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The Vale of Glamorgan Agricultural Show

at Penllyn Castle Park, Nr. Cowbridge
Wednesday 21st August, 1996 and Wednesday 20th August, 1997

O Cattle 0O Sheep 0O Goats [ Horses

KC Dog Show, Horticultural Show, Craft Fair and
Home Produce and Craft Competitions
PREMIER LAMB SHEARING COMPETITIONS
GALAXY 101-VICTORIA PARK MAZDA - LIVE ROADSHOW
Welsh Hawking Centre Displays, Hunt Scurry, Philip
Morris Brass, Snapshot Productions, Bucking Bronco,
Archery Demonstrations, Vintage Tractors

Full range of Trade Stands and Mobile Catering Facilities,

Baby Changing and Feeding. Plenty of Amusements.

A GREAT DAY OUT FOR ALL THE FAMILY

Bus Shuttle All Day From Cowbridge Town Hall
Free Car Parking Next To Showground

Adult £4. Child/OAP £1 Only

For information:

Mrs. Pam Harris ® 01446 772027

Reg. Charity Number 218818

The Master Brewer

# Fine Ales
Car Park
# Delightful
Courtyard
Garden
# Children’s
Play Area
# Good Home Cooked Lunches
Basket Meals
# Conveniently Situated In The Heart
Of Cowbridge Facing Its Town Hall

Telephone: 01446 772316
10 High Street, Cowbridge

I+

I+

COWBRIDGE
OFFICIAL
TOWN
GUIDE
1996/97



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

COWBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL
The Council offers its sincere thanks to all those who have contributed to the production
of this official Town Guide.
A special thanks for their cooperation to:
Colwyn Jones/Vic Eveleigh - Photographs

Marion Eveleigh - History
Jeff Alden - Education
Geoff Cox - Llanblethian Church

Colwyn Jones
Brian J. Roberts

- Cowbridge Markets
- Cowbridge In Bloom

A THANK YOU FROM THE PUBLISHER

It has been a great pleasure for Kenrich Publications, a local company established in

Ogwr, to have been commissioned by Cowbridge Town Council to produce this Guide.
This Guide, which is free, has been produced for you, the reader, by ourselves,

Cowbridge Town Council and the support of the local business people who advertised in

the Guide.

COPYRIGHT

This publication is copyright and may not be reproduced or transmitted in any form
either in part or in whole, stored in a retrieval system of any nature, without the written
permission of the publishers.

Whilst every care has been taken in the compilation of this Guide to ensure that
the information contained herein is correct, neither Kenrich Publications nor Cowbridge
Town Council can accept any liability for any errors, inaccuracies or omissions, or for
any matter in any way connected with or arising out of the publication of this informa-
tion.

The headings in the advertisers index are not intended to be read as trade descrip-
tions of goods or services for the purposes of the Trade Descriptions Act 1988. The list-
ing of any advertiser under a particular heading does not necessarily indicate that the
advertiser is legally entitled or professionally qualified to act under that heading, or that
the advertiser supplies the goods or services suggested by the heading. You should
always check he exact type of goods and services offered and the qualifications held
when contacting the advertiser.

FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPH
High Street, Cowbridge, including the Town hall.

MAPS
Kenrich Publications and courtesy of Cowbridge Town Council.

Designed and Published in Ogwr by Kenrich Publications. Printed and bound in Wales.

TREHARNE
DRYCLEANING

* Normal Service............ 24 Hours
* Express Service............. On request
* Open 6 Days A Week...8.30am - 5.45pm
Other services include:
*Tailoring and Reweave Repairs
* Suede, Sheepskin and Leather Cleaning
* Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
* Eiderdown and Pillow Restoration
* Duvet Washing
* Fully Finished Laundry Service
* Shoe Repairs
* Postal Service If Required
We prioritise in:
QUALITY OF WORK
EXCELLENT SERVICE
COMPETITIVE PRICES
35 High Street, Cowbridge

Tel: (01446) 773873
THE CLEANERS OF DISTINCTION

Allan R. Thomas
& Co.

Chartered Accountants

20 Years Experience in:

* New Businesses and Plans

* Personal and Company Tax

* PAYE and VAT

* Accountancy and Audit Work

* Free First Interview and Quotation
Either Call In Or
We’ll Visit You

London House, 89 Eastgate,

o N Cowbridge,
ACONTANTS S.Glam.
CF7 7TAA
Tel: 01446 774828
After Hours:
NADBAVAS

01656 782767

A& J

ANTHONY & JARVIE

SOLICITORS

FORAN EFFICIENT FRIENDLY
SERVICE
ADVICE ONALL LEGAL
MATTERS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Telephone: (01446) 775535
Fax: (01446)775156

75 High Street, Cowbridge,
South Glamorgan

Also with offices at:

Bridgend Cardiff
(01656)652737 (01222)472100

Exciting New Garments Including
Designs By:
Prét-a-Porter, Magazine
Ann Green (Evening Wear) and
Welsh Designer Rachel Fear

Relax and indulge yourself in
comfortable surroundings
where the accent is on quality,
style, individuality and
S value for money ,

15 High St., Cowbridge,
S.Glam

Tel: (01446) 775594
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A WELCOME FROM THE MAYOR

Welcome to the second edition of the Cowbridge Town Guide and the Historic Market
Town of Cowbridge and the picturesque villages of Llanblethian and Aberthin.

Cowbridge lies in the heart of the Rural Vale and still operates as a Market Town,
farmers from miles around bring their stock to the Town every Tuesday. The Town’s ori-
gins are in the First Century AD, and much of its history is evident in the Town Hall.
The Hall houses the Cowbridge Museum and was the former House of Correction. The
High Street retains its historic atmosphere, but now houses many exclusive shops and
wine bars.

Cowbridge has now been accepted into the Walled Town Friendship Circle. This
can help to promote the Town and surrounding areas.

In recent years Cowbridge has developed a reputation for Welsh Crafts made to
your specification, these can be viewed in the Old Wool Barn. The old and new blend
together and give the town its unique atmosphere.

| sincerely hope you enjoy your visit, and this guide will leave you with happy
memories of your visit to Cowbridge.

Councillor Brian Dobbs,
Town Mayor (1995-96).

.I:
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Cowbridge Community College

Old Hall
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULTS

* Adult Education Courses

* Continuing Education Courses

* DayAVeekends Workshops

* Computer CoursesAVorkshop

* Art Exhibitions

* Art and Craft Fairs

* Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Scheme

* Meeting Place for Art/Craft Guilds, Societies

and Clubs

Old Hall is also available for hire for
conferences and meetings.

For further information

Tel: (01446) 773831
Fax:(01446) 774272

OPEN TILL 11pm EVERY DAY!

Hot Chicken and | Fresh Breads and

Tempting Cakes

I Chilled Wines From

1 Around The World | Newspapers

SPAR COW BRIDftF

| National Lottery and 1

1
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COWBRIDGE. MEDIEVAL BOROUGH

Cowbridge was granted its first charter in 1254 by Sir Richard de Clare, Lord of
Glamorgan. Some short time before this Sir Richard de Clare had built the township
more or less as a business venture, laying out the Burgess plots and leasing them on fixed
rents to responsible citizens, as business or residential premises. The town seems to have
been a modest success and plots were taken up both to the east and west of the town, the
east side being the most popular. The town walls date from about 1266, there were 4
gates, the north gate appears to have been mainly for cattle.

The Medieval Borough was not the first occupation of the site. In recent years after
several archaeological digs, the foundations of Roman structures including a Bath House
and many Roman relics have been found. It now seems fairly certain a small Roman fort
occupied the site in the 1st Century and by the 14th Century this had developed into a
township. Historians are now beginning to accept that Cowbridge has a strong claim to
being the missing Roman fort of Bovium.

