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TERRIBLE TRAGEDY AT 
^jû COWBR1DGÈ. . *

MASON K-TLLED BY H IS BROTHER. 

SUICIDE OF TH E MURDERER.

DISTRESSING SCENES.

CORONER S INQUIRY • 
W ILFUL M URDER'

VERDICTS 
A SUICIDE.

OF

C.mhrulç wu« the tcene of a torrjo!.' 
clou bit* t ragedy oil Friday evening. A 
lahourer named Edward David. having phot 
hii* brother Arthur, a mason. with a gun 
afterward» look his own life in a moot deter­
mined manner. The affair was the cnlnjin- 
ation of a long-standing feud between them.

The brothers, were next-door neighbours 
East V illa g e . CWbridgo, and had been on 
had terms for yearn. Edward, who was a 
labourer, won a married man with no child­
ren. while Arthur waa a mason, aged Jbout 
21». who was also married, and had two child­
ren. The former was a man of violent 
and quarrelsome disposition, and had often  
appeared an defendant at the Police-court on 
charges of drunkenness. No one appears to 
know the cause of the long-standing dispute 
between the m en, but the possession of a 
ferret waa a recent caust' of dissension.'

On Friday evening Edward David « a s s it­
ting by thĉ  fire talking to  his wife. Soon 
after eight o’clock there came a knock, at the  
back door, and taking a gun from the hiaajtel- 
piece Edward went info the back kitchen. 
Ho opened the back door and saw his brother 
Arthur there. Arthur asked “Where in the 
ferret?” and th e  reply was. "I have lost it .” 
Arthur said “No., don’t tell me any of voor 
lic>s.” and his brother replied, "You ask 
M artin.” “I see."  said Arthur, “you’ve got 
the g u n ; shoot me if you like." Edward 
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at his brother and shot him in the throat. 
Arthur then ran down the street for about u 
hundred yards to the village pump, and ap­
plied water to his throat, then falling down 
from exhaustion. Her was carried into the  
Druids H otel, near by, and Dr. Torney was 
sent for. The doctor soon arrived, but ten 
minutes later th e  man expired.

Police-constable Herbert Davies, who had 
been apprised of the incident by neighbours, 
went to the house' of the aggressor, with the 
intention of. arresting him. but on arrival 
found that th e  murderer had turned his 
weapon upon him self and blown off the roof 
of his skull. The corpse lay in the back- 
kitchen. with the gun across the breast, his 
hands still clasoing it. A terrible scene waa 
presented, the floor for about two yards-being 

-red with blood. P.C. Davies found two 
em pty cartridges outside the back-door on 
the step.

WIDOWS INTERVIEWED.
Mr. Edward David, who o: the murderer, 

in au interview , stated  that hex husband had 
been out of work since Christmas. On 
Thursday he spent the whole day in bed, and 
on Friday he got up late, and in the after- 
iiaonsnt with her in the kitehfn.

"We were." she said, "sitting together be­
fore the fire soon after eight o’clock in the 
evening. My husband appeared ra*her 
strange in manner. Suddenly there was 
knock at the back door. H e got up. and 
took a gun from the ninntelpieee. He had 
some cartridges in his pocket. H e went into 
the back kitchen, and I beard him open the  
hack door. I heard the voice of his brother 
Arthur say ‘Where is that ferret?’ and my hus­
band said T have lost i t .’ ; Arthur said ‘No. 
don’t you toll me any of your lies.’ I heard 
Arthur say. ‘I see you have pot a gun; you 
had bettor shoot mo now.’ I then hoard a 
rc|K>rt. and I begaji to  run down the .street.
I had not gone far when f  heard another re­
port. Then I wont to Mrs. Thomas Beer.’ 

Mrs. Arthur David, the widow of the mur- 
•tvd man. who had been sitting  weeping 
th the other widow, supplied the other de­

tails which helped to  make the story com­
plete. She said th at ln«t Wednesday, when 
her husband and his brother 'had been in a 
field, which was called Millfield. where their 
parents lived, a question arose about the 

tiding of some nets to another man. Ed­
ward David refused to  lend the nets, and had 
a quarrel with th e man who-wanted them, 
hut Arthur David took no part in the qunrrel. 
On Wednesday evening, however. Arthur 
Dai id and Ins brother seem to  have had some 
w.irds alNHlt these nets, and the old ill-feef 
mg between t belli «-iime out strongly. Ed­
ward Dai nl said that he would shoot his 
brother at synio tune or another , if not that 
night then tin- following night.

