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ST. HILARY

'T'HF Vale of Glamorgan, lying along
the South Wales coast to the west
of Cardiff antf" between Barry and Bridg-
end. is as rich in pasture as it is in history
and beauty and unique in its setting on
the fringe of the large industrial areas.

In an effort to preserve the rural charac-
ter of the -Vale against destructive en-
croachment and industrial and urban
spreading, and to encourage the indi-
vidual villagers to take a pride in their
great tradi'ions the " Best Kept Village”
competition came into being in 1953. In
that year, to mark the Coronation, a
well-known Vale family offered for com-
petition a handsome four hundred guineas
silver gilt trophy.

A committee of management was set
up, a panel of judges formed and a num-
ber of organisations enthusiastically gave
their support. The rules and system of
judging were carefully and simply formu-
lated so that even the smallest and most
unpretentious village stands equal chance
of recognition, as does a village which
may be noted for architectural features or
its setting and beauty .

Marks are discounted for a variety of
faults and penalties are incurred for such

discordant features as untidy, ill-kept
war memorials, village greens, unsightly
advertisement hoardings, badly kept
ditches, hedges and so on.

The judging takes place in July of each
year and the trophy is presented to the
representative of the winning village at
the civic luncheon of the Borough of
Barry Horse and Agricultural Society
Show. The winning village is precluded
from entering the competition only in
the year following its award and this
does not seem an unreasonable penalty.

The Cup and the competition may
provide incentive but the lasting joy in
working to beautify and restore the
villages remains with the vil agers them-
selves.

Apart from the D. C. Jones trophy,
there are two other awards. One is in the
lorm of a commemorative plaque which
the committee give to the winning village
and which is fitted in a suitable position
in the village. The other takes the form of
the presentation of flowering or orna-
mental trees to villages adjudged runners-
up.

In both these ceremonies the village
invite a large gathering of visitors and the

Even the modern intruders who have crept into the scene in the Jortn of modern semi-
detached buildings cannot detract from the rural beauty of St, Hilary.

Well awayfrom the main roadfrom Cardiff

to the West, St. Hilary has no traffic prob-

lems and a quiet country walk goes undis-

turbed by the noise and smell ofmechanical
transport.

representatives of civic bodies to join

them in their celebrations.

The pioneer of this form of competition
was Viscount Bledisloe who, in 1937,
set up a scheme for the lovely Cotswold
villages on similar lines. Glamorgan was
first to revive the competition after the
War and since then 39 other counties
throughout Britain have established
similar contests.

There are some 54 parishes in the Vale
of Glamorgan eligible to enter villages in
this competition and in each year there
is an entry of 25 or more villages.

“ We who organise this competition
will always welcome the help of those
willing to assist in strengthening this
scheme and ensuring that villages within
one’s parish make their contribution,”
commented the organising secretary,
Mr. Peter S. Gabe.

" The villagers, like the villages, have
distinctive personalities and the support
given this competition from outside in a
determination to preserve the Vale is
matched only by the enthusiasm of the
villagers themselves to gain recognition
of their own villages.”

Such is the case with last year’s winners
—St. Hilary. After narrowly missing the
coveted trophy in 1958, the villagers made
an all out effort in the following year to
take first place with 96 marks out of 100.

St. Hilary is a compact parish of 1,267
acres in the hundred of Cowbridge. Ideally
situated on rising ground two miles
south west of Cowbridge, it commands a
magnificent view of the Vale of Glamor-
gan and on a fine day the Bristol Channel
and the opposite coast of Somerset
beyond are plainly visible to the south.

Thatched cottages with old world
gardens cluster around the Norman
church which is dedicated to St. Hilary who
was a Bishop of Poitiers in the fourth
century. The living is a vicarage in the



gift of the Dean and Chapter of Llandaff
and the church itself has a number of
interesting features. The chancel has a
Norman arch and contains a window
illustrating the life of Christ. The reredos
in stone and marble, bears a carving of
the Last Supper.

There are two well known effigies in the
church—one in loose robes in the style
of Edward Il and the other in plate
armour and dated 1423. Among many
memorials are several to the Bassett
family, the last male heir of which is
buried outside the east end of the church.

The family seat, Beaupre Castle, is
located about a mile away and the ruins,
preserved and maintained by the Ministi7
of Works, can be reached by climbing a
stile ..near the bridge over the River
Thaw.

