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•Holy Crv€iS 

Cow fefuWge'! 

HOLY CROSS. COWBBIDGE.. 

The f i r s t knbun facts; about .Holy" Cross Church, Coubridge came to 
l i g h t i n and about 1473, uhen'Lady Anne N e v / i l l , Lady of the nanor of 
a l l Glamorgan and Consort of R i c h a r d , Duke of G l o u c e s t e r , b u i l t part-
of the Church. 

The l i v i n g of Coubridge was endowed by R i c h a r d I I I in- 14-&4-r---Th-e--
Church,to-day a sp a c i o u s e d i f i c e , i s known as the " C a t h e d r a l of the Uale 
of Glamorgan". j r . v 

r i t has ;had;a c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the Coubridge Grammar School 
s i n c e ;1608k • 

The C e n t r a l tower at some stage was thought to have had a s p i r e , 
c o n t a i n i n g f o u r b e l l s , i n some s t a t e of bad r e p a i r , and the timber . 
frames and w a l l s being i n some s t a t e of decay. 

I n January 1722, p r o f i t s a c c r u e i n g from a g e n e r a l t o l l , r e n t s , 
weigh houses, town shop, e t c . , were mortgaged f o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y n i n e 
y e a r s to pay the sum of around £225 f o r the c a s t i n g of new b e l l s (which 
are to-day's r i n g of e i g h t ) . The b e l l s c a s t by E.and U. Evans of ' 
Chepstow 1722, a r e the oiLy complete octave . s u r v i v i n g , by these 
founders. , . 

D e t a i l s of B e l l s ; - 7 " , 

T r e b l e (2'-4") 4 - 3 - 11 i n E. 
: 2; (2'-5").' 5 - 0 - 15 i h P' sharp. 

3 (2'-7") 5 - 3 - 4 i n C shairp. 
4 (2'-9") . 6 - 2 - 12 i n B. : 

' '.:s.'v (2 ' -11 f " ) ' : 7 - 2 - s: i n 
(3'-2") 9 - 0 - 17 i n G s h arp. 
(3'-5") ; 11:- 2 - 10 i n F s h a r p . 

Tenor (3'-10":) 15; - 3 - 13 i n E. 

C o n s i d e r i n g t h a t the b e l l s were c a s t i n -1722, the f i r s t , p e a l was 
not rungj u n , t i l a f t e r ' ' t h e rehanging by T a y l o r s of-Loughborough, in;,a 
s t e e l f ramekin .1935,: i n which 3iLJ.3ones of A l l S a i n t s > Newport took, 
papt, : ij^r.Seymour Barker a l s o rang one of h i s four p e a l b outeide , . ' 
St.3pferi^§i,. C a r d i f f . T h e s e c o n d p e a l of G r a h d s i r e t r i p l e s ( H o l t s ! : 
O r i g i n a l ) was rung on 19th n a r c h , 1938* T h i s was'conducted by E r n e s t 
S t i t c h , . a n d Robert E . ( T e d ) , C o l e s rang h i s . f i r s t of many p e a l s , I n 
September, 1962 Ted. c a l l e d Grandsi're T r i p l e s f p r , t h e f i r s t time:, and 
t h i s was to be h i s l a S t p e a l a t Cowbridge ( l had the p l e a s u r e of r i n g i n g 
the Tenor on t h i s o c c a s i o n ) . ' : 



- 2 -

A commemmoration pe a l of G r a n d s i r e T r i p l e s f o r the 25Gth A n n i v e r ­
s a r y of the b e l l s uas rung on Saturday, 24th October, 1972 by Coubridge 
Grammar School S o c i e t y , and Sunday S e r v i c e r i n g e r s , uhich uas conducted 
by E l l i s N.Thomas. Sunday S e r v i c e r i n g e r s uho stood i n the p e a l uere 
l o l o D a v i e s , D.K.Barrington, A.U.Thomas ( s t i l l p r e s e n t touer S e c r e t a r y ) , 
Geoff Plorgan (Touer C a p t a i n , and grandson of our l a t e and u e l l - b e l o v e d 
Touer Captain f o r 50 y e a r s , Harold B l i c k ) , and myself ( L e u i s Groom), Hon. 
Member, Coubridge Grammar School S o c i e t y . 

The b e l l s a r e rung r e g u l a r l y f o r Sunday Morning S e r v i c e 1030 - 11 a.m. 
and p r a c t i c e s Tuesday evenings a t 7.30 u n t i l 9 p.m. Any r i n g e r s i n the 
d i s t r i c t a t these times are a l u a y s uelcome. 

FROM THE EDITOR 