The Medieval Guild hall stood in the middle of the High Street between what are
now the Duke and Vale of Glamorgan Inns. There was a Town Cross in front and a
Market Hall to the rear. The site of the Town Cross is marked by a brass cross in the road
at the corner of Church Street. In 1576 permission was given by the Houses of
Parliament to build a House of Correction in Cowbridge. This was duly erected by the
eastgate. By the late 1700’s the building was in a sorry state and the Prison authority
built a new prison roughly on the site of the old one. It was completed in 1806 but by
1829 a large new prison had been built in Swansea and the one at Cowbridge was closed
and the site put up for sale. The Burgess who had for some time wanted to pull down the
old Guild hall because it restricted the passage of Stage and other coaches, immediately
stepped in and bought the site by public subscription. In the course of the alterations the
building was much enlarged but a lot of the old House of Correction remains, including
two blocks of cells which now house the Town’s Museum.

The last Royal Charter was granted by Queen Victoria in 1886, this gave people
of Cowbridge the right to elect their own Councillors and Mayor. In 1974 when the local
Government Reorganisation took place the Town was granted permission to retain its
Mayor.

Sometime previous to 1886 heredity freedom of the Borough ceased but the grant-
ing of the Honorary Freedom of Cowbridge was continued. One of the more famous
Freemen of Cowbridge is David Lloyd George. Some well known personalities while
not born in Cowbridge, lived here and added to the richness of life in Cowbridge, these
are, lolo Morgannwg, historian and poet, he had a shop in Cowbridge. Judge Jenkins of
hensol is buried in Cowbridge church yard and there is a monument to him in the church.
Sir Leoline Jenkins, endowed the Grammar School and was the cause of the school’s
long association with Jesus College, Oxford. Dr. Benjamin Heath Malkin, social
reformer, lived at Old Hall. Edward Stirling (The Thunderer of the Times) lived in
Llanblethian and his son John Stirling went to school in Cowbridge, at the Eagle
Academy.

Thomas Carlyle stayed in Llandough and in his life of John Stirling refers to
Cowbridge with affection. Cowbridge was acknowledged as the unofficial capital of the

feme ‘ifyadye

*¥otel

Trerhyngyll, near Cowbridge, S. Glamorgan, Wales

This Friendly Hotel With First
Class Facilities That Welcomes
Wheelchair Users

Facilities include:

* Twin, Single and Double Bedrooms

* Restaurant and Bar *Swimming Pool
*Jacuzzi *Sauna * Multi Gym

* Tennis Courts * Snooker * Sports Hall

Telephone:

01446 772608

G *nmtm SGAAwys

Fax:

01446 775507
Trerhyngyll, near Cowbridge, South Glam., Wales CF7 7TN

John Grooms Associationfor Disabled People |

Registered Charity No. 212463

with JANIE!

Qualified Instructor YMCA,
R.S.A., K.F. AW, WW.T.A

Specialist in 50 Plus and Health Related Exercise

For a firm, fit and flabless figure join
Janie’s Stretching, Aerobic and Relaxing

EXERCISE CLASSES

(All Classes at the Jane Hodge Hotel, Trerhyngyll)
All Class Times Will Be:

Mondays 6.30 - 7.30pm Intermediate

8.00 - 9.00pm Intermediate
Tuesdays 10.00 -11.00am Intermediate & Creche

11.15 -12.15am Beginners, 50+, for the not so fit/overweight
Wednesdays 6.45 - 7.45pm Circuit Training (Men/Women)

8.00 - 9.00pm Intermediate
Thursdays 10.00 -11.00am Intermediate and Creche

7.00 - 8.00pm Beginners, 50+, for the not so fit/loverweight
Friday 7.00 - 7.45am Early Bird Circuits in Multigym Men/Women

ALL CLASSES £3 EACH

This price includes the use of Multi-Gym, Pool, Sauna and Jacuzzi
before and after class

Facilities Available For People With
Disabilities And The Able Bodied

We are pleased to offer you the following
facilities when you join our club:

Swimming Pool Spa Bath Sauna
Multigym Table Tennis Snooker
Pool Table Tennis Courts Badminton
Basketball Courts 5-A-Side Football Bowls
Tennis Coaching Aromatherapy Reflexology
Tennis Tournaments Judo Classes Archery
Roller Hockey Courts Karate

Holiday Play Schemes
Ladies Demonstration Days/Lunches
Circuit Training For Men/Women
Aerobic Classes Intermediate
Swimming Lessons Beginners/Intermediate Child/Adult
Adult and Children's Parties Early Bird Weight Training
Low Impact Aerobics For The Not So Fit, 50+, Overweight

. John Grooms Association For Disabled People. A Christian based charity with over 125 years experience,

(it— isa market leader in providing a range of services for people with disabilities.

Charity Registration No. 212463.



Vale and was known for its Market and Fairs, but up to 1965 it was famous for its long
traffic queues.

This all stopped when the Cowbridge bypass was opened. For a time local trades
people feared Cowbridge was finished and another dark age had begun but instead we
have the busy, attractive Town you see today.

In 1982 Cowbridge Town Council joined with Llanblethian community Council to
become the Cowbridge with Llanblethian Town Council.

LLANBLETHIAN

Llanblethian Parish incorporates and surrounds Cowbridge, but the village itself lies to
the south of the town. On the hill behind the church are the remains of an Iron Age Fort,
Caer Dynnaf. This site has never had a major excavation, but evidence has been found of
occupation during the Roman period. On the perimeter of the fort the remains of a forti-
fied house of the dark ages have been identified by the Council of Ancient Monuments.

Early in the 14th Century the Lord of Glamorgan, Gilbert de Clare built a castle on
the opposite hill but before it was completed he was killed at the battle of Bannockburn.

Future Lords of Glamorgan continued to be interested in Llanblethian and as in
some cases it was a daughter who inherited, the Ladies also gave their patronage. Anne
Neville who became the wife of Richard Ill, was a generous benefactor and the Tower
of Llanblethian Church and the Llanquian aisle in Cowbridge Church are believed to
have been her gift. Another Lord of Glamorgan who had fought with the Black Prince
and was one of the first Knights of the Garter, died at the castle.

Today the nearest inn is the Cross Inn on Llantwit Major Road, but there used to
be two inns in the village, the General Picton which was next door to the church, and the
Kings Head. The landlord of the Kings Head was John the Weaver and the Inn was com-
monly known as such.

The woollen factory, near the ford, was famous for its flannel and a special black
flannel with narrow scarlet stripes was woven for the cockle women of Swansea. Some
of the weavers worked in their own cottages in the village. There has never been a Manor
House in Llanblethian, Great house being the nearest equivalent but there are several
large houses with notable families connected with them.

As there is no common in the village, the Cowbridge side of Llanblethian Hill,
known locally as Mount Ida serves this purpose and several cottages used to have graz-
ing rights on the hillside.

The church is dedicated to St. John the Baptist and on the green in front of the
church stands an old Cross.

Since the Post Office closed there is no shop but in a 19th Century will there was
an inventory of a shop in Llanblethian which was surprising in its diversity and quanti-
ty. Besides the expected food and household goods there were barrels of brandy and even
ladies hats.

Situated in a hollow and surrounded by softly rolling hills with the River Thaw
running through the village from north to south and a stream which runs past the old
woollen factory and along the road, joining it at the bridge.

Llanblethian is an attractive village in all seasons but in the spring it is at its best
when daffodils seem to carpet every grassy space.

Relax in thefriendly atmosphere ofa
Real Wine House.

Immerse yourself in a fine wine list;
from the Grandest of Crus to Daily
Plonk, many by the glass.

Indulge yourself with our generous

menu; from baked potatoes to steak

au poivre, all freshly cooked in our
Circa 1730 own Kitchen.

