Born d u r in g  th e  r e ig n  o f  
Queen V ic to r i a  -  she can  remember 
s e e in g  Queen V ic to r i a  in  th e  M all in  
London -  she has l iv e d  th ro u g h  th e  
r e ig n s  o f  Edward V II ,  George V,
Edward V I I I ,  G eorge V I to  E l iz a b e th  H .  
She has  seen  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  such 
in v e n tio n s  a s  th e  te le p h o n e , w i r e le s s ,  
a e ro p la n e , m o to rca r  and te le v is io n . ' -  
and one memory i s  r id in g  from  C a rd i f f  
to  L l a n t r i s a n t  in  an  open c a r r i a g e .

Ind eed , M iss Thomas i s  th e  o ld e s t  
p e rso n  in  G re a t B r i t a i n ,  and has  h e r  
name in  th e  G u inness Book c f  R eco rds. 
Her r e c ip e  f o r  lo n g e v ity  can be 
a t t r i b u t e d  to  h av in g  le d  a v e ry  a c t iv e  
l i f e ;  she does n o t smoke o r  d r in k ,  and 
h as  n e v e r m a rried .' (a lth o u g h  she d id  
m en tion  th a t  she re c e iv e d  f iv e  o f f e r s . ')

Sharon Bevan.

Bookworms is a ness readers/writers group which will be meeting 
regularly at the Old Hall. Full details from Jill Thomas, Tel. Cow-bridge 
3523 or from Keith James at the Old Hall.

QOWPRIDQE T4CK SHOP
5 WESTGATE, COWBRIDGE 

S. GLAM.

QUALITY SADDLERY, RIDING CLOTHES. 
VETERINARY GOODS ETC.

Tel: COWBRIOGE 3051

I

Despite, “ a very understanding 
mother and father,” Anthony 
Hopkins spent ‘‘a childhood of being 
depressed because 1 couldn’t fit in.”
His schooldays were the unhappiest 
days of his life, he says. Not because 
he didn’t like Cowbridge Grammar, 
but because he says he was a slow 
learner and angry and frustrated at 
not being able to grasp anything they 
tried to teach him there.

I was a dreamer — not thinking of j 
anything in particular, just on i 
another planet. Not surprising I was j 
always bottom of the class.”
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Trustmarlr
Carefully selected 

business & office products

TRUSTMARK LIMITED 
25, HIGH STREET 

COWBRIDGE.

TEL: COWBRIDGE 3714

SUPPLIERS OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT, STATIONERY AN 

COMPUTER SYSTEMS. DISCOUNT PRICES,

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK 

INCLUDING ALL DAY WEDNESDAY.

.
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FRINGE CHARLES AND TREOES !

Mr D avid M atthews o f  G re e n f ie ld  Farm, 
T reoes  won th e  Duke o f  R o th esay  Gup 
a t  S m ith f ie ld  l a s t  week w ith  h i s  
p e d ig re e  L im ousin , C ross B eacon. 
(L im ousins a re  a  b re e d  o f  b e e f  c a t t l e  
w hich o r ig in a te d  in  F ra n c e ; Mr 
M atthews has  b een  k eep in g  them f o r  
a b o u t fo u r  y e a r s ) .  W h a t's  t h i s  to  do 
w ith  P r in c e  C h a rle s?  -  He i s  th e  Duke 
o f  R o thesay , and p re s e n te d  th e  cup to  
th e  show l a s t  y e a r .  W ell done,
Mr M atthewsJ

Tel: Cowbridge 4620 ^
PtotfuCCi STr-prtew M A tiX S
Kam i k a z Je , <.'r a ‘- I P.

66 EASTGATE STREET, 
COWBRIDGE,
S. GLAM.

(.evduu tjvLSkCcs*

NICOLA THOMAS

TALLY-HO!

M eets o f  th e  Glamorgan hun t 
o v e r  th e  h o lid a y s  in c lu d e :

Boxing Day -  S t a l l i n g  Down 
a t  11.00am (a lw ays a p o p u la r  m eet) 

New Y e a r ' s Day -  Gowbridge 
Town H a ll a t  1 1 .0 0  am.

