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BRIN{jING A BIT OF OLD WATLES TO COLAMBIIS
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Music lovers living in and near CglUr_grbuq are in for a
rare treat during the Labor Day week-end when over 5000
Americans and Canadians o$ Welsh descent will gather
here for their 21st Annual National.Gymanfa Ganu.

will be sung in Columbus during
the week-end of*Aug. 30 and 31-
On Saturday evening, the pa.rtici-
pants will hold theii ',Noson i
Lawen," or "happy occ4sion," I
when friends will reriFw old ac- i
quaintanceships along with their I

singing; and on Sunday, they will ising hSrmns at t heir morning j

chureh service and at Memorial'
Hall in the afternoon and even-
ing.

T h e 21st Annual National
Gymanfa Ganu is sponsored by
the Columbus Welsh Singing So-.
ciety, whose president is Evan f. l

Evans, consulting actuary. Men's,
choruses will be present from j

Jackson and Venedocia. Ohio. and i

Salt Lake City, Utah. People are I

expected to attend from almost:
every state in the nation as well i

as from Canada. There will also
be some visitors from Wales. Dur-
ing the last week-end in August,
Columbus citizens will more qftarf
than not be greeted, not with "IrtL
neighbor;" but rather, "DW6d
Canwn I'r Arglwydd," wbicfu
means in.Fnglish, "Come, Si{g *Athe Lord." 'v j'

They will sing at Memorial
Hall,..where most of the sessions
of the song festival will take
place; at the First Congrega-
tional Church, where they will
hold a Welsh-English religious
service on Sunday morning, and at
the Neil }fouse, where they will
set up their headquarters.

., And in all likelihood they will'sing 
on the streets of downtown

Columbus during the festive
week-end, for whenever twb or

' more Welshmen get together, they
sing. It's part of their heritage.
And nothing stronger than good
Welsh tea is needed to bring a
song to their lips.

FOR ITrD M(}ST FART, their
songs are religious and, in a sense,
a Gymanfa Ganu is a hymn-fest.
Some of the world's greatest sac-
red music comes from Wales
where every village has its sing-
ing society. Many Welsh hymns
have their origin in antiquity, and
tombine re\igion. with folk melo-
dies that have been passed on for
generations from father to son.
Only during the past hundred
years or so have most of these
songs been written down. fn very
few instances is the original com-
poser known.

Wales is not a wealthy country
by material standards. In the
south Welshmen work the mines.
and in the north they eke out a
living on their small farms in the
windswept valleys between .the
rugged Welsh hills. But the high-
est values in Wales are not fi-
nancial. A great preacher, an out-
standing poet, or a fine choir-
master is more respected than amaster is more respected than a I

financial genius. i

':, - ^il.*i

dust often hides it; but for real
beauty, inner-beauty and spiritual
joy, Welshmen turned to their
chapels. ft is not surprising then,
that the greatest of Welsh music
is religious. Nor is it surprising
that all Welsh songs are sung in
a mifior key, for this is true about
the music of deeply religious peo-
ple all over the world.

But it would be incorrect to
look upon Welsh music as sad;
most of it, in fact, is exceedingly
happy-happy in the way that
only deeply-felt, highly emotional
music can be. In more than any
other way, Welsh singing repre-
sents the history of that small
land on the west of England.

This is the sort of music that
-...:J

E IIIND HAS ITS beauty;
sure, although the dirty sffi
*r,rd the soot from ths gF{t

fudge David G. Ienkins of youngstown is Welsh authority"
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1AOO YIilTARS HERE YOR VELSH SONGFEST
Memorial Hall was filled with the
strains of Welsh sacred music Sundav
afternoon. The,occasion was the Zlsl

annual Gymanfa Ganu which attracted
some 5000 visitors to the city over the
week-end.

rs. Stanley Cherrington, 389 W. 5th
.v, takes time out from making Welsh

iais to serve tea, natjgnal",bele{?g9:.ot
Wales, to Mrs. BettY King, 407 N. Vir-
crnia Lee Rd, East, and NIrs. Ada Davis' 

.

5zf tsth Av. The ladies are getting in '

the mood for the coming Gymanfa Ganu

by modeling Welsh costumes; which con-
sist of black skirts, white aprons and
blouses, cloaks and frilly caps or bits of
lacd worn under the tall black hats.
Johnny Jones writes about the festival
in,his column today. :
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fods have been helcl in Memorial Hall' These are
singing contests that have kept alive throughout
the centuries the culture of Wales.

THE WtrLSH GYMANI'A SOCISTY did NOt
just pick Columbus by chance; They look a town
bver. T'trey want a dlace where there are many
churches, institutions and places of learning' So,
Columbus is offgrecl this unusual musical festival
and religious worshiP.