Despite the fact that historians say there
was no Bassett in the locality prior to the
13th century, some local people still stick
to the belief that Magna Carta was com-
piled in this castle because a justiciary
named Philip Bassett was a contempor-
ary of King John. Prior to the Bassetts
the manor of Beaupre was in the possess-
ion of the de KaerdifT family.

There is also a local tradition concern-
ing the remarkably fine entrance porch
to the castle. It is said that the builder
was one of two stonemasons who were
partners until they both fell in love with
the same damsel. So deadly a feud arose
between them they ceased to be on speak-
ing terms.

When the damsel heard about it she
would have nothing to with either and
one left his home and went abroad for 25
years. During that time he acquired a
complete knowledge of Italian archi-
tecture and on his return he was engaged
by the then head of the house of Bassett
to build the porch.

From the village, with its leafy lanes,
its ancient lych gate and its centuries old
thatched Bush Inn nestling comfortably
amongst modern dwellings, an old path-
way leads to St. Hilary Down. From here

the view is little short of breathtaking on
a fine day.

A prominent landmark for thirty years
has been the stone memorial to the men
of the Glamorganshire Yeomanry who
fell in the first World War. A more recent
and even more prominent landmark is
the television mast from which TWW
programmes are radiated.

Despite these modern intrusions the

THE CARD!!'I S//<7 \TOR

folk of St. llilar>. who nunilvi icocr than
200. arc steeped in the traditions of the
past and they are noth proud 1 their
achievement in winning the o 1 Jones
trophy.

[n their report', the judges. Mr. 1 A
Stirling and Mr John Moreau commented
« . was on|s ;flcr the dosed scrutiny
that coll|t) tind any faults with St
Hilary."

The centuries old Bush Inn, snug beneath its crown of thatch, e'tends a «iirm «vtcom: to
villager and visitor alike seeking good ale and companionship.

Framed in the old Lych Gate is one ol the thatched cottages which cluster round

the Norman Church at St. Hilary.
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- WILLING ’ GE CELE

laagers'Di Pendoylan
U gather at the Red
tonight to drink a
to uyjmselves irom
-guinea cup.
1 be celebrating _victory
oday at Barry Hairse and
ilturwl Show “Sir Godfrey
announced that Pen-
had come first out of
petitor* in the Best Kept
competition.
rev said that the village
Hilary came second and
gans third.

First fuccess

e presentation the chair-

of Pendoylan  Parish

1 Major- E. 'A. C. Westhy

man chosen_to head the

V competition commit-

ad:, “ ‘have entered

year since it started and

our first success,

i It was Festival of Wales

ind there were so_many
s around for the Gaines

mcided the village should  ABOVEi The winners, Pendoylan. This neatly, laid out council
s best. Then, we decided housing estate It a modern part of tha viilage.” BELOW» The
; everything we had intc  runners-up, SL Hllar?/. _There Is an old-world charm In the
mpetition. thatched roof and Ilattice windows of this secluded cottage.
Vestby said that everyone

impetition committiee

:hed in the small village
mx_a population of only

520—co-operated fully
tv* never been in the firs)
q bﬁlo(rje,” Ssald fMatlr?r
arder. Some o e :

ire spent every evening RErljy)o/1 R I\
i week tidying up the

ard.
(l)j{j people, in particular, &S)

wonders vwith their
as and even the surround-
farmers trimmed their
o

Little to fault

Westbv said the difficulty! H

be finding a safe plac% St H' la RX
he comJ)e ition trophy—

it could be kept and also

gthln% was certain—*We Il

it In the Red Lion tonight 7
veryone who has worked J M
rd fo have a drink ”

:er Gabe. organising secre-

of thg tlﬁa;ry hShOV\Ir cko_m-

e. said.that "when lookin N
mdoylaa the judges.. L_or% SI‘ F r frﬂ nS
m and Mr. J. A" Stirling.

>wer. Swansea, found little

hich they could fault it

idges found the general

irance of all the Tinalist

es of a high standard and

iprovement on _last year,

ibe said the Barry  Show

irst to organise a best-kept

e competition after World

IL Now, there were 20

.ghout the country, )

he competition "began in

‘there has been a” great

ivement in the appearance

llages in the Vale of Gla-

an,'1said Mr. Gabe.
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oasted |||eViIIage»

1-Champagne
iry, Pride Of The Vale

UUe village of

St.

llage in the Vale of Glamorgan,

landed into the
mliss D. Ackland
d of the Manor ,
d chairman of |

ce-chalnnan of
Parish Council,
the distinction

" honour stood
400 guinea gold
mnually to “the
«in the Vale.