SPORTS HALL FOR COWBKIDGE?

The V ale
C o u n c il r e c e n t ly  p u b lish e d  i t s  p la n s  
f o r  C am bridge 's  new s p o r t s  h a l l ,  to  be 
b u i l t  on th e  sc h o o l grounds a t  A b e rth in  
Road. The p la n  was f o r  a la rg e  m u l t i 
p u rp o se  h a l l ,  b ig  enough f o r  fo u r  
badm inton  c o u r t s ,  and f o r  two squash  
c o u r t s .  I s  t h i s  w hat i s  r e a l l y  needed 
in  Gowbridge? T here i s  a l re a d y  a 
th r iv in g  squash  c lu b ,  and th e re  i s  n o t 
v e ry  much a v a i l a b l e  f o r  young p eo p le  
o r  indeed  f o r  anybody who i s  n o t p a r t  
o f  an  o rg a n is e d  team  o r  c lu b .

O b je c tio n s  to  th e  p la n  w ere to  have 
b een  in  by 3 0 th  November, and th e re  seems 
to  have b een  a t  l e a s t  one p e t i t i o n  f o r  a 
swimming p o o l among th e  o b je c t io n s .
Rumour now has  i t  t h a t  more money i s  
a v a i la b l e  th a n  was fo rm e rly  th o u g h t, 
so  p e rh a p s  th e r e  w i l l  be ch an g es. W hite 
e le p h a n ts  ta k e  a  l o t  o f  feed in g ,'

Solid evidence 
of lost fort

By Paul Hoyland
THE discovery of a model 
stone lion at a dig in South 
Glamorgan has.- e x c i t e d  
archaelogists searching for 
the lost Roman fort of 
Boviuxn,

Fashioned' f r o m  fine
grained sandstone, the lion is 
being acclaimed as one of 
the finest pieces of monu
mental masonry to b e ' un
earthed in Wales for many 
years. Only two other lion's 
of the kind are known to 
exist in; Britain.

“ The implications of this 
find at Cowbridge are most 
important and very exciting,” 
Mr Gareth Dowdell, director 
of the Glamorgan-Gwent 
Archaeological Trust, said.

“ The lion was probably 
one of a pair on plinths 
flanking a shrine in which an

important person was in
terred. it might have been 
the burial place of a military 
commander or a local official 
in the c i v i  1 i a n 
administration.”

The lion, which is dated 
from the second century AD, 
adds considerable weight to 
the theory that Cowbridge 
stands on the site of the 
Roman fort of Bovium, which 
once housed an auxiliary 
force of up to 500 soldiers.

Mr Dowdell declared: 
“ With this lion I am now 
even more convinced that we 
have got Bovium.

“ We are u n d e r t a k i n g  
further excavations and we 
would like to find the re
mains of a building that can 
be identified as purely mili
tary _in character.”

An a r t i c l e  from  th e  G uard ian  to  add to  
o u r r e p o r t  on a n o th e r  p ag e . The Glamorgan 
Gwent A rc h a e o lo g ic a l T ru s t a re  c u r r e n t ly  
e x c a v a tin g  a t  th e  back  o f  th e  M idland 
Bank, and b e h in d  th e  B ear c a rp a rk  in  
th e  B ear F ie ld .

r :
Beauty Therapist

tfeten Cf:L>izmk(zg
Visiting Beautician 
for Slendertone Slimming, 
Facials, Make-up, 
and Manicure.