THE MANUFACTURERS CHOICE

The Caravan Centre

0O O 0O 0O O Five Star Service Centre As Recommended By The RAC

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972
REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE
SERVICING
RENOVATIONS
REFURBISHMEN
ALKO, CARVER AND

THETFORD SERVICES
CARVER CENTRES

Telephone: 01446 774747

Telephone: 01222 372918

+\ Fax: 01446 773747 EEE
Coed Emlyn,” Cardiff Road, St. Hilary,
Cowbridge, Nr. Cardiff CF71 7DP

SERVICING THE WHOLE

OF SOUTH WALES
Specialising in insurance
‘ork approved by all major

insurance companies

Collection and Delivery
Service Into Our Purpose
Built Workshops

M4 JUNC. 33
WE ARE HEHE
CULVERHOUSE
A48 TO COWBRIDGE CROSS



COWBRIDGE SHOPPING CENTRE

Cowbridge has much to offer as a shopping centre, both to regular shoppers and to
tourists. You will find beautiful clothes for ladies and gentlemen, sports wear, antique
shops, furniture, electrical goods, crafts, a garden centre, shoes and numerous interest-
ing places to eat, or just meet friends for coffee. Cowbridge serves the farming commu-
nity of the area and there are businesses to cater for country wear and farming supplies.

Most of the businesses are run personally by their proprietors which makes a wel-
come and refreshing change from the impersonal atmosphere of the multiple stores.
Goods on offer tend to be unusual and really different from merchandise in large towns
and cities, making a special visit well worthwhile. There are several gift shops and a del-
icatessen for a special present.

Although giving the impression that it consists of one main street, if you take the
time to explore Cowbridge you will find lovely gardens, arcades, a leisure centre and
many interesting buildings.

A busy little market town with all the facilities of the modern age, but with the
pace and atmosphere of bygone times.

Most businesses belong to the Chamber of Trade which joins other organisations
to provide floral decorations in the town during the Summer months. This is being built
over the years and with the present level of enthusiasm from traders and residents alike
should give better shows each year. The Christmas trees in the festive season also pro-
vide a welcoming opportunity to show off Cowbridge at its best as the Chamber of Trade
organises the spectacle of trees on both sides of the High Street from one end of the town
to the other.

COUNTY MARKET TOWN OF COWBRIDGE

Cowbridge, situated virtually in the heart of the Vale of Glamorgan, has always been
regarded as a Market Town. The Livestock Market and Fairs were held in the wide part
of the High Street as was the original Town Hall and Cross.

In 1889 a new market was provided adjacent to the Masons Arms and abutting the
old Town Wall and Ramparts.

Between the First and Second World Wars the Livestock Market was held on
Mondays and operated by three firms of Auctioneers, Messrs John David Watts and
Morgan, Messrs Herbert R. Thomas and Messrs Seth Phillips. A second privately owned
market was sited in land adjoining the old railway goods depot at the rear of Eastgate
Street.

From 1952 onwards the Livestock Market has been run by Messrs John David
Watts and Morgan and Messrs Herbert R. Thomas and Edwards. In the 1950’s when the
market was rebuilt and extended, Market Day was changed to Tuesday.

The tradition of Cowbridge September Fairs and Christmas Fatstock Shows have
continued for well over a Century.

The town has now become a member of The Walled Towns Friendship Circle and
expects this to lead to greater exposure of its attractions and increased tourist visiting.
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THE LEGAL PRACTICE FOR
ALL YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS
Business and Domestic Conveyancing
Business Formations/Commercial

Accident Claims
Debt Collection
Employment Law

FREE INITIAL INTERVIEW
COWBRIDGE

(01446) 773544

Fax (01446) 772084 | TOWN HALL |

Rear Of HIGH ST.
. I MARTINS! MASTEFT
M artl ns iINEWSAGENIj BRPEL\jVaER
Newsagents, »H
; WE
14 High St., ARE R

GARDEN

Cowbridge HERE CENTRE

THE

FARMERS ARMS
ABERTHIN

Gareth and Jennifer
offer a warm welcome to a Country Pub
ideally located on Cowbridge Road,
1 mile from the Town Centre

We Serve:
LUNCH SUNDAY
12-2.30 LUNCH
Monday-Saturday 12-2.45

EVENING BAR MEALS
Monday-Saturday 6.30-9.30

Telephone:

01446 773429

OFF THE

BEETON TRACK

Restaurant

1Town Hall Square, Cowbridge
Telephone: (01446) 773599

Alison and David Richardson continue to
offer a warm, friendly atmosphere and
welcome you from 10am, serving:

* Morning Coffee  * Lunch from 12 Noon

* Sunday Lunch from 12 Noon
Throughout The Afternoon

* Afternoon Teas From 2pm

* Dinner From 6.45pm Tuesday - Saturday incl.

* Full A La Carte Menu and Our Popular 3
Course Weekday Menu Is Also Being Served

EGON PONAY RECOMMENDED

Gaskell & Walker

FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES INCLUDING
CONVEYANCING - RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
ON REQUEST

Tel: (01446) 772212
Fax:(01446) 773921

20 High Street, Cowbridge
South Glamorgan

(01656) 653122/656160
12 Park Street, Bridgend
Mid Glamorgan

Se TWade um.

Also Incorporating

J Gareth Miller & Co
(01656)732496

79a Castle Street, Maesteg
Mid Glamorgan

\Y
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THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN
COUNCIL

The Vale of Glamorgan is without doubt one of the most beautiful places in which to live
and work in Wales and the ancient town of Cowbridge is at its heart.

The Vale of Glamorgan Council is determined to work tirelessly on behalf of its
residents to ensure that our customers receive the highest quality of service at the low-
est possible cost.

The Council provides a number of essential services including:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:

As the Council’s primary objective, we are encouraging and promoting measures to
diversify and strengthen the local economy and protect employment prospects. At the
same time we are keen to ensure that any development is compatible with the Council’s
objectives in relation to the protection of the environment.

HOUSING:
We aim to ensure as far as resources permit, that residents may occupy accommodation
which is adequate for their needs in terms of size, fitness for occupation and cost.

THE ENVIRONMENT:

We are striving to achieve the best possible environment for both residents and visitors
by ensuring that environmental considerations play a key part in decisions affecting the
Borough.

LEISURE:

To cater, as far as possible, for all areas of recreation needs, through both direct and indi-
rect provision of facilities, to encourage increased participation for all in sport and recre-
ation and to improve appropriate opportunities for access to the countryside.

The Leisure Centre is situated at Bear Field, Cowbridge and is open to the public
10am - 10pm Monday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm Sundays.

The Centre boasts a main hall where football, basketball and badminton can be
played and a small hall where gymnastics, childrens parties and keep fit are catered for.
There is a weight training room and numerous sporting classes are available.

Any information on these activities is available from the Cowbridge Leisure
Centre by ringing Cowbridge 775533.

COWBRIDGE AREA OFFICE:

John Arnott, Information Assistant, is available at our Cowbridge District Office, 79 Eastgate,
Cowbridge CF7 7AA on Cowbridge, Monday-Thursday 8.45 a.m. to 4.30 p.m., Friday 8.45 am.
to 4 p.m. to answer all enquiries relating to the services that the Council provides.
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Furniture for the best homes - we like our
Sofas and Chairs to feel at home
Also:

Sculptures, Ornaments, Lamps and
Occasional Furniture
“We are behind the Town Hall”

1 Willow Walk, Cowbridge
Telephone: 01446 773361

We buy and Sell

Designer Labels

O Yves St. Laurent
O Bruce Oldfield
O Paul Costelloe
O Armani

O Christian Dior

So ifyou are bored with your wardrobe
please contact...

Telephone: 01446 775687
41a High Street,
Cowbridge

Now stocking a wide range of
clothes sides its usual
array of beautiful and
unusual gifts and cards

'sers, as

ﬂ5 welco
Beehive

ourt, Cowbridge

doe

(01446) 772619

CANCER RELIEF
MACMILLAN
FUND

FIGHTING CANCER WITH
MORE THAN MEDICINE

With your help we can reach
those who need ours

Registered Charity No. 261017
Donations to:
Regional Office For Wales,
Britannia House,
Penny Lane, Cowbridge,
S. Glamorgan

Tel: 01446 775679
Fax: 01446 775085 N



CHARTERS AND
REGALIA

The first charter was granted to Cowbridge in 1254 by Sir Richard de Clare. At that time
the town was called Longa Villa, but in the charter granted in 1340 it had become
Cowebrugg and in subsequent charters variations of the name were used until
Cowbridge was finally settled upon. It was thought all these early charters had been
destroyed but in 1983 a solicitor in Somerset found a Cowbridge charter dated 1421
among other old papers in his files.