EBB

Thomas, chair-

Outers watch Mr
uiu tile P

Joiip* (‘hu

man

(et T8 \AIER

year and this year,

deal

as AV 3VS?W
the IYaB'tto’i'ii\fF

* * X 1
G I-gr]neorg all'r? ’rd M aJLolre UCE? n& n tT rg

Hilary was crowded on
ening, when the unveiling took place of the
laims to the world the fact that St. Hilary is

the D. C. Jones' Cup
of

0 ‘A
ting, by Mr F.'parishioners' efforts, they had
YOTAMT
t ite? §j7° RSP
ngy quaiasayw Indrreili iR 377 T’%ﬁg
corcluded.

OBSERVER, LEADER & FREE PRESS

o
Hilary when the sicn annopnci

villare in the Vale

Committee, told the gathering
that rumours were cwculatmg
in the Valethatthe cup commit-
tee wished to have a new and
different winner each year. *T
would like to say that this is

not so. The award is in the
hands of two independent
judges and they have never

received any directions from us,
other than” to choose the best
village. St. Hilary was really
suR;Iarb this year,™be declared.

r Fred Williams said that it
Ave Wm greaT pl«~ge
Pf nd

. A W K, -
parishand one W-hICh r%g_rkntehvg
absence through illnesw of the

e

to

t

do,or fq_r * long
HSIEBHA, dellave

GREAT HONOUR

f . .
- J]anu AUen_commented th at8|tt

hetneT who’was accompanied by gas”a jreat” honour 10r.

J..c. fIaY ladle_out glasses of
I

ge Gup, which St

a for being the best kepi village in the Vale.

: . B;n into
its safe keeping from Pendoy-
lan. She was sure that she was
speaking on behalf of all
parishioners of St. Hilary when
she said that it was a_ very
Broud day for them, and it was
y their own hard work during
the past two or three months
that they had won the cup and
sign. . Vv
Miss Ackland Allen exended a
warm welcome to all present
and stated that sire hoped that
they would  take away with
them memories of the beautiful
village of St. Hilary.

_ The competition made par-
ishioners appreciate their "vil-

!ﬁ%ﬂ I\\{)Vto OrAeE S5|’* srny”e

roup of ruesta who attepndedthe celebrations at St.

....... ;U was the best kept
unveiled.

his wife, stated that he was
Fleased_ to be presfnt to congra-
ulate ihe village on winnin
the cup. “I am vioe-chatnnan o
the St. Georges’ Parish Council
and | can remember how prou
Wedwere when we won if,” he
said. '
Reminding the visitors that
Miss Ackland Allen was the
Lord or the Manor, he said that
he did not know what the
duties of the Lord of the Manor
were, but recently they had in-
cluded picking ‘up pieces of
paper and «dying up odd

comers! v

Mr Arthur Pearson, M.P..
added his con%ra_tulatlons, and
said .*that: b* i-was whole-
heartedly in favour of the Idea
I%ft the IIcompetltlon, which
)]
villages" iipA"W' «t&e ir6uAid;
which made it a delight forl
themselves and for visitors. Hel
stated that he hoped the idea of
competition wpula spread to the
urban districts.

THRILLED
Coun. Mrs C. R. Reed, J.P,,
chairman -of the Cowbridge

Rural Council, told the assembly
that she was thrilled by the fact
that the cup had been won by
a village in' the Cowbridge
rural area during her year of
office. Coun. E. J, Smith, who
represents St. Hilary on the
CowbAdge Rural Council, added
his congratulations and said
that he was proud to represent
the .village on the council.

A vote of thanks to 3t. Hilary
was accorded by Mrs Gerald
Morgan. At the conclusion of
the cer_emonk/ the guests were
entertained to tea Dy the vil-
lagers, and the 400 guinea cup

twi*wito champagne by

Amo_n%] others present were
The High Sheriff of Glamargan
éMr ‘John Cory); Aid Perrv
mith (toe vice-chairman of
toe Glamorgan County. Coun-
cil;<We Mayor and Mayaoress of
Cowbridge ~(Coun. and_ Mrs
Kenneth” Hutchings) chairman
of the Cowbridge Rural Council
Mrs C. R. Reed); chairman of
ardiff Rural Council (Major
V/. S. Trigg): County Coun. D
I. Morgan; 'Coun. and Mrs E.
J. Smith; Capt. and Mrs H. C
R.  Homfray;’ Mr Hubert
Thomas; Mr and Mrs _J. Stir-
ling: Mr Thomas Thomas,
chairman of toe cup commit-
tee; Mr Peter_Gabe, secretary;
Mr Herbrt & Thomas: Mr and
Mrs J. C. Citay and Mr Owen
-orge. ;!