It is a greaL session this Gymanfa',Ganu.
Little churches stich as those in Jackson County
hold one each year. How those old Welsh just

' removed from Wales would have loved to know
this big one ,was being heltl in Co]umbus. The
Welsh ale reported .to have had their choir on
the flat boat coming down the Ohio Siver ancl
General Putnam has stated the singing of the
Welsh people ireated a new atmosphere in the
early settlement.

Evans and Mrs. Ada David, vice
David E. Morgan, secretary, and Stanlgy

I

elsh Witl Sing At
Ifireek-fnd Festival

BY JOHNNY JONES
Those who are not familiar with Welsh sing-

ing and the traditions of the Welsh people have

an excellent opportunity to'lerirn Saturilay ancl

Sunday.
ff there were something unusual at Memorial

Hal1 in the way of singing,from ltaly' Franie'
, Spain, or other foreign spot, the place would
'become a .magnet. This week'end at Memorial
Hall we have what is known to Wdlsh people as

the Gymanfa Ganu. It begins with what is known
as "Noson Lawen," which means in English

"Happy Occasion." ThiS first
event will be Saturday night
when everybody iust sings,
Probably 1000 Welsh from all
over the eountry and Canacla
will be present. You maY have
hearcl Italians or Germans
downr at the Maennerchor
sing out but you have never
heard singing in congrega-
tional fashion until You hear
the Welsh. Pass a Welsh
church and you maY'wonder
why the congregation sings
like a choir. It's because of
just such affairs as'this one
at MEmo.rial HaIl.

Some of the great Etsteiltl-

THE FOLK 1IIUSIC OF TIIA Welsh has been
handed down. It is like the gypsy musie. Much

Erff it is not written and onl5r a few examples.exist
; i*Hhe British Museum.

I reld Wyn Grifflth's book, 1'The

Aetually, nobody knows if the Welsh wete
descended from the lost tribe of Juclah. The
Roman conquest did not succeed in Latinizing
Wales or its people. The Celtic blooal is.strong-
There is no earuso but we have.John Charlps
Thomas, Evan Wiltiams and the Messiah of
Handel.
. The Welsh sing from the heart, Any race
that has been hard put finds a ioy in singing.
We Americans do that same thing in battle.
So the Welsh strike up a song to the Loid at
Memorial Hall, It is deep in:their makeup.

At a grave when a loved one is being buried,
the quariet or choir sings as the body is lowered
to iti last'resting place. The mourners join in.
Here comes a freedom of mind and a benevolence
of song.

- IODAY Tt{E SOPHISTICATSS would say,

"Hooey." There is no hooey to the Welsh singrng.
It is the 'Hwyl," meaning "fn the Clouds," the
Welsh have.

The. tlragon is their embiem. Its elaws at
times have been sharp. "Come Sing Unto the
Lord" and "The Truth Will Set You Fiee" are
some of the foundation phrases of Welsh think-
ing. They are fighters, they are singers, tJrey ale
the best of Politicians I

How many Welsh are there in Columbus?
Just take the telephone book and take a look
at the Evanses, the'Joneses, the Davises, Lloyds
and the like. It is about the only way qne can
get any idea. A man by the-name of--Davis or
iones would no' more deny he is a Welshman
than iack Cannon or Pep McNulty woulcl dqnyr

they were Irish;' or one of the Schmidt bbvs,
German.

Sometimes the Welsh are Celts' lPhe Celts
were late in'coming to Wales. The Welsh haYe
a sort of Druid custom as they'go to the stone
of Henge parading with the Bards. The Welsh
have glorified the poet more than any other face-
Scholars today are delving. into real Welsh
Iiterature and it is hard to lnterpret.

a:YAN r. dVANS HAS rrSAr)'-ED theicqm-
mittee as chairman and his co-workers are listed.
WRFD will broadeast the services. 1

The committee chairmen appointecl by Mr.
Evans are as follows: Music,'J. Irvin Jones;
finance, William E. Davis; publicity, Ilerbert E"
Evans; supply, Neal Edwards; ushers, John N.
Jones; reception, Mrs. Stanley Cherrington; pro-
gram, D, Harvey Davis; registratio:r, Dan W.
Jones, and .accommodations, Howard f' Powell.

In addition to Mr. Evans, the officers of the
Columbus Welsh Singing Sbciety are: D. Haydn

atones

in w-lrieh he traces the Welsh histgy. I rington, treasurer.
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[{EN the fall class.es resume
tomorrow at Harvard uni-

versity, a record will be estat>
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Valley high school gladuates ai:
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. Joyd Savage (lelt) makes recording lor oldster u-'



ln the evening session, rd€
chairman wilf be Mr. II. Parry

of lJanrwrst, North Wale$:

"iAnne Davies Thomas d

Haydn Evans will serve as presi-
dent of the session. The pmgram
of the flnal session will be as
follows:
Orsan Prelude

,CaIl to Order .,... ceorce Bundv.
I National Seeretary-Treasrirer
lAmerlca (No. 1 in the Hmynal)Amerlca (No. 1 in the Hmynal)

Prof. Ben G. Williams.
St. Petersburs. Fia.