"On Friday eien ing."  she proceeded, 
"mv husband returand from Miskm on his 
bicycle about 7.,*t»». Soon after eight o'clock
he go* up ojid m nt out to the bock door and 
into the yard. I followed to ih e  door, and I 
heard hini -.making to his brother Edward nt 
the latter > back door. I asked him to com ic  
away, hut he would not. I could hear the 
con versa-ion between them exceut the last 
f« w words Suddenly I heard the report of 
a gun and 1 i-u  mv husband stagger back.

I Then he ru-V •*?* past me w ith a big gash in 
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A Juryman q W io o a d  ritaew  aa to the  
atato c4 ber boaband whe i bo came home 
from work on Friday afti moon. Sb« aaJd 
th at be was sober, and did not think he went 
to hie brother’# house in a inarrelsome mood, 
only to mmk question*.

Rachel David, th e other i ridow, sa id : I had 
beard my husband threatei Arthur on Wed­
nesday. This was when tJ e  quarrel started , 
and it refern-d to a ferrt f, which waa the

{oint property of the broth sre. My husband 
tad lost it. I w js 4Q. tf£e 1 auae when Arthur 

earn* to the dootCabont 8 .4  on Friday night. 
My husband w ent to the < x»r with the gun 
*” his hand. It wap his o’ n gun. I beard 

conversation about the ferret, and then  
the report of a gun/' I ran to  the front door 
and saw Arthur ruh down t  e  street bleeding.
I ran iuto a neighbours h use. and did not 
see him fall. 1

The Coroner: When you heard your hus­
band th reaten ,to  shoot hw brother, did not 
you remonstrate with hint •

W itn ess: H e w as drunl . and I did not 
speak to him. Ho stayed in bed nil Thurs­
day. He waa also in bed t n Friday, and did 
not get up until the afterm on. He had not 
been out for tw o days. £ bo added that she 
never thought he meant it hen he m ade the  
threat.

Questioned by members >f the jury, wit- 
nesi said th at w hen Arthn ■ knocked a t tb© 
door. Edward was sitting  <j >wn and th e goa  
waa on the mantlepiece. H e reached it 
down, but ahe did not see him load it. It 
waa not his habit to  keep it  loaded. She 
thought her husband was ifraid of Arthur, 
who was the stronger man. Tbey had fought 
before, and once Arthur cai 10 into the house 
and beat his brother.

Beth the widows gave th >ir evidence very 
clearly, and showed very lit :le em otion.

The scene in H igh-street. Cow bridge, after  
the tragedy was descril cd by Edward
Crowley, The Limes, Cowhr dge, who said he 
was a driver in the employ of Messrs. Jen­
kins. H e said he was w liking along the 
street, when he ea\v Arthur .(David fall on the 
road. H e could see that«ho was bleeding 
from tbo nick. A postman ran for the doc­
tor. and by this tim e a crowd had collected. 
The body was taken to the Druids’ Inn. Wit- 

roturnod with th e police» to. Edward 
David’s house, but did not eto the body.

A Juryman: Did Art hurray  anything?
Wit tie**.: No, sir. j
Dr. Richard H astings Tomey said he was 

sent for on Friday night a ou t five m inutes 
past nine. He went up t l e road, and near 
the Druids’ Inn saw Arthur David, supported 
by a number of men. H e rae struggling for 
breath. H e was not blee ling much then. 
When witness saw the worn d.w ith  th e aid of 
a light which was brought. ie ordered him to 
be taken into the Druids’ ]nn. where he ex­
amined him. The front a d le ft  side of his 
throat was shattered. T  e muscles and a 
portion of the jaw were b >wn away. The 
larynx and the trachea w *re shattered and 
hanging out of the wound. It was evident 
that it was a mortal woum . Deceased died 
in about ten m inutes after i is arrival. There 
was a slight scorch in the a  ntre of the throat 
just below the wound, sho- iug that the gun 
had been fired at close qUi rflprs. It was a 
wonder the poor fellow live 1 so long after the  
shooting.