3T. HILAU." WINNING VILLAGE 1939 MAKKa

It was only after the closest scrutiny that faults could be found, such as a
few nettles alongside a path to the West of the Churchyard. Points raised in
last years judging had evidently been closely studied and we were particularly
inpressed by the care taken to sake presentable three snail patches of ""no mans
land" such patches too often nar the effect of prodigies of work elsewhere,

special praise is due to those who nade their gardens so bright.

Here was a truly tidy village, the whole presenting alnost a "nanicured" appearance.

1JT-

Sr. HiufiRy

Si Nlc.Ho Lfi
ir.FftMti:

337

LLfirtcfIRfi

r H « L i UIM IM* ftcftuRN)- TtHKIiNI

fe* fjuoi il irt W ifi
CoTTfICiS

CricC.
H*t cHihW

The etmdimman of the pt. H'<tr* **m h meetins, Miss Dorothy Aokland- P u

thou* the Mayoer.of C}eoIKMH (Court, Kenneth Huto‘hins*.yJ.P. the %@%”J%& 58{8 &J}S

won by *t. Hilary~foibwo* Mae'*best host omasa in the Vale of Clamorsan this year.

AdmtrTns the oup, too, are the Mayoress of Cowbridse (Mrs Hutohinss) and a proup OJ

yil Laser» who Ineiuded; Mr-and Mrs ﬁ/l IR/Iavlgd, Mrs K. den bins. Miss t. Humphreys an
r . Power.



ST. HIUUY

Hark» Awarded» Not marked
for final Judging.
Grant awarded.

asing to note the excellent condition of the Churchyard# neat and trim

sly the result of constant maintenance over many months#

\% o1 *.hh !
e of inspection the village, in the main# showed a very good standard of
e, all verges,

hedges and greenswards had been cut and mainly cleared,

tion had been given to the clearing of weed and grass growth at the foot
djoining the roadways, the exception to this generalisation was the

vacant '.._enuy Cottage'™ whereat the garden and hedges had not been cut

irae# additionally#

the verges extending westward from the '"Bush

Inn"
he side road bad not been treated

in the same manner as the rest of the

is doing much to maintain the reputation of the community in this

U o

Ur Sr. HIC.Hoi.RS fei)
ih o

3 «

Pen~oVL-FfIH (t-t)

Sr. Hu-RRy (Gtmnt)

vjikk”™a. prc.\/\ou5 ye ojv.

VILLAGE

~haroedover

rwESPIXEUgh" wind* and torrential rain a croup o! brave
K mim* g««» St Nicholas, on
Saturday iff ye the ti“a piyctyip>In< that the village is the best
kepi®Jui., \ (tie «I Glamorgan,being handed over by the
~preeentatlyee of SCBIUryrthe village which won the compeU-
i b

'.ThS’-.bandIns- orer .cerer_non'y
was adjourned to the Village

" the XL C. Jones Challenge Cup
oomnilttee. who are responsible
lor

the organisation of the
HaU, where Acfclapd competition “for the best kept
Allen, chainpah - ql;.$ » - St- Village in the Vale.

Hilary Parish .meeting, handed
over the* sign -to Mrs J. T.
Morgan, vice-chairman of the
St. Nicholas parish Council. 1

tog St. Nicholas
on winning the cup for the
second'time, M iss Acidand
Allen said she knew the work
entailed in getting the village
to such a high standard.

Mrs Q. Wynne. Jones, -the
village’s representative on the
Glamorgan County Council and
Mr Ivor Llewellyn, chairman oi
the ; Cowbridfe Ryt Council,
also spoke.r *

In our picture are Mrs L.
Morgan (left), Miss D. Ackland-
Allen. Mr T.” Thomas, Mr Peter
Oabe and Mr lvor Llewellyn.



194]

¥R

1961 Awards

First St. Brides-Super-21y. Second tenvoe. Third St. Hilary.
b wipe Wy
Judging Connects 1961. Final Award

' THIRD 91 Marks

Grant & Bonus.

ST. HILARY

An excellent entry.

Difficult to find a fault, and we have only two sindr criticisms

\
1) A little roadside litter (paper & cardboard etc.) on

the "No through road* leading to Paddock®"s and which

is rather outside the village centre.

2) Grass on Village green rather long, though it had

evidently been cut fairly recently.

Since 100 per cent indicates absolute perfection, we do not think

that the absolute standard has been quite achieved,-but it was not

very far short!

/Much hard work by many people would appear to have been done.
/



Saturday, July 28, 1962.

lowg nr lilmril

is IW sytltlnat [HHfr in the

the title, B««r&t*t VUace 'ta the Vale of

id.is ooif Ibi

»iiie<

ilHi"« At-the-Jdstsgy'»f

wow-thwtowarf twice.-'

Tears ago. In

village, won the

to* tile VU

pmciitEj with the

D.d - Jpoe* Challenge Cop, a
m aestaoeot-geld-tretwir-valued
at «0 guinea*,a»d Lbeoalwnn-
algn wtach proclaimed.)to

U »i .St* Hilary bah

the

resentation to
-at

he- villages*
18-whs* Mias
u ch&imftii' at
, will ‘reeehif
th* Awto oa behalf' of the

AoUand-AUen told A
mreporter that she did not
know.»*»-was doing to present
the ‘Oupyhot-ah* knew that the
sign would-be presentedlby. a
a-preoenUttve of' St Bride*
supeHBO» the winning village
but j»ar.

- jroxxra Hi&D

She.Added that the majority
“ trsrUJagers had worked ea-
r-hard to put the village

r* tor these days the

Jrof the -villages had
a»-greatly that every*

ite be perfect; othee-

-would not stand A lif

It- swa-oc Monday that- the
threewinking Judges toured the
................... i the short list at

chosen, for theca
Jttce out of the
Ix,had entered*

_ _had previously
villages and.,bad
which they con-

>be the best.

sy nlglH the-Judges
atuamth. the Oar-
M agistrate: Mr-

Cardiff archU’

were; 3,

Si.

nogipeti»>\W)> i)'-fss»each-- .
had dtoTenut charactenstica
Some were oompact.and-others
were widespread. it mwas -like
Judging' the best animal ta |
show, where th« wd” xaditp
compare a cow, /hpae, sheep
and pig. eachiol whkh-was U»
best in~ha daaa.

The- general standard was
high andlobrlteisly a great deal
of work: had' been.put tn hr

UM rI8h~SIh, the ooly Jud%
who had judegd the eompst
ties last- yeas/ said' he bad
hodcediI’A tremendous improve-
ment la the villageat the
standard'of/tidiness, wa* far
higher than-last yesr.

he Postmaster ‘Oeeseral had
not been very kind wto the vil-
lages regardlngbthe oasstiqn of
paintinq(_the ‘boxes and - tele-
phone “kioska/W alls were an-
other problem*:foe: man¥, were
now, reaching, the-sad of their
ife and. to replace -them would/
be very expensive ‘indeed.

DERELICT CASS

A*igaofthalj»es.w»s-U>¢c
number of-dereite* cars around
) ' ges, for at least two <of
ttio'.vUJtag»: thftyJiAl visited
that day. had seenUnglv dere-
lict cars'parked’ In -them*-The
lodges posed- a question. “Are
<5ZaictikHvrm*er»?
------ « point whichi ad® three
-emphasised -wsu -the nu»
directional signs- in
-were out o T kecp-
um.iXWU-'nature or
thecomnsanlitoa TUarttlAger»
could doenofching- -shout Such
signs. but their™ severity.) did
tendtospotl 'tike tooksu<a>*tbe

pAfGNR dhduld be doné B

p®eAi«v sign#, which . although.
fcw.rtog. with,the nia”™.nAtuie|

OBSERVER, LEAD!

of-the Vat*.. i or
While on the subject of sighs.
there were one or two placed
In the villages by other authori-
ties which tendediteispoil there.
The Judges mentioned that
they had seen a pretty child-
ren’s playground ~which was
spoillibv-aTarge red sign whioh
pngclaimed- aPenaIty 1310; il
| -

la wero very
tolcéep tidy, but some were
far-better-than othera
Tribute was paid 1».the sec-
retary, Mr Peter. Oshe, JJP.. -and
the committee who, organised
the contertr

Mr. Aneurln David (left) ----- ATir wjjii vemj Lining me uwutnge cup
which  was adjudged(thg best kept uNiage: inthe vale of Glamorgan

waltpjty her tray t» be filled beferc handing the drinks out. Report

presell
. M



WESTERN

-L9 é X.
ST

W Hiufrar (7-1)

£T t R-S-i Ort -
S5u_piTil- tf Ly

B-0O

Sr ffl S

Hilary”
irq “Ualgyy™ m
. - i i Mr. John':«kg,
02 Com petition Final JUdglng r {he oldest inhabitant,,
71 Marks JAccepts tbe D. G. Jorwy Cup’

Vvfrom Mrs. C C. Traherne,
1st Place of the Lord lieutenant
5t. Hilary ¢i Glamorgan, on Saturday.