Warren House, 
Craig Penliirie, 

Cowbridge, 
S. Glamorgan 

Tel: Cowbridge 4576



T Y  ISHA -  A NEW  VILLAGE
A r e c e n t  p ro p o s a l  p u t fo rw ard  by  th r e e  lo c a l  businessm en  may w e ll  a f f e c t  

th e  a re a  around  Gowbridge a s  th e y  hope to  c r e a te  "an  e n t i r e l y  new v i l l a g e  in  
th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  V ale o f  G lam organ." The v i l l a g e  i s  p lan n ed  f o r  a t h i r t y - s i x  
a c re  s i t e ,  a t  p r e s e n t  a  d a i ry  farm , ab o u t h a l f  a m ile  n o r th  o f  th e  A48 betw een  
B o n v ils to n  and W elsh S t D o n a ts . The p ro p o s a l i s  to  c o n s tr u c t  a v i l l a g e  s u i ta b le  
f o r  a b o u t 200 f a m i l ie s  u s in g  ab o u t h a l f  o f  th e  t h i r t y - s i x  a c r e s .

A ccord ing  to  th e  d e v e lo p e rs , th e  v i l l a g e  
w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  n o t be  j u s t  a n o th e r  o v e r
ex ten d ed  h o using  e s t a t e ,  b u t th e  aim s a re  to  
b e n e f i t  a l l  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  community. For 
in s ta n c e ,  i t  i s  hoped to  p ro v id e  s t a r t e r  
homes f o r  s a le  to  young c o u p le s , r e n te d  
h o u sin g  f o r  th e  e ld e r ly ,  d is a b le d  o r  s in g le  
p e rs o n s , w orkshop homes f o r  c ra f tsm e n  o r  

fa m ily  b u s in e s s e s ,  a s  w e ll  as th e  in e v i t a b l e  m idd le m arket and h ig h  c o s t  housing  
f o r  s a l e .  The d e v e lo p e rs  hope to  p ro v id e  th e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
o f f e r e d  by v i l l a g e  com m unities, by  in c lu d in g  a v i l l a g e  h a l l ,  shop, pub , p layg roup  
and v i l l a g e  g re e n . These s e r v ic e s  w i l l  a l s o  p ro v id e  a s  many jo b s  a s  p o s s ib le  
w ith in  th e  v i l l a g e ,  a s  w i l l  th e  'w orkshop hom es'.

I t  i s  c la im ed  th a t  th e  p roposed  v i l l a g e  -  to  be  c a l le d  Ty Ish a  a f t e r  th e  farm  
on whose la n d  i t  w ould be b u i l t  -  w i l l  r e l i e v e  some o f  th e  p re s s u re s  on o th e r  
v i l l a g e s  in  th e  V a le , and red u ce  th e  sp re a d  o f  th o se  v i l l a g e s  in to  th e  c o u n try s id e . 
I t  may be  a rgued  th a t  Ty Ish a  w i l l  make an u n n e c e ssa ry  s c a r  on th e  V a le ; th e  
d e v e lo p e rs  c la im  th a t  i t  w i l l  be  s i t e d  in  a d ip  in  th e  la n d sc a p e , and would be 
v i r t u a l l y  u n n o tic e a b le  b ecau se  o f  th e  p re se n c e  o f  many t r e e s ,  and th e  f a c t  th a t  
"two s to r e y  b u i ld in g s  in  th e  c e n t r e  o f  i t  w i l l  n o t be v i s i b l e  a c ro s s  th e  V a le" .
The p ro p o s a ls  have n o t b een  w e l l - r e c e iv e d  by  everyone ; i t  rem ains to  be seen  
w h e th e r th e  scheme w i l l  be a llo w ed  to  go ahead .

THE
ÜEÄM SHOP

LATEST IN CASUAL WEAR FOR THE 
WHOLE FAMILYÍ j

■ BLOUSES 
KNITWEAR
STRETCH DENIMS AND CORDUROY 
VELVET TROUSERS
KNICKERBOCKERS -  VELVET AND CORD 
CORDUROY JODHPURS 
GUERNSEY SWEATERS 
RUKKA RAINWEAR

WILE SELECTION OF FASHION. 
ACCESSORIES

j L o c a l  S t o c k i s t s  f o r :
LEVI, RAZZY,. LEE, PEPE,- INEGA,

I PETER GOLDING AND MANY MORE
JUST I N : CHILDRENS KNICKERBOCKERS 

AND STRETCH DENIMS

; 50  HIGH STREET
COWBRIDGE

Deborah H o llin g s-

CONGRATULATIONS
To Mr D. S ew ell o f  Cae 

Rex, Cowbridge, who i s  th e  d e s ig n e r  o f  
th e  new £1 c o in , w hich shou ld  be  in  
p ro d u c tio n  a t  th e  Royal M int in  1983.