This charter was granted by Sir Richard de Beauchamp and confirms all previous
charters back to the first charter of 1254. The County Archivist, Mrs. Patricia Moore,
purchased the document and it is now safely housed in the Glamorgan Records Office.

The Archivist had a facsimile made and presented to the Town Council. It now
hangs in the Council Chamber.

The last charter granted to Cowbridge was by Queen Victoria in 1886, this gave
the town the right to elect the Council and from among these, the Councillors elect a
Mayor. In 1888 Cowbridge was granted a Coat of Arms and a copy of this Grant of Arms
is also in the Council Chamber. Between the Grant of Arms and the 1421 Charter hangs
a large oil painting of the Cowbridge Seal which was in use from 1762 to 1887.

The first elected Mayor was Alderman Thomas Rees, a Cowbridge solicitor.
Alderman Rees presented the Mayor’s chain and pendant to the Council. The Mayoress
or Consort has a lighter more delicate chain and pendant. Since the amalgamation of
Cowbridge Town Council with Llanblethian Community Council the Deputy Mayor
wears the chain and pendant of the chairman of Llanblethian Council, the Deputy
Mayoress or Consort wears what was the Deputy Mayor’s pendant on a simple ribbon.

The two Mace Bearers accompany the Mayor on all ceremonial occasions carry-
ing the silver maces which are inscribed, Cowbridge Villa 1606 and The Royal Coat of
Arms.
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CARTREGLAS FARM

*+ Holiday & Business * Bed & Breakfast
CARTREF DRIED FLOWERS

Grown and Dried On Farm
Farm Shop Open Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Mrs. Jean Gibbon, Cartreglas Farm, Welsh St. Donats, Cowbridge
S.Glam. CF71 7SX. Tel: 01446 772368. Fax: 01446 775553

Lois Fashions

In a building which was originally a wayside inn, Lois Fashions now houses a
colourful array of ladies fashions including Jacques Vert (18-24), Paul Seperates,
Reggie, Stephanie and beautiful knitwear from Monari and Olsen of Germany.
Highly trained staff will assist you and you can

browse without obligation. n

Telephone: (01446) 774101
27 High Street, Cowbridge

For mortgages, savings
and so much more...

75 High Street, Cowbridge CF7 7AF.
Tel: 01446 774725. Fax: 01446 774582,

Building Society-----------

Full written details of the Society’s mortgage products are available on request. Please ask for one of our leaflets.
Any home loan must be secured by a mortgage. All loans are subject to status. Branches and Agencies throughout the U.K.

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
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TWINNING

Since 1991 Cowbridge has been twinned with CLISSON in the Deportment of LOIRE-
ATLANTIQUE, near NANTES.

This twinning has proved to be very successful with exchange visits taking place
each year between various sporting, cultural and youth groups, as well as between mem-
bers of the respective Twinning Associations.

Clisson is a very picturesque town situated on the banks of the SEVRE in the heart
of the MUSCADET wine producing area.

Its population is broadly similar to that of Cowbridge and district and it also has a
long and sometimes turbulent history.

There are many other similarities, both cultural and economic, and the Tourist
Office in Clisson (telephone 40 54 02 95) would be pleased to provide information
regarding the holiday village, camp site and activities, including canoeing etc.

Anyone interested in the activities of the Twinning Association may contact
any Committee member, current details being available at the library.

French visitors to Cowbridge may wish to note that a French language translation
of the “Cowbridge Town Trail” is available from the Town Clerk’s Office.

R DOW CORNING STi LTD.

Dow Corning STi is truly an international company with silicone rubber custom compound-
ing units operating in the USA, Germany, France, Italy, Spain and UK, ottering local sup-
plies of silicone rubber, fluorosilicone rubber and liquid silicone rubber.

STi is backed by Dow Corning Corporation which has primary production facilities in
Michigan (USA), Barry South Wales, and a joint venture with Toray Silicones in Japan.
STi's products are designed to meet the needs of fabricators and end users and the staff
at STi have wide experience of applications for silicone rubber.

Silicone Rubber is used in aerospace, construction, automative, electronics, electrical and
industrial applications where the unique combination of properties offers advantages over
conventional rubber compounds.

STi has been located in Cowbridge since its formation in 1987 and is pleased to be asso-
ciated with the continuing growth of the area.

Dow Corning STi Ltd., Vale Business Park, Cowbridge CF71 7PF
Tel: 01446 775656. Fax: 01446 774859
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CQWBRIDGE WITH LLANBLETHIAN
TOWN COUNCIL

The Council is based in the Town Hall which it owns. The Council provides a range of services
and facilities which complement those of South Glamorgan County Council, and the Vale of
Glamorgan Borough Council.

The range of services provided directly by the Town Council are:

Town Hall, facilities for: Concerts, meetings, receptions and general club and group activ-

ities. The building is licensed for music and dancing.

Control and administration of the Town Cemetery.

Maintenance and administration of Allotments at Aberthin Road and Cae Rex.

Care and maintenance of Play areas at Llanblethian and The Twt.

The Council maintains a close liaison with local organisations in order to ensure that the
quality of life continues to be of the highest standard.

The Council always welcome suggestions for improving the efficiency, quality and scope
of its services in the Town. For any enquiries telephone 773385.

STAFF OF THE COUNCIL:
Town Clerk: Mrs. Ruth Lane Amen. Supervisor: Mr. David Lewis
Clerical Assistant: Mrs. Wendy Pearce Caretaker: Mr. Bernard Cook

COWBRIDGE WITH LLANBLETHIAN
TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS

The Town Council consists of 15 Councillors elected every four years. The Officers consist of
Mayor and Deputy Mayor. Council meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.

Mayor: B. Dobbs 1 Sunnyside, Aberthin. Nr. Cowbridge CF7 7HE Tel: 774450
Dep. Mayor: J. R. Harris 6 Bessant Close, Cowbridge CF7 7HP Tel: 773798
Mrs. S. M. Cox 27 St. Johns Close, Cowbridge CF7 7HN Tel: 773637
V. W. Eveleigh Whiteladies, Broadway, Cowbridge CF7 7EX Tel: 772495
Mrs. G. Baty 10 Church View, Llanblethian, Cowbridge CF7 7JJ Tel: 773219
Mrs. C. Roderick Stepaside, River Walk, Cowbridge CF7 7DW Tel: 774257
H. G. Phillips 66 Broadway, Cowbridge CF7 7TEW Tel: 773287
B. J. Roberts 42 The Verlands, Cowbridge CF7 7BY Tel: 773249
G. A. Cox 27 St. Johns Close, Llanblethian, Cowbridge CF7 7HN  Tel: 773637
Mrs. M. Arnold Sefrou, 19 Cae Rex. Llanblethian, Cowbridge CF7 7 Tel: 773441
R. H. Davies 6 Greenside, Cowbridge CF7 7EU Tel: 773788
H. W. Field Moorlands Hall. Penllyn, Cowbridge CF7 7EP Tel: 774279
Mrs. H. M. Vaile Moorlands Hall, Penllyn, Cowbridge CF7 7RQ Tel: 773913
J. B. Roberts 2 Brookfield Park Road, Cowbridge CF7 7HJ Tel: 772179
H. Llewellyn-Morgan Ynys Fach, Cardiff Road, Cowbridge CF7 7EP Tel: 773858
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18 high street cowbridge cf7 7ag

the hair business

OF COWBRIDGE

o)

Slw)

Shiatsu Head Massage
Professional Hair Advice

Precision Hair Cutting

oop < omy

Premier Colour Salon
Late Nights

Free Consultation

Ip
PRIYEMITGHELL, REDKEN

1 voucher does not apply to retail produce~
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Featwring:
ICentre: Twt Play Park. Below Centre: Old Masons Yard at Cowbridge
eft: Holy Cross Church. Top Right:: Roman Road
e Left: Llanblethian Ford. Centre Right:: River Thaw

Bottom Left:: A Row of Cowbridge cottages with a beautiful floral display
Bottom Right: The Library/Health Centre

Yy
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BLOOMING CQWBRIDGE!