Invocailon ..,.Rev. Byron G. E-vins,First Presbyterian Church,
_ Balnesvllle, OhloBalnesvllle, Ohlo
lntrodrrctlon of President ol the SesitonBy National Secretary-Treasurer
Iltroductton of ChatrmanI By Presldent of thc Sesslon
Introduction of Director

g and Announcements
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'Coutinued: frono ?age I
extraetion have s;yg1y reason to
be proud of their.Iineage."

Sunday morning at 10, a
Welsh-English worship service
will be held at the First Congre-
gational Churcfr. Dr" . John A.iltann of the Royalton Center
Methotlist Churrch, Midclleport,
N. Y" will conduci the seiirice;
the Rev. R. L. Williams of the
First Presbyterian Church, Nel-
son, Neb., will present the scrip-ture and prayer in Welsh; arid
ljtu Egu. Elam Davies, now of
the_ First Presbyterian Church,
Bethlehem, Pa., but until re-
:9n_tly a mgmber of the clerryrf North Wales, will preach the
;ermon. :

. _Eqf" Haydn Morgan, of the
llichigan State Normal- Colleee.vill serve as chorister; hof.-J.
Lmbrose Bteese, of the Wiscon- r

rin State Teaehers' College. wilt irct as h y m n leader. anri Or. i

)avid Hugh Jones, of the prince-i
on Theologieal Seminary will be
ICenisL^ A special anthem,
i{l.g,- O 

_ 
Go{ and Shor Trry

tright,D which was written es-iecially for the occasion by hof.
Iaydn l\{organ, wiU b€ sung. The
ntire _service will be broadcasty Radio Station WRFD, Worth-
ngton.-
The sacred serviee will be fol-

rwecl by two sessions of the
iYmdnfa Ganu at 2 p. m., "tr,filp. m. at Memorial liall. II
'. Jcnes, o_f New Castlg pa.,vesug, r4.,
hair the first session, which
e directed by Prof. Hywel
ipwland of Crand,Fo.rks, n4. Q"-uia Hugh Jones" 

-will

rganist at both sesfioi '

Irs. .Margaret Breese JenrIrs. .Margaret Breese Jenr,r$
f Columbus, will be piano a. -
lPPanist. E. f. Evans will pre.

rgan Preluclelll to Order .... gy Allen Thomar
National Presid\atlonal Anthem-

Mrs, Annie 'Wllson Jayne.
." Charteston. W. Va,lvoeaflon ,... Rev. percy Thomas.First Presbyteiian Church

, Varparalso, fnd.ltroduetlon of President of the
,s9fiiorl......- BI. Nartonal preslclent
Ltroduction of Chatrman

By President of the Ses6ior_rtroductlon of Director by Chairman
]4nns*(a) "&achle" ................ Nd. 2(b) "Rhosym€dre" ...-..... No.- 6,(c)."Aberystwyth'" ........ No. 191reetings trom Columbus I

Mayor James .A" Rhddes l

de. rire procram iollo*r,

rlo .r.r;.Prof. Theodoie C" Owen.' EmDoxla,'Kan.



End lt/elsh Sin
Three Sessibns

"This has been one of the most
successful Welsh music festivals
ever held," according to Evan L
Evans, president of the C-olumbu-q
Wehh Singing Society, S6ii6-'fls
sponsoring this week-end's ac-
tivities. "T'his annual gati:ering
of Welsh-Americans helps keep
alive tire great tradition of song
and music whicir has ciistin-
guished Welshmen throughout
the ages""

At Saturday night's Noson
Lawen-or "happy occasion"-
the session w'hich traclitionally

fod
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With over 5000 Americans and Canadians of Welsh
descent in attendance, the 21st annual national G}'manfa
Ganu will finish up its sessions Sunday at lvlemorial Hall.

A program of secular music,
inciuding folk singing, Weish
choruses. quar:tets. duets and
solos, took place, lVIen's choruses
from Jackson and Venedocia,
Ohio, per{ormed, and muc}r of
the music was sung bl' the entire
assemblage. XIls. Anice Dole and
Mrs. Ada Davis, both of Colum-
bus, served as accompanists. A
reception was held at Memorial
Hall foliowing the singing.

Congressman Jenkins praised
the rvork of the Nationai GY-
nrantu Associalion as one of
America's gleatest cultural
groups, adding: "PeoPle of Weish

Continued on F*ge 4, CoI. ?

i opens the Gymanfa Ganