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‘Enemy Aliens’ and Human Rights 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR TEACHERS 
 
 

This is one of two resources on the topic of internment of ‘enemy aliens’ and one of 20 about the 
Holocaust and Wales.  
 
It explores the internment of Jewish Refugees as ‘enemy aliens’ in the UK and their experience of 
having been sent to camps on the Isle of Man and in Canada.  
 
Ages: 9-14.  
 
1. PURPOSE OF THE RESOURCE 
 
Learning about the Holocaust through local examples allows learners to discover their heritage and 
develop a sense of place and cynefin. It also removes the idea of 'otherness' – that this happened to 
other people in another place and time – and instead, creates feelings of connection and empathy. 
 
2. LEARNING AIMS 
 
The aim of the resource is to enable learners to:  
 
1. Explore past and contemporary ethical and moral issues and engage with concepts of prejudice, 
discrimination, antisemitism, extremism, equality, tolerance, humanity, responsibility, good, and 
evil, make a connection between past and present issues and consider what is happening locally and 
globally today. 
 
2. Develop critical and reflective thinking. 
 
3. Develop confidence, resilience, and empathy: to become more aware of their own experiences 
and feelings when engaging in activities with others, and to recognise that other people have 
experiences and feelings. 
 
4. Become responsible citizens in Wales and the wider world. 
 
3. FOCUS OF THE RESOURCE 
 
1. Critically reviewing how past and contemporary events are perceived, interpreted, and 
represented; forming their own viewpoint and developing self-awareness. 
 
2. Critically analysing and evaluating evidence; interpreting and synthesising information; drawing 
informed conclusions about the world, its past, present, and future. 
 
3. Learning about the complexity and diversity of human societies and the impact of actions and 
beliefs. 
 



 
 

Page | 2  

 

4. Developing an understanding of challenges and opportunities in their personal lives and wider 
society and considering how to respond ethically. 
 
4. WHAT SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE, AND EXPERIENCE THE RESOURCE HELPS DEVELOP 
 
Indicators of learning:  
 
1. Knowledge and understanding about the internment of Jewish refugees by the British 
Government and the connection to Wales.  
 
2. Ability to critically evaluate and use different sources (e.g., a written account and an oral history 
testimony) to form and express their own views, opinions, knowledge, and understanding. 
 
3. Understanding of ethical and moral concepts, e.g., discrimination, racism, antisemitism, and the 
importance of democratic values and human rights.  
 
4. Ability to make a connection between past and contemporary discrimination based on race, 
ethnicity, and religion and consider what is happening today in Wales, the UK, and the world, e.g., 
refugees coming to the UK/Wales.  
 
5. Understanding that people have different beliefs, values, and experiences and respecting the 
needs and rights of others.  
 
6. Ability to work as part of a team.  
 
7. Experience of participating in group discussions and tasks.  
 
8. Becoming more aware of their own experiences and feelings, values, and beliefs and being able to 
communicate them. 
 
9. Developing empathy for other people and their circumstances/challenges they face(d), e.g. Jewish 
refugees escaping Nazi persecution or modern-day refugees. 
 
5. HOW THE RESOURCE SUPPORTS LEARNING IN LOCAL (CYNEFIN), NATIONAL, AND REGIONAL 
CONTEXTS 
 
This resource allows learners to hear the stories of people who were directly affected by the 
Holocaust, and who lived in Wales. These are the stories of people who contributed to and were 
part of their local Welsh communities. They settled and had families here and their history is part of 
the story of Wales.  
 
These local examples can help learners understand the connection between Welsh history and 
global events like World War Two and the Holocaust.  

 
6. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
After the outbreak of war in September 1939, all Germans and Austrians in Britain were considered 
a threat to national security by the British Government; they became ‘enemy aliens’ and had to 
register with the police. Although most remained at liberty, in the summer of 1940, restrictions 
tightened and tens of thousands were interned in camps. The largest of these camps was the 
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Hutchinson Internment Camp on the Isle of Man. Most of those interned were Jewish refugees, who 
escaped the Nazi persecution and found sanctuary in Britain. Living conditions in many of the camps 
were inadequate. There was a shortage of medical supplies and poor access to clean water and 
proper sewage disposal. 
 
7. IDEAS and QUESTIONS 
 
1. This resource can be used to critically analyse and evaluate a historical record (i.e., Enemy Aliens 
and Internees card) and interpret the information, taking into consideration the wider historical 
context.  
 
Questions:  

• What information does the card provide?  

• Why is Heinrich Pinkus’s middle name listed as ‘Israel’? 

• Why did the Home Office introduce different ‘enemy aliens’ categories?  

• What does “Reclassify C” mean?  

• Why were so many people who were initially exempted ultimately interned? 
 