'Also. in t+ie picture are the

High Sheriff of Glamorgan,
i ‘'the Hon. Anthony Bfrry,
jf  Miss D. Ackland Allen, \the-

Mayor of Cowhridge, Mrs.
1 C. Tilley (hidden); and the
h (Mayoress, Mrs. Tilley.

Churchyard good. Inn quite good. <A lot of Green sward

to be maintained and it was maintained.

There were no unsightly features (except possibly one

Garage) and very much that was attractive.

very Tew advertisements, some good some were bad.

A most attractive appearance to the whole and only from

prodigous efforts all round.
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ST. HILARY— PROUDEST YILLAG!

Today's peaceful scene In. St.

. . \fc
Y VIT L f

Tea {

"HE village of St. Hilary, officer
near Cowbridge -—

known to many as the siiper-El seqend! and 8t

site of the TWW televi- y,. th* '\ﬁ]e:and his

h
fellow, Judges. had f noticed a

sion mast — now has a ow, Judges.
definite ,rise in the standard

prouder claim to fame,
For the second time in
four, years it has been
Judged the hest-keptj,  VEXtra

village in the Vale of Today/, villagers" were affetoy
Glamorgan. S Mplaninng”tise'xlay some, t

wentx-twci yUlaees entered the ' Peec)éti\}én_otﬂéb i(‘%‘_eﬁing?e
CrPH{peluUton .tq.ls year gnd a Modes Challenge blbjfl
short list oi five was drawn gaj 5
Up yesterday. The Judges, Mr. Sakl Mo Aekktihd Aféin,chy»IH

Guy Sixsmith. Cardiff Stipen- Man -OT- stha Parish, Meeting]
y Magistrate, = Mr. ,%\Iex todayi "WhetvUw village won

ion. a Cardiff architect, 'the rophy In 19*9 we, had a

huge tearon thai-green M
and Mr. P. R. H. Holbourn, \hTelf,d abeolutely Jeveryone

oame. 1 expect we «hall do
""the eame this year—«specielly
aa | understand. the " trophy
win he presented herajn the
v il age . ;]I-t::|<>
Tte m k)/los_stblerto' single "any
T nameSMJit. ...Everyone in the
village, helps, to keep it
vbnmaciffate »H through the
ear. Theres a_bit of extra
keenness — especially among
the penSloilers—Just before the
competition of course.”
Probably:-the proudest' of the
pensioners is , the- village’s
oldest Inhabitant, 69-year-old
Mr. John Rees, who- 3ald he
was thrilled bv the news. "It
/ -makeSLu..*11__the, h%r,d work
wortwnOe~Tnr-'Baid,”,

Celebration pints

Ya

A eeher&tlon ¥_ounger, Mrs. M.
Jenkins has lived In a cottage
jpantélel village all her life,

can_think we can

honestly say fhe place is.kept
like this -all thk year,”? she
said. - <?
"It’s .such, a ,beautlful, atiiet
little _spot, anyway”,-but- |
~ thlnkTM‘w_a?/ everyone works
to keep ~t'-ti/ly makes it quite
perfect?T/wquid; neVer live

anywhA else.”, 'V .
he Village mpubliain'.'Mr, Gwyh
Evans, of The Bush has lived

RSt TRAMGNFan hEHS5

locals In the bar have beeri
/regular as _ clockwork  for
'/'years,” he said.

"They had a few quiet pints to
; celébrate last night. I'ts truel
"that the village Is kept im-1
maculate, but,”in a way, Iit's
¢a natural. I'ts a beautiful little
spot and there's only one pave-
ment—the rest is” all grass
~ Verge. But that has to be kept
trim of course! - a
yWe all keep our own bit tidy. |
/1’Ve got a big garden at tlje
/"back "and | keep the_ frontage
1WLthe ilnn and grounds neai.”
TOaayvtne' village' was silent?—
immaculate.-

*A?r* 1
L f-h\

REt

2-0 flQCOr./1 (%~
Western Mail Reporter
mVfOT a blade of grass’ was
mis out of place in the Glamor-

gan village of St. Hilarv on
aturday :zicn - 'he oldest
nhabitant. Mr John Rees,
‘ccepied on behalf of the
village _the rat . ' q best-
kept~ village this ve.ii in the
Val" of Glant agar .