This was all th e  eviden e  in th e case of 
.Arthur Dr-rid. wed th e Coroner summed up.

The jury spent very littlF tim e considering 
their verdict, which was STilful murder.”

' THE SECOND II QUEST.
Mrs. Rachel David was i gain called as the 

first w it ness in' the secon Lease. She said 
her husband was 34 years i  age. and he was 
a labourer. She repeate I her statem ents, 
and added that she had i ot until that day 
returned to the house afte ■ th e  night of the 
tragedy. Her husband c d not carry the
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cartridges in his pocket.
a drawer.^ the gun hangitg' above the fire 

gun produced os

husband strange 
Yes. I thought so.

-No. i

place. She identified tht 
her husband’s.

The Forem an: Was you 
in his manner on Friday ?- 
and he looked very pale.

Did ho take any food 
Thursday or Friday. I Offered, him some 
but he would not have it.

The Coroner: When voi saw him ^ 
the gun down from the ma itelpieco. did not 
you try to stop h im ?--N o. sir; I tins 
frightened.

Thomas Beer was an imj ortant witness in 
the case of Edward David, 
to his house, between 8.30 
The front door was slammoi I 
force it open. I went into  
and Edward Llewellyn wa* with mo. We 
saw Edward Diivid lying o i his side on the 
floor. His gun was lying across him 
ho left side of his head 
way. I could see that he 

for the police, and t-amo 
stable Davies.

Questioned, by the jury, 
all the doors in Edward P jv id ’:
■loscd. but- not locked.

rolics-coiistablo Herbe
next wif 11.W, II«- HIiid the la-t wit ii. xi told
him what he had sil-.-ll in Edward's house.
He t,«(1 his-u in »1 - Ml <• t assisting in
•Art liui * «•:iH< am! | r<Mve 1.-.I to Edward's
hoiis»' .Uld faun.<1 the mini « i n»]. ns .NtscriL'd
Hv Hr•or. W’ÌI II»-NS CXH1I iued th.- back
kitchen Tin- r.- w»-i »• bio. ■ 1 marks on the
f rilii,.». an .1 In- found three loaded cartridges
ii; Eilu ■ml * left-hand r rnu- •r- Docket and a
moo hiid lid.lU CO ill li, s i ai-teoat pocket.
Wit IK s t- rchei 1 Dr. Tonn-v who was attend-
ine tn Arthur at the Druidi Inn 
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I’olicc-fx.nstable Herbert D avies, who had 

been apprised of the incident by neighbours 
u«-nt to  tlie horn-- of tin- nggrcs.'-or, w ith tlw 
in ten tion  of arresting him . but on arrival 
found that th e  murd.-rer had 'u rm d  his 
in ..pot. njwm him self and b |o#n  off the roof 
• ►î Iun vKull I lif' rur^SD lay in tin* bark- 
k i, .h ( i i .  with the gun"8< io*i Hie breast, his 
hand* ‘•till fJat-.iiie if A terrfble wt'nc was 
pi.•s.-iit.-.l, th -  floor for ahont tw o cards being  
- . i . - r .  d w .tl, ! P  C Davio* found
em , -v <artridges outside the bmk-d 
•h -  step

WIDOWS INTERVIEWED
Mr Ldwiiid David, wife ot jh»' m urderer, 

in an m tertie w . sta ted  that her husband had 
•••u  out <*! work sine*- Christ mas. On 
h u ix l.ii  It*- '•i-nt th -  whole (jnv jj, bed, and 

on t Md»r lie got up late, and the «ft 
. 1 '-'tl S.it 11 ltd h»-r in tile kitchen.
I We were, she said, "sitting together L 