2. This resource can be used to understand the different responses of refugees to their internment. 
 
Questions:  

• How did Jewish refugees, who were interned, feel and how did they respond to the 
internment (e.g., through art)?  

 
3. The resource can be used to explore the morality of internment and deportation and what 
constitutes human rights.  
 
Questions:  

• Are learners aware of any modern-day examples of internment and deportation of refugees 
(e.g., the UK’s Rwanda deportation plan)? 

• What impact the internment and deportation have on refugees’ lives?  

• Do the practices of internment and deportation violate refugees’ human rights?  

• How do learners feel about the practices of internment and deportation of refugees?  

• Are there other sustainable solutions that go beyond mere containment or forced return?  
 
8. RESEARCH AND FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
1. Introduction to teaching and learning about the Holocaust:  
 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s (IHRA) Recommendations for Teaching and 
Learning about the Holocaust provide information on why, what, and how to teach about the 
Holocaust.  
 
The Holocaust Educational Trust’s worksheet ‘Defining the Holocaust’ may be used to introduce 
learners to the topic of the Holocaust; it helps learners to think about how the Holocaust is defined 
and why the issue of definition is important. 
 
2. Further reading:  
 
‘Enemy aliens’ and internment:  

https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/recommendations-teaching-learning-holocaust
https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/recommendations-teaching-learning-holocaust
https://www.het.org.uk/ks4/defining
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• Refugees from National Socialism in Wales: Internment.  
 

• The National Archives: Collar the lot! Britain’s policy of internment during the Second World 
War. 

 
Hutchinson Camp: 
 

• AJR Refugee Voices Testimony Archive: Hutchinson.  
 
Internment of ‘enemy aliens’ in Canada:  
 

• Montreal Holocaust Museum: ‘Enemy Aliens’ in Canada.  
 

• Montreal Gazette: The little-known saga of Jewish internees in Canada.  
 
Dunera Boys:  
 

• National Museum Australia: Dunera Boys.  
 

• Dunera Association: Dunera Boys.  
 
SS Arandora Star: 
 

• The National Archives: The loss of SS Arandora Star.  
 
Compulsory first names for Jews, ‘Israel’ for men and ‘Sara’ for women:  
 

• Holocaust Encyclopaedia: Law on Alteration of Family and Personal Names.  
 
 
3. A list of 20 resources about the Holocaust and Wales: 
 

• Kindertransport 1: Jewish Life in Central Europe before the Second World War. 

• Kindertransport 2: The Journey to Britain. 

• Kindertransport 3: Arrival in Wales. 

• Kindertransport 4: Life in Wales. 

• Memories of Kristallnacht: Destruction and Flight. 

• Memories of Kristallnacht: The last Bar Mitzvah. 

• Jewish Artists in Wales 1: Josef Herman. 

• Jewish Artists in Wales 2: Heinz Koppel. 

• Aero Zipp Fasteners at Treforest Trading Estate. 

• General Paper and Box Manufacturing Company at Treforest Trading Estate. 

• 'Enemy Aliens' and Internment Camps. 

• 'Enemy Aliens' and Human Rights. 

• Jewish Refugees as Domestic Servants. 

• Jewish Refugee Doctors, Dentists and Nurses in Wales. 

• Jewish Refugees in the British Army during the Second World War. 

• Religious Life of Jewish Refugees in Wales. 

https://wp-research.aber.ac.uk/nsrefugeeswales/history/internment/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/collar-lot-britains-policy-internment-second-world-war/
https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/collar-lot-britains-policy-internment-second-world-war/
https://www.ajrrefugeevoices.org.uk/isle-of-man-camps/hutchinson
https://museeholocauste.ca/en/resources-training/enemy-aliens-canada/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TenUij0FiI&t=139s
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/dunera-boys
https://www.duneraassociation.com/dunera-boys/
https://beta.nationalarchives.gov.uk/explore-the-collection/stories/the-loss-of-ss-arandora-star/
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/timeline-event/holocaust/1933-1938/law-on-alteration-of-family-and-personal-names
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/query/holocaust
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/kindertransport-lesson-1
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/kindertransport-lesson-2
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/kindertransport-lesson-3
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/kindertransport-lesson-4
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/kristallnacht-lesson-1
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/kristallnacht-lesson-2
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-josef-herman
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-heinz-koppel
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-aero-zipp
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-general-paper-box
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-internment-1
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-internment-2
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-domestic-servants
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-doctors
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-british-army
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-religious-life


 
 

Page | 5  

 

• The Welsh Language. 

• Liberation. 

• Identity. 

• Remembering the Holocaust. 

 
 
 

https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-welsh-language
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-liberation
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-identity
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/learn/holocaust-and-wales-remembering