Mr. Roe. ha- Ilv.d in St

Hilary lor ttcarh 1:'ears—all
his life except for ar service
and a short period after, his
marriage. .
This |si1 the sec .nd nine St.
Hilary “has won the cug
The ~ last _ tin~r wa 1959
and St. Hilary is the second
village to have won the cup
twicé since it was first
aw%ded in 1933

“The run was preremed bv the
wife of the Lord | icutenant of
Glamorgan rs. .
Traherne before a crowd of 200
local people and guests, in-
cluding the High Sheriff of
Glamoargan, the "Hon, Anthony
'\B/Ieer,- and Mr. Vhui Pearson.

Old folk praised

CT_he _reshlva%mtfiud "Best,
KCi't’vilage of th'- year” strpn-i
R})St Whjl’;it taavel‘ X:oyﬂl\i&ﬂqej

e with the e : n'l
ve?ed by Mr _.John_Cory, WLho;
was _representing last ~year s
winning village. Si rums-

Su'f?]ré on trophies are fiercely,
contested each year by more
than |Ipd villages” of the Vam.

Standards have steadily risen

since they were first awarded.
Colonel H. Morrey bain,on.

‘chairman  of the organising

committee told mo." Ih™ village
which first won tlie cup. and
the signpost w-ould not van

th now,” . '

1?’We Eadv ol (hr Manor and .
Head of St! Hilary VMage. Mjssj
D, Ackland Lewis, raid special
tribute to the da aﬁe pen-
sioners and the, work they had
done to keep St. Hilary m pci-
fe?\}I-con ition. N
r._ Arthur Pearson. ML,
congratulated the villagers and
said. "I would like the Village:?
\o think they arp contnbu.m
to the pl"asure ef others, an
that thrv aﬁa_ teachim, a Hfr-_n
i., ..Hivess to "he ntot.ie



COUNTRY CALL,

THE EFFIGY OF THOMAS

| . : Y Dot
would never associate the gun-totm hlsI

ST.

HILARY

The 40-foot high Elizabethan
Inner porch of Old Beaupre

KNIGHT.

midriff further detract

att Earp with a serepe village of fr0* Tiwdgh i*t hit of
d roofs and roses round the door---

il you go to St. Hilary, at any rate.
here on the sky-line 'is'the\. slim, finger of

mast inescap-
mce that Wyatt
other Channel
hare a stake in
itory.
some people
t. Hilary only with
3ut the rUlgge was
before a~ “Scots-
1 Baird first cen-
tering Image on a
. The church is of
Igtn and there Is a
mJ]g nearby Beaupre
ohn.

+—which has Just
/ale of Olamorgan
village award ° for
1 time—Is half a
of the main Car-
dge road, which
a few hundred
of the TTY mast

captivating  place,
; tracking™ In from
ons, which surely
at It's a point

ashes to reach.
1 can understand.
_ miss tt. Hilary,
ilsssd one of. the
spots In the Vtls
organ.

u are more than
above sea level—
in look at the ships
annel and at tne
ntrv. beyond, with
work colours of its
med by dAfx"**

N STACKS

point near a noble
at the churchyard
setter still, from a
gat* a short dis-
#n the road to St
[rch)\i\you can scan
ir* "We below,

or miles away In a
are the twin stacks
i-er station at the
fther west are the
lings of St Athan

—

ve\
rrnm
K K K X

WILLIAMS

And, much nearer, you
might spot the church tower
at St. Mary nosing above the
trees on a’ hill to %/our right

But St Hilary fsateto™ be
used only as a vantage point
There is pleasure enough in
wandering along Its network
of narrow roads, past gardens
carefully cultivated and rich
with the vivid blooma of

summer. .
L|E]e_ manY] another village,
St Hilar as lately had a
face-lift from the affluent A
few years ago there were six
old cottages near the church.
In thslr place, there now
stand two smart oountnr
houses—ons et them hand-
0 e!y tlhatched
ther pleasant features are
of longer standing. There Is
the shady walk behind the
church, a%d t%e 1Ims tree on
a little island In the road by
th? ch_{] bate. istincti
. Inevi ., some distinctive
items 0? 3id %t ?—h?ary %ave
disappeared, including the
smithy with Its tablet bear-

In(l; a verse_repfted to be W
lo oI

nTtvniw
1S Jr 1~*K K

Morganwg. .