Cowbridge in Bloom arose from an idea conceived by the Rotary Club of Cowbridge and the
Cowbridge Chamber of Trade. The Committee had its inaugural meeting in 1991. Its aim, quite
simply, was to enhance this historic and attractive town with extensive displays of flowers and

plants. The Committee and its band of
‘gardeners’ are all volunteers and
funds are raised from local organisa-
tions, businesses and individuals. It is
in essence a Cowbridge enterprise.

For the past five years the
Committee has been responsible for
planting and maintaining, throughout
the year, a number of containers in the
town; principally alongside the River
Thaw. Some of the Committee’s con-
tainers have been ‘adopted' by local
organisations, who themselves, take
on the responsibility of caring for
‘their’ container.

The installation, in 1995, of
new Edwardian style lamp-posts
along the main street offered the
opportunity to greatly extend the flo-
ral displays. The Committee took the

The photograph shows Mrs. G. Watkins of Westgate,
Cowhridge - overall winner of Cowbridge in Bloom
Competition 1993.

brave decision to buy and erect containers on most of these new posts, and it plans to complete
this project by fixing containers to the remaining posts this year.
However, the Committee’s efforts are of necessity constrained, not only by the level of

A typical street scene in Cowbridge with lamp-
posts adorned with displays of hanging baskets

funding available, but also the number of suit-
able locations available to it. Therefore, the
Committee actively encourages individual peo-
ple and businesses to plant baskets, boxes and
troughs on their own premises. Each year it
holds a competition, for the best displays in a
number of categories, which is usually judged
in the last week of July.

Committee members are willing to give
advice on planting and maintaining containers
and they are always seeking volunteers to help
with the enjoyable work arising from the main-
tenance of the Committee’s own containers.

Brian Roberts,
Committee Co-ordinator

A summer scene from the
Vale of Glamorgan Show

THE BEAR HOTEL
COWBRIDGE
A warm welcome awaits

you at this historic
12th Century Coaching Inn

* Flagstone Real Ale Bar with Open Log
Fires

* 33 Superbly Appointed En Suite Bedrooms

* Home Cooked Bar Meals Served
Lunchtime and Evening

* Extensive Conference and Banqueting
Facilities

* Stone Vaulted A La Carte Restaurant

* Children's Play Area

The Bear Hotel, Cowbridge, S. Glamorgan
01446 774814



Loma
Cozvbridge
01446 774807
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LIEGE MANOR FARM
EQUESTRIAN CENTRE

BHS Qualified Instruction
Group and Private Tuition
For Able-Bodied and Disabled
All Ages and Abilities
Experienced Horses and Ponies

Hacking, Pony Days and
Birthday Parties

Purpose Built Indoor School, Cross
Country and Showjumping Paddock

WTB Accredited - RDA Approved
Llancarfan Lane, Bonvilston
Nr. Cardiff CF5 6TQ

(01446) 781648

HARCUTTERS
SWileCanie $

Health & Beauty Salon
* Cathiodermie
* Non Surgical Face Lift
* Cellulite and Inch Loss
* Pain Free Permanent Hair Removal
* Waxing (Teatree)
PLUS MANY MORE

Opening hours 8.00-Till Late

Also Available:
ULTRA SUN FAST TANNING SUNBED

55a High St., Cowbridge
Tel: 01446 773616

1 John David
WATTS & MORGAN

ESTABLISHED 1857

The Oldest Established Firm Of Estate
Agents In The Vale Of Glamorgan
 Centrally located property showroom
« Free full colour showroom display of
all properties marketed at our

Cowbridge office

FREE VALUATION
At no obligation carried out by
Chartered Valuation Surveyors with
local knowledge and experience

55 High St., Cowbridge
Tel: 01446 773500

Also at:
Bridgend 01656 767964
Cowbridge 01446 774152
(Agricultural Dept)



EDUCATION IN COWBRIDGE

“The Education Capital of the Vale” may be considered a somewhat pretentious description - but
think of what Cowbridge offers: Welsh and English medium nursery schools, Welsh and English
medium primary schools, and a comprehensive school that ranks among the best in Wales!

The private nursery schools in Aberthin, Cowbridge and Llanblethian are well thought of
and well supported. The Ysgol Meithrin is also in Cowbridge, next to the Ysgol lolo Morgannwg,
a Welsh medium primary school which caters for children from a large part of the Vale. Most of
the children from Ysgol lolo go on to secondary education at Ysgol Gyfun Glantaf in Cardiff, but
some prefer to transfer to Cowbridge School. The English language primary school is known,
somewhat contrarily, as Y Bontfaen: it is large, popular and successful.

The comprehensive school is Cowbridge School; it was formed in 1974, taking pupils from
the former Grammar School, High School and Llanhari Secondary Modern School. Its catchment
area has changed somewhat over the years, now extending to the county boundaries to the north
and west; the popularity of the school means that people are drawn increasingly from further
afield. Indeed, some years are over-subscribed, and the school is bursting at the seams.

The historic Grammar School building is no longer used, but the Lower School (years 7 and
8) occupies the buildings adjacent to the Grammar School; the Middle School (years 9 to 11) is on
the Aberthin road, fairly close to the Sixth Form which is housed in the former Girls’ High School
building. Academic standards are high - GCSE and ‘A’ level results are excellent - and sporting
achievements are considerable, with about 40 Welsh internationals (in an amazing variety of
sports) among its students.

Cowbridge has long been noted for its schools, being best known for its Grammar School
founded in 1608 by Sir Edward Stradling of St. Donat’s. Its ‘second founder’ was Sir Leoline
Jenkins, an Old Boy of the school who became Principal of Jesus College, Oxford, and Secretary
of State to Charles Il. Sir Leoline purchased the school from the Stradlings, and bequeathed it, and
many of the Stradling estates, to Jesus College. Hence the school was owned by Jesus College
from 1685 to 1918: there is still much land in the Vale owned by the College. The school has pro-
duced a stream of academics, doctors and lawyers, and some other notabilities like Alun Lewis the
war poet, Anthony Hopkins the actor, Patrick Hannan the broadcaster and Huw Weekes the news-
caster.

In the nineteenth century, the School was rivalled to some extent by the Eagle Academy
which was housed in the former Spread Eagle Inn and Assembly Rooms (off Eagle Lane, which
is nearly opposite the Mason’s Arms). This is supposed to have provided a more commercial train-
ing than the classical education of the Grammar School, but a number of distinguished lawyers,
writers and clerics studied there. There were also many other private schools at that time, notably
that of the Misses Culverwell at Great House (today’s Pharmacy).

The house named ‘The OIld Schoolhouse’ on Cardiff Road was the National (Church)
School, opened in 1839; the Board School (now Ysgol lolo Morgannwg) opened on Broadway in
1876 - and hastened the decline of the private schools. These all provided primary education, and
so great pressure then developed for secondary education for girls. Thanks particularly to the work
of John Bevan and Edward John, the Girls’ High School was opened in 1896 to cater both for
boarders and day girls. It widened the horizons of many of the girls of the Vale of Glamorgan, giv-
ing academic success and opportunities undreamed of in the nineteenth century.