..........and to  M ichael S tu a r t  o f
L la n h a r ry , and fo rm erly  o f  Cowbridge 
S choo l, on w inning  a p r e s t i g io u s  
N a tio n a l E n g in ee rin g  S c h o la rsh ip .

GV ^ % V
W  J .  W HITE {FURNISHERS) LTD.

Cowbridge Q u a lity  F u rn is h e rs
56 HIGH ST.

COWBRIDGE

s o u t h  Gl a m o r g a n

Tel: Cowbridge 4078

i
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SNOWBALL TRUFFLES.

4 oz (1OOg ) PLAIN CHOCOLATE,
2 oz (50g) BUTTER,
6 oz (150g) SIFTED ICIN'G SUGAR,
2 EGG YOLKS,
1 TABLESPOON OF BRANDY.

FOR COATING ;

3 - 4  LEVEL TABLESPOONS OF SIFTED ICING SUGAR.

Break the chocolate into small pieces and melt it in a bowl with the 
butter, over a pan of gently simmering water. Stir the melted chocolate and 
butter together, remove from the pan of water and beat in tha egg yolks. Beat, 
in the brandy and 6 oz of preferably sifted icing sugar then leave in a cool 
place to harden. As soon as the mixture is sufficiently solid to handle, roll 
it between the palms of your hand into wáîinut sized balls. Roll the balls in 
the sifted icing sugar and place in sweet paper cases. Store in a cool place.

Snowball truffles make a tasty treat for Santa Claus on Christmas Eve. 
Rudolf might like them too II

WHERE IS IOLO?

(Or a t  l e a s t ,  where i s  
- th e  p la q u e  w hich commemmorated Io lo  

M organnwg's s ta y  in  Cowbridge as  a 
b o o k s e l le r ? )  The p la q u e , w hich in c lu d ed  
a l i n e  in  th e  s c r i p t  co n co c ted  by Io lo , 
u sed  to  be on th e  o u ts id e  w a ll o f 'S T r d 's  
shop -  w hich was dem olished  b u t 
r e c o n s tru c te d  in  th e  same s t y l e ,  and 
i s  now M artin s  th e  N ew sagents. The 
d e v e lo p e rs  o b v io u s ly  in te n d e d  to  r e p la c e  
th e  p la q u e , a s  th e  u n f in is h e d  b rickw ork  
shows -  we hope th e y  do so soon, and 
r e p la c e  a b i t  o f  Old Cow bridge.

67 High Street, Cowbridge 
A complete service to the Retail Trade,
Architects and Designers.
Telephone: Cowbridge 2807 

C a lic o  co v ered  f u r n i t u r e  
lo o se  co v ered  to  cu s to m ers  own c h o ic e  
o f  f a b r i c  in  ou r own w orkroom s.

NEW BOOK ON COWBRIDCE HISTORY -
'Cowbridge T rades and Tradesmen,

1660 -  1750 ' by P h i l i p  R id en , a p ro d u c t 
o f  th e  r e s e a r c h  c a r r i e d  o u t by h i s  even ing  
c l a s s  in  Old H a ll .  A v a ila b le  from  Old 
H a ll a t  £ 1. 20.

INTERCOM i s  p roduced  a t  Cowbridge 
School by  C a ro l Duncan, Wendy Lane, 
D eborah H o ld in g s, Sharon Bevan, 
B arb a ra  Thomas, A liso n  Thomas, Kay 
Thomas.
C orrespondence to  Jen n y  Lemkey a t  
th e  S choo l.
E d i to r :  A .J .L . A lden .
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