All that remains of the
smithy Is a Jumble of stones
at the edge of the village
green, and there Is no trace
of the tablet. Not that there
was much left of It In the

end.
NO TRACE

"When we were boy» wi#

use? to throw stones at |t,”
confessed 89-year-old Mr,
John est. .
In _tﬁe church an effigy of
a knight in armour has ‘also
suffered fairly savage atten-
tions His hands are piously
clasped, but the%/ look rather
deficient witheut arms.

OB B8l i

might *ay. _
This, much-abused ~gentle-
man is Thomas BasSet of
Beaupre. who died In 1423
And unde* an arch In the
north wall of the nave Is the
effldy of a long-haired youth
bolding a pair of gloves—one

' the de Cardiff” family of
the 12th century. so it |Is
believed. .

the simple  onnan

MRS. GWEN . DAVID—the

postmistress.

arch of the_ chancel* Is a
memorial to Daniel Jones, of

. Car'
A Heyal Infirmary, ar

oIL LAMPS

U vyou like poking around
old churches there Isplenty to
Interest ou]bere—the steps to
the rood-loft remain t a
less historic oddity that caught
my eye was the fact that apart
from electric lights, the church
suil has oil lamps and candles
stuck in chandeliers,

Beyond the east end of the
church i1s a large. tombstone
declaring. "Here™ lies Richard
BassetTthe last male heir of

16 famUV of Basset

Cattle—as renovated by the
~ o Ministry of Works.
'‘le miuaia scratched o1

of Beaupre." who died in 184S
The_ iron railings surround
Ing his grave are rusty and
the house of Beaupre itself
Bewper to the locals) was
alling down until the ‘Minis-
try of Works took ii under its

wing. )
I went alon? to this old
oountry seat of the Bassets,
which”Is about a mile from
the village and_known__as
Old Beaupre Castle. The
ruins, however, are those of
an Elizabethan mansion.
The outer porch bears the
date , .the Inner porch.
1600. St_andlnﬁqAO leet high in
three tiers, this inner porch
was badly overgrown until the
Ministry’ skilled masons took
over. .

Now, the rather. menacing
faces carved upon it are plain
for all to see

There's nothing_to stop you
looking, either. “Though the
ruins are attached to a farm-
house (which is older_ than
the mansion), Mr. Trevor
Llewellyn, theé farmer, cheer-

fully_ gives people permission
te Vview.

LOST LOVE

The porchways are_said to
be the work of a Bridgend
mason_called William Twrch
and his brother Richard—and
one romantic story has it that
one of them learned his crafts-
mansh|]p in ltaly, where he
went after seeing the woman
he loved marry "his brother.

It is likely.” however, that
this tale has as little truth as
the one declaring that Magna
Carta was drafted at Beaupre
—a legend stemming _from
the fact that a Philip Basset
was judiciary at the time of
Km(l; John.

OId Beaupre .must be one
of the least-visited ancient
monuments in  Glamorgan,
since it is at the end of a
rough track leading off the
road to St. Mary church

A few years ago a MP.
wanted a roal fit for
coaches put there, but the

Minister of Works said it

would be too expensive.

Back in St. Hilary I lound
one of the most out-of-the-
wav VI”a?ﬁ stores imaginable.
It is at the lop of a “garden
—and there is even an”arrow
pointing out exactly where

the_sh .
QTﬁe?/p a?loor%a:rﬁl\a/?e to find
me,” ~smiled S. Gwen

Davies behind the counter.

A PEACOCK

From Mrs. Mabel David, in
Myrtle Cottage—a splash of
bright Deautv with its
rambling roses — | bought a
ar of honey. And at the Bush
nn | found a peacock.
~ But this one never flaunts
its feathers. It’s a bush care-
fully trimmed into the shape
of 7a peacock and carefully
maintained bg/ M. Gwyn
Evans landlord _of this
thatched pub. which is 600-600
ears old and has stout oak
eams. .

Mr. Evans pointed out St.
Hilary's most prominent
landmark, after = the
mast —a clump _of trees
behind the inn." visible for
many miles. .
He also told me somethlnlg

I would never guess. People
have managed to get lost m
St,, Hilarv.

'It's hard to And your wal

, around here at night.” he said.
1There are no street lights"

[ SR