The use of the Girls High School building by Cowbridge School means that the tradition of
academic education in Cowbridge has been maintained. Long may it continue!
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DENTAL
PRACTICE

57 High Street,
Cowbridge
lan S. Wood, B.D.S. (U.Lond.)
Liam G. Holeyman, b.d.s. (U.Wales)

A PRIVATE AND
DENPLAN PRACTICE

* Cosmetic Dentistry

* Preventative Treatment

* Same Day Emergency Appointment

* Advanced Crown Laminates and
Bridge Work

* Mercury Free Dentistry Available

Tel: (01446) 772604

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 4.30

- ISARTiRRE

d e s i g n
I

SPECIALIST PAINTED FRENCH

& OTHER EUROPEAN FURNITURE
Whateveryour requirements we can
usually help.

Choosefrom our extensive range:
« Antique specialist painted continental furniture
« Hand carved mahogany furniture
« Customised pine furniture
« Fine console tables and mirrors to order
« We also refinish and upgrade customers
existing furniture if required
« A superb range of painted original " seauif®
terracotta sculpture is also available J%

Call Sara Llewellyn
Tel: (01446) 774200

Vale Forge, North Road, Cowbridge,
South Glamorgan CF7 7DF

Take home some freshly baked
Bread and Cakes

OGMORE VALE BAKERY
30 High Street, Cowbridge

Relax in our Coffee Shop

where a wide range of quality food
and beverages is available
throughout the day

Traditional Craft Bakers For Over 50 Years



USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

The National Dialling S.T.D. Code for Cowbridge is 01446
Cowbridge Library: Cowbridge and District Athletic Club:

Old Hall Tel:7739Btoadshoard Tel. 772595
Cowbridge Leisure Centre: Cowbridge Squash Club: Tel. 774142

Bear Field Tel.775533
Cowbridge with Llanblethian Town Council

Town Hall Tel:773385 COWBRIDGE HEALTH
Cowbridge Youth Centre: .

Old Magistrates Court Tel: 774460 CENTRE:

Community Community College: Dr. Terence M. P. Stuart
Old Hall, Princ. Mrs. G. Walters Tel. 773831 Dr. John C. Jemmett
Holy Cross Church: Dr. Teresa M. O’Hanlon
Rector R. M. E. Paterson Dr. Paul Arnold
Parish Office Tel. 772302
United Free Church Dr. Richard Jones
Mrs. G. Armstrong Tel:772%2Ganet Taylor Tel. 772383
St. Cadocs RC Church: Dr. Timothy Pardoe
Fr. Dewi Davies Tel.792381Jon Dallimore

SCHOOLS

Y Bont Faen Primary School: Cowbridge Comprehensive School:
Borough Close, Cowbridge Tel. 772374 Upper School, Aberthin Road
Headteacher: Mrs. S. Dodds Headteacher: Mr. J. Dawson Tel. 772311
Lower School

Tel. 772237

Ysgol lolo Morgannwg Headteacher: Mr. Lewis Tel. 773948
Welsh Medium School: Llanfair Primary School:
Broadway, Cowbridge Tel. 772358 The Herberts, St. Mary Church, Cowbridge

Headteacher: Mr. A. W. Jones Headteacher: Mr. R. Thomas

LISTS OF CLUBS AND SOCIETIES ARE AVAILABLE
FROM THE LIBRARY

NOTABLE EVENTS

3rd Tuesday of Month
Every Tuesday

Last Friday of Month
3rd Tuesday in May

Town Council Meeting

Market D ay ...cccoceovrvrennnne
Fat Stock market ...............
Mayor Making........ccccoe....

Civic Sunday.....c.ccocceevenee June/July
Vale of Glamorgan Show . . August
Cowbridge Festival Week . August

Armistice Day .....ccceevuenee
Christmas Lights Switch On
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2nd Sunday in November
1st Friday in December

WE’'VE GOT IT ALL!

AT COWBRIDGE
POST OFFICE
e Stationery
« Confectionery
* Greetings Cards
As Well As The Full Range of
Services Youd Expect From The

Penny Lane, Cowbridge CF71 7BZ
Telephone: (01446) 772227

RODDAM TRAVEL

In the heart of Cowbridge

As a visitor to our town you may be surprised to
learn that it is @ major nucleus for foreign business
travel. We are able to serve both the major industrial
companies in our area along with the independent
successful business men and women. It is for this
reason that we issue from our office, tickets for the
world’s airlines and are able to back this up with rail,
coach and ferry tickets.

So if you are just passing through or planning to use
our town as a base for more travel, please call in and
see us.

RODDAM TRAVEL LTD.
55 High St., Cowbridge, Wales
& Tel: 01446 774018 (6 lines)
ABTA Fax: 01446 773695

Flower Arrangements
Dried Flowers « Baskets ¢ Antiques

South Glamorgan CF71 7AE

Telephone:
Cowbridge (01446) 772271

PETER E V A N &~ 2

& c O

Chartered Accountants Taxat?ﬁ

and Registered Auditors )
Services

For An Efficient and Auditing

Friendly Service

Tel: 01446 775508  Business

Plans

Fax: 01446 775743
Penny Lane, Cowbridge, Start Ups
S. Glam. CF71 7AD

Alternative
Medical Centre

International Beauty Specialists
Treatments available for
Ladies and Gentlemen

Sarah Nadine Renwick
M.BABTAC M.IMSS AOBTA (Appt. MST)

55 High Street, Cowbridge,
South Glamorgan CF7 7AE
Tel: (01446) 775066

Sharon and Tony Evans welcome you to...

\>t m

Llandow

TOURING CARAVAN PARK
Sheltered, Secluded and Set In The Heart of the

Vale of Glamorgan
* Spotless Modern Amenities * Open From Jan. - Dec.
For further information and brochure contact:

Llandow Touring Caravan Park
Llandow, Cowbridge, S.Glamorgan

Tel: (01446) 794527/792462
Fax: (01446) 792462

SECURE CARAVAN STORAGE
29



PLACES OF INTEREST
IN AND AROUND CQWBRIDGE

CHILDREN’S PLAY PARK:

One of the most popular areas in Cowbridge during the fine weather is the children’s
play park, tucked away between the old Grammar School and the River Thaw. It is
approached from the town by an entrance near the South Gate, a narrow passageway
between two shops opposite the Town Hall and by a pleasant walk along the river bank
from the Limes.

It is well equipped with the latest swings etc., and is a pleasant sheltered place to
sit. Like almost every other place in the town it has a long history. The area is known as
the Council Twt or Counsel Tutt and is mentioned in surveys and deeds as far back as
1630. Tut in Welsh is hassock, perhaps some significance can be read into this but we
are on safer ground with Council as the land seems to have always been the property of
the Council.

OLD HALL:

Old Hall was the home of the Edmonds family for a number of generations. The
Reverend Thomas Edmonds was the Vicar of Cowbridge from 1835 until his retirement
in 1883. During some of this period Dr. Benjamin Heath Malkin lived in part of the Old
Hall.

In the early 1930’s it became part of the Grammar School but it was vacated when
the building became dangerous. For some years after this the Old Hall was derelict until
in the 1970’s the house was converted into an Adult Education Centre. The facade
fronting the High Street was left almost intact but it was completely rebuilt inside, reduc-
ing the size of the original house. A Health Centre and Library are built in the grounds.
These modern, purpose designed buildings blend well with the original gardens and fish
pond which are bordered on two sides by the medieval town walls. Another corner of
Cowbridge where a quiet stroll or pleasant rest can be enjoyed.

COWBRIDGE AND DISTRICT MUSEUM:
In the centre of the Town Hall are two blocks of cells, the remaining evidence of the
building’s early life as a House of Correction. Today these male and female blocks of
cells house the Local History Museum. It is a fully Registered Museum organised by a
group of Trustees and run by a committee, all volunteers.

The aim of the Museum is to portray the history of Cowbridge and surrounding
area in such a way as inhabitant and visitor can identify with life in a small town,
whether Victorian, medieval or Roman. Perhaps taking a glimpse even earlier to the Iron
and Bronze ages. Not forgetting yesterday which, is after all, History tomorrow.