: th e h i-  hood ;,fter eight o’clock in tb
je i .n in g . M> husband aj»pear»HÌ rath«T 
s ‘ r: i.g.- in manner. Suddenly there was a 
’'"T  ' ;it ” bat k d>>v»r. He gt»t up. ami 
•o .k -  gun from • h - m atitelp i-c-. H e had 
x .n  -. l a itn d g e s  in ins }*K'kei. H e went into  
if.»- biuk k itchen , and I heard him open th e  
luo K d .or. I heard th e Voice of his broth. r 
Arthur sav AV here is that feiret „„d m f  hu.*- 
band sat»I I have lost i t . ’ Arthur sa id  ‘N o.
»h.n • von re!» me any of your W  I heard 
Ar-liur say I *»*- you have got a gu n; voti 
ha.I better shrxn me now .’ I t hen hcahl : 
report, and 1 began to  run down th e  street 
I had not gone far when I heard another r.x 
port Then I went to  Mm. Thom as B .-er.” 

Mrs. Arthur D avid, th e widow of the n:ur 
dcr.-d man. who had been s ittin g  weeping  
with the Other Widow, supplied the other do- 
.a i!s which helped to  make the story com - 
m. i.' She said that last Bedncndav. when 
m r Inis blind and his brother had be^n in 
field, which was called M .llfield. w here th< 
parent.* lived , a question arose about the  

hue of some nets to another man. E<1- 
\ David refused to lend net*, and had 
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? took no part in the qa.Mrel. 
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wa.ol D a'id  said ,|,a t | l0 would''‘shoot ‘hi.*
hr»»i In r at syn.e tune or another; if not rhn 
mgtiT. then tin- follow ing n ight.

"On Friday e v e n in g ” eh,'. proceeded.’ 
mv husband returned from Miskin on h is  

bicycle almut » 30 . Soon after eight o’clock 
ho *o- up mid u. nt out to  th e back door and 
m to  be; yr.nl. f followed to ^ h e  door, and I 
beard him y a k i n g  to  his brother Edward at 
th e  latter s back door. I «ski'd him to  conic 

ay. hut he would not. I could hear the  
coll versa turn lxqwr*-n them  except the la*t 
fevv words Suddenly I h»-,,rd th<> r<>pon of 
a gun. and I vmv my husband stagger back. 
Then he rv<h -d past m e with a big gash in 
his throat, from which blood was oouring.

h M i ,r .', J5r't1 ,,im t(>*doP- hut t rim  tIt** k’tch^n hikJ îhrouch the
front room eut m h  the street, nud ran down 
for about 101 thhL until he was opposite th
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o f Ŵ  A ,T 'Í -v A r ll,,lr D “V,d » M k .

Afr u  UMti ’ XnHt **vv«4  111 boutn  African War. He was one of the first \  olun-
'SVuth War in the

h i ? . - ' ' / a!,d had tu o  -“ Pdols and seven  
b h:u ' t,!l 0,,(' lu:d tw o on th e other.

lb®  two men wore bom  iu Oowbridge, 
where they livou all their live*,. Edward wa^ 
for som e turns in the'en ip loy  o f >Ir. H all, hav 
m erchant. H e had the reput*tion  of being  
rery steady and hard-working. H is gun was 

With him , .„ d  ho w «  fond o f  "ou “  
m g. H e was often em ployed by local fanners  
m an nih ilatin g  rabbits. Arthur is described  
"rî f  \  tT ,ewhat r<^ rved  tem peram ent. 
H ie feud, th e  exact nature of which is un-
b in ^ 11' WUh V " " 1115 Hud is of
m i  ;T dur» ,,w : had more than

oner» threatened  to shoot h is brother.
T i U C' ^ Ŵ n Par0^  live noar Cow bridge, at J o h n ,.v s  M ill. Tbo deceaseds had brothers

i , ,  f t  iÄ !i,nis0n’ ",bo„ .w » « a g io  nia.n living  
B r i d i  Ar,dgtV. p nd W illiam , w ho lives at I Bridgend, well known in football circles.

THE CORONER S INQ UIRY.
One of th e  saddest stories in th e  history of 

th e  \  ale was narrated at th e  P olice-station  
Cow bridge, on M onday, w uen Mr E B 
Keeco and a jury investigated  the cir’cum- 
« « n ets  of th e tragedy. . ffi-. P ick8rd ,n,a““ r 
° f Ccr.ibrulgv) VU1.S foreman of the jury. ‘
n,„, ' í r .‘T  P HVU ’ " if“ m u rd er^
H.e hrdtiVUKd £ho r‘*latmns exist mg betw een  he Krothen* previous tiv F ndav. She said 
her Inuhund was 29 years of ago last m onth.

II» tore th e  tragedy th e brothe

pla.-e. She identified th e  
her liushii mi's.
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The Coroner asked th e jury to  consider 
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h in d  went 4. qU.Rrtf r her hu>-
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1 W h e .Ŵ h  r * ° ke T.? Edward f iU t . aaid suid.
I have h i?  .h fer!et ’ Edward'answ<-ri'd. "I 
' hi, '  v « î í  » " ArtbuL j t<‘“ ««id- .Don t te ll 
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ä iu n -íh n t ,h e n ’ * « •» « " . “I h - r d

T b - ( oroner 1>td V-u run o„{?«yi.ii»», Mr
\ t .  L V ’''' Dlght«-»|,.,| 1 Ml DOOM* . ' N o .  sir.
i»a< a k it /h eii i,U** l 'm hours- from tf*g

Was h. b ŵ d .n g  - Yea. Mr. frp.n tb e  n o * .  
I> ‘ he soy any» lung .«  VOu ' . N„
U h . ,  did h.* d o - He ran o '̂t from t h e

k .  ' . h e n  lo  t h e  r t r . T , i  fa< ^  U»a
'loor I * d  imf S.-S him . l i r e  unv more B e
• a* taken to th.- Druids, and hu. bo*lv t a

l. rujgi», 1)0111«. on Sat unhty nigh.|.

when he shot him self. H e  
th'oeased appear»>d to  be »t 
collected when conversing  
jt* t before th e tragedy.

A juryman n.sked the doctor if th e shoot 
of see ing  that he had 1 lied his brother 
would be sufficient to  tu n  his mind in a 
mom ent before killing himse f.

Dr Torney said that Eucl things hnd hap­
pened. F

The jury returned a rer. ict of "Suicide.*’ 
The jurym en and doctor i ave their fees to 

the widows at th e  clo6e of t le  inquest
PU L PIT  R E FE R I NCES.

P u lp it references were ma lo to  th e  tragedy 
\n ad worship in C iwbridge on Sun­
day. T he vicar, th e Rev. I *iah  Roberts, ut 
the afternoon service, said hey had recently  
heard of th e two inen being i&hered into eter­
nity without a m om ent’s wa ning. one by the 
hand of his brother and th© other bv his own 
hand. W hat if these inen had lived in the 
Hope of the Gospel? Whi t if they bad at­
tended regularly a place of worship'? They 
would hav© lired  with the < ?rtaiaty of being 
prepared for th e m eeting with the Great

TH E FU N ER ; LS.
The rem ains of Evan Arth ir David were in­

tern'd  in th e  burial çtoui^  of the Parish 
v_uuroa on Tuesday. The I moral was one of 
the largest seen in the towi for sum»* time, 
lh e  greatest sym pathy win shown to  the 
mourners, who at turn's eou| 1 sran v lv  control 
their findings. The vicar ail I th e R ev. R. J. 
Lew is «ifnciated. }

The fuqoral of Edwnrd Da id took place on 
W ednesday morning, the r mains being in­
terred in h corner of the ( ’ wbridgo ('lm ieh- 
yard at nine d’clock. A shv rt com mittaI m t- 
vic-a wus gone through uist ad of the burial 
^ •rvne of tht* Church of Eiq land. T h- x-r- 

ico was read by th e  vicar at il th.* Rev. R .1. 
D 'wls. All th e rela’iv .s  .f the «!.-i-»'iin»*Ì 
were pr«*-»-nt. uU> siutie of t l .-  townspeople.

Ih e  subscriptions to th«> ft nd ruis»-»l bv the 
-Mayor (Councillor J. Pukur 1) will b,- upper 
tioned equally betw een the udow^.