The museum opens on the first Saturday in the month, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Group and
school visits can be arranged with Marion Eveleigh, Cowbridge 772495.
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THE LEISURE CENTRE
COWBRIDGE

* Badminton * Aerobics « Football
e Circuits « Weight Training
¢ Rollerskating « Romp and Roll
« Bowling - Full Size Artificial
Bowling Rink
Also:
CHILDRENS PARTY SERVICE

Inclusive of Various Activities and Menus
And
FACILITIES FOR FUNCTIONS
CONCERTS ETC.
With Fully Licensed Bar
FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY

For further information contact:

Tel: 01446 775533
Fax: 01446 775929

Leisure Contracting
Section of The Vale of Jiein et
Glamorgan Borough Council moioiumic

CARDIFF
MOTORSPORT
CENTRE

at Llandow Circuit
Wales’ oldest motorsport venue
offering:
* RACING SCHOOL
* RALLY SCHOOL
* TEST FACILITIES
* CORPORATE ENTERTAINMENT
* PRODUCT LAUNCHES
* GIFT VOUCHERS -The speedy
way to solve your present’
problem

Tel: 01446 796460

Cardiff Motorsport Centre
Llandow Circuit, Cowbridge,
South Glamorgan CF7 7PB

We Invest
In the
community
because
we're part
of it

NatWest believes that we cannot stand
apart from the community around us.

So we have a long term and consistent
programme of community support, which Involves
working closely with community organisations -
providing more than just financial support.

We believe that the well being of the
community In which we operate benefits everyone

A NatWw est

More than just abank

National Westminster Bank Pic.

The number one choice for
material handling

Omega can supply all your needs
with a full range of Pneumatic and
Solid tyres and a comprehensive
range of wheels

« Standard or ‘Super’

quality tyres

* Worldwide

distribution

« Bolt-on or J.I.T. units
« All products

manufactured in-house

« Tyres and wheels for skid-steer loaders also available

INDUSTRIAL LTD.

(Part of the Solideal Group)

Units 64 & 65, Vale Business Park,
Llandow, South Glam. CF71 7PF

Tel: 01446 774914
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ANCIENT DRUID:
The Ancient Druid is of Medieval construction and though it has had many uses and
changes over hundreds of years it still retains one medieval doorway and other interest-
ing features of its earlier history.

It is reputed to have been a Hostel for pilgrims and its name dates from the days
when it was an Inn

IOLO MORGANNWG:

Opposite the Town Hall is the site of the shop run by lolo Morgannwg during one peri-
od of his varied life. In 1926 a plaque to his memory was placed on the site by the
National Union of Welsh Societies.

CIRCULAR WALKS:
Two circular walks into the surrounding countryside have been devised by South
Glamorgan County Council. The Eastern Walk takes you via St. Hilary and Aberthin and
the Western Walk via Llansannor and Penllyn.

Plans of these walks can be obtained at the Town Council Office, at the Vale of
Glamorgan Office and are displayed at the entrance to the Town Hall Car Park.

STALLING DOWN:

Or Cowbridge Common as it is often called is on the Eastern side of the Town and the
A48 bisects it as did the Roman Road nearly 2,000 years ago. The Roman Road is still
visible but not as clearly as it was only 10 years ago.

A famous landmark is the ring of trees on Stalling Down planted by one of the
Traherne family of St. Hilary. It is roughly in this area the prisoners from Cowbridge
House of Correction were brought to be hanged.

A little way from these trees and nearer to the main road is a memorial erected in
1922 to the memory of the officers and men of the Glamorgan Yeomanry.

In the 18th and 19th Centuries race meetings were held on the Downs starting and
finishing near where the War Memorial stands today. Taking a further step back in time,
Owain Glyndwr is reputed to have fought a victorious battle against the King’s troops in
the early 15th Century.

ST. QUINTINS OR LLANBLETHIAN CASTLE:

Gilbert de Clare, Lord of Glamorgan commenced to build a castle in Llanblethian early
in the 14th Century, but when he was killed at Bannockburn in 1314 it was unfinished.
St. Quintins was one of the many homes of the Lords of Glamorgan and until 1886 the
Constable of the castle was automatically the Mayor of Cowbridge, though this office
was generally delegated to a local dignitary.

Very little of the walls remain to be seen but there is a very fine gate house. In 1944
the castle was taken into care by CADW and is in the process of being prepared for vis-
itors to the grounds by 1997. It will be a further two years before the gate house is made
safe for visitors.
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r TOWER CAFEI

Llandow Trading Estate,
Nr. Cowbridge

Babs
beckons you to the best all day

breakfast
For the best Home Cooking at reasonable
prices call in
Monday - Friday 8am-3pm
Saturday 8am -12 pm

Telephone your order for
Hot Packed Breakfasts and Lunches on

k 01446 793631 A

6 High Street, Cowbridge

We stock mainly 18th and 19th Century
Furniture, Oils and Watercolours,
Staffordshire Figures
and a wide range of
Antique and Modern Silver
and Jewellery

Tel: 01446 775111

Quality Business Stationery
Business Cards, Letterheads,
Compliments Slips etc...
Carbonless Form Sets, Pads & Books
Handbills, Leaflets & Booklets
Tel: Cowbridge 774801 Fax: 775285

Unit 18, Vale Business Park, Llandow,
Cowbridge, South Glamorgan. CF71 7PF.

G. T. Jmkins

a*tct

Qiamorgan Qourmet

at 31 High St., Cowbridge
1Vast array of: 11—
Continental and Welsh Cheeses,
Cold Meats, Chocolates
and Fine Wines

Plus our new range of Home Cooked
Casseroles, Quiches and Salads

Tel: 01446 773545

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AND REGISTERED AUDITOR

SIMPLE? NO - YOU'LL NEED
AN ACCOUNTANT

Tel: 01446 772804 OR 773766
5 Willow Walk, Cowbridge CF71 7EE



LLANCARFAN:

The Conservation village of Llancarfan is set in a wooded valley formed by the Nant
Carfan stream approximately 8 miles east of Cowbridge. At the heart of the village is St.
Cadoc’s Church, a Grade A Listed Building, mainly C14th and C15th with evidence of
CIl2th origin. The area has great historical importance to the Celtic Church and Celtic
Monasticism, in the C6th Cadoc founded a monastery at a site south of the present
Church with a college for monks and scholars the first of its kind in the country.

The village has rural charm and character, and retains many interesting old prop-
erties and features including the Fox and Hounds Public House, and a picturesque road
ford across the Nant Carfan. Outside the village can be seen the Ancient Monument,
Castle Ditches, an iron age univallate hill fort with remains of an earlier enclosure. In
1747 Edward Williams (lolo Morgannwg) was born at nearby Pen-Onn.

LLANTRITHYD:
The Church of St. llityd, in the Conservation village of Llantrithyd, dates mainly from
the C13th and C14th. In the chance, beyond a delicate contemporary wooden screen, can
be found the tomb of the Basset family. The tomb was erected in 1597 and is both mem-
orable and quite exceptional, the like of which cannot be seen elsewhere in South Wales.
A mural monument shows the painted figures of John Bassett and his wife at prayer;
below them lie the life-sized recumbent effigies of their daughter and her husband,
Anthony Mansel, in full armour, with their children.

The ruin next to the Church is the remains of an Elizabethan manor house, called
Llantrithyd Place, built about 1540 on the site of an earlier mansion.

ABERTHIN:
Aberthin is in the Rectorial Benefice of Cowbridge and illustrates the encircling nature
of the parish as it lies to the north east of Cowbridge. Although it is much smaller it
boasts two inns and a community hall. The community hall was in years past a very
thriving chapel.

The village wanders along the banks of a brook and is a mixture of cottages, old
houses such as Sweetings, two large houses, Aberthin House and Great House, and a
number of modem dwellings spreading out from this nucleus. It is believed there was a
Monastery here in the 12th-13th Century. In the same period, in what was the manor of
Llanquain and now mostly comprises Holly Bush Farm, was a Castle, Castell Coch (Red
Castle), also a chapel. After the chapel fell into disuse an aisle was built at Holy Cross
Church.

Connecting Holly Bush Farm and Aberthin is a large tract of common land known
as Stalling Down. Owain Glyndwr is reputed to have fought and won a battle here. Until
1830 it was notorious as the site for hanging prisoners from Cowbridge gaol. In more
recent history it was the venue of the Cowbridge Races. Special excursions were ran
from Cardiff to these events. Now it is a favourite place for summer picnics and kite fly-

ing.
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Agricultural Machinery
Gardening Equipment
Ifor Williams Trailers

fit

Unit 30, LIandow Industrial Estate
Tel: 01446 775602

ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN!
WHEN THEY DO:

Call:

P. GRIFFITHS SERVICES
ACCIDENT & BODYWORK REPAIR SPECIALISTS

A Business Built On
Recommendation
Because Customer
Care Comes First!
Call Us Now:
(01446) 796076

Unit 10, Sambucus Avenue, Llandow
Trading Estate, Cowbridge, S. Glam.

A. S. Lloyd & Sons Ltd.

Established
since 1890

Manufacturers of
Replacement Quality
Wooden Tool Handles

Albion Works,
Vale Business Park, Cowbridge,
South Glam. CF71 7PF

Tel.: 01446 774908
Fax: 01446 775942

LLANDOW TRADING ESTATE
South Glamorgan CF7 7PB
Tel: Llantwit Major (01446) 794353
Fax: Llantwit Major (01446) 792116

PLOTS AND BUILDINGS AVAILABLE
Site Security and Dog Patrols After 7pm
Contact: Roy H. Thomas
Tel. and Fax: (01446) 772642

Furniture, Fittings
& Fabrications Ltd.
O Fabricate and Paint Finish
To Customer Requirements
00 Powder and Paint Spray

To RAL and BS
[0 Colours On Request

Unit 26, Tumulus Way,
Llandow Trading Est., Cowbridge,
South Glam. CF71 7PB

Tel: 01446 794628
Fax: 01446 795554

ST-Y-NYL
HOUSE

Beautiful  Georgian  Country
House in large grounds with spec-
tacular views over the Vale of
Glamorgan. Close to St. Fagans
Folk Museum. M4 4 miles, Cardiff
6 miles, Airport 12 miles.

South Glamorgan, Wales
Telephone: (01446) 760209

35



LLANBLETHIAN CHURCH:

The Church, which dates from Norman times, stands high above the village of
Llanblethian. It was first dedicated to St. Bleddien and later to St. John the Baptist. From
the 12th Century until the dissolution of the monasteries under Henry VIII the church
was under the control of Tewkesbury Abbey. It was then transferred to the Dean and
Chapter of Gloucester Cathedral before eventually becoming part of the Diocese of
Llandaff.

The font constructed from Sutton stone and a small window in the north wall of
the church are believed to be Norman.

An interesting feature in the nave is the 15th Century oak door to the former roof-
loft. The walls of the church are decorated with numerous memorials and a funeral
hatchment from an unknown family.

Anne Neville, wife of Richard, King of England, built the tower in 1473 and it
houses a ring of six bells, the oldest of which is the tenor bell dated 1685, the gift of Sir
Leoline Jenkins. A monument in the naive recalls that he was a Judge of the Court of the
Admiralty and Principal Secretary to Charles II.

The church was extensively restored in 1896 when a new chancel arch and a stone
pulpit were constructed. This restoration uncovered a number of interesting features
such as ,a piscina constructed from 12th and 13th Century stone coffin lids. The south
chapel now contains in what was probably its original position a stone effigy which was
found buried, acting as a foundation for a tower buttress. A crypt was located under the
chapel which contained the remains of some 250 people, together with a number of early
stone coffin lids. These lids, including one inscribed in Norman French have been placed
on the inside walls at the base of the tower. A priest’s grave was also found under the
chapel, and buried in a niche near the skeleton was a 14th Century pewter chalice.

More recent changes include the installation of an organ and wooden chair screen
presented by Lord Aberdare in 1907, and an oak reredos erected in 1911 in memory of
Frederick William Dunn, Churchwarden.

The church is well attended and Services are held every Sunday at 9.20 a.m.

WELSH SAINT DONATS:

St. Dunwyd3$ Church is thought to stand on an ancient religious site. Much of the pre-
sent building dates back to the middle of the 15th Century. The Sanctuary and the Nave
both have very fine wind braced roofs; the Nave has a very wide span.

Hensol Forest is to the east of Welsh St. Donats village. The forestry roads in the wood-
land to the north of the road which runs towards Pendoylan, provide the facilities for a
very pleasant short stroll or for a longer walk of one or two miles. The more adventur-
ous will find the lake on the south side of Pendoylan road - where they can look for tad-
poles in the spring and water lilies later in the year, also - if they are very lucky - they
may see a heron.
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH:

There is no record of when a church was first built in Cowbridge but it is believed parts
of the nave, chancel and tower of Holy Cross date from the late 13th Century. The for-
tified Tower is a feature of the church and its peal of eight bells was first rung in 1722.
During the 700 and more years of its life there have been many changes made to the fab-
ric and decoration of the church. One of the major changes was in 1473 when the
Llanquain or South aisle was added. It was a gift of Lady Anne Neville wife of Richard,
duke of Gloucester.

In 1844 when Richard had become Richard Ill, he granted by charter a chaplain-
cy to Holy Cross. The Grammar School and Church were closely related and many head-
masters were also Rectors of Cowbridge and Llanblethian. Famous names associated
with the church are Lewis Morgannwg, the 16th Century Welsh poet, Judge David
Jenkins of Hensol, who was imprisoned in the Tower of London during the Civil War,
Sir Edward Stradling of St. Donats, Founder of the Grammar School, Sir leoline Jenkins
who endowed the Grammar School and Dr. Benjamin Heath Malkin. The Church Notice
Board details services.

ST. CADOCS ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH:

The dedication Mass was conducted by the Most Reverend Michael McGrath, The
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Wales, on Sunday 29th January, 1956. The church was
enlarged in 1991-92.

WOODSPEC DidYour
JOINERY

SPECIALISTS Secretary Say
LTD. NO

Manufacturers Of Purpose

Made Joi : :
— o To Advertising
Windows, Porches, Entrance Screens,
Circular Headed Doors and Frames, Stairs, I n ThiS
Publication?

Traditional, Open Plan, Turned Flights or
Spiral, Specialist Mouldings.

All Joinery In Hardwood or Softwood
Private and Trade Enquiries Welcome
Supply Only or Supply and Fit

Tel: 01446 772022

or call at:
Unit 5, Penllyne Way,
Vale Business Park, Llandow,
Near Cowbridge

For more information from
the publishers telephone:

01656 723160
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* SALES, SERVICE

AND PARTS

* FULL AFTER SALES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

. FACILITIES Monday - Friday 9.00am-6.30pm
QUALITY USED Saturday 9.00am-5.30pm
CARS Sunday 10.30am-5.00pm

Tel: Llandow 01446 772288 : Tel: Maesteg 01656 733149

f . UL 2%00btoork

Llandow Trading Estate,
Cowbridge
Telephone: 01446 792695

Your Local Cabinet Makers Established 1981 Specialising In Quality Hand
Made Kitchens, Bedrooms and Other Cabinet Fitments All Made To Your
Specification or Requirements From A Wide Range of Natural Woods

Free No Obligation Quotations

Realise your dreams, designed with
professional help, to your individual
requirements, hand made to the highest
standards and installed by craftsmen



'SHOES & BOOTS
by

Baldini

Luc Berjeb

Cerutti

Chicca

Nando Muazi

Yves Saint laurent

O LUGGAGE by
Fendi
Brics

O HANDBAGS by
Jenny Way

Fendi

Stephanie Wood
Cosci

3} EATHER CLOTHING
by

Begador

Belts, Umbrellas,
Leather Acessories

and more!

Est. 1971
18 High Street, COWBRIDGE

® (01446)7755226
7-11 Morgan Arcade,
CARDIFF

® (01222)397339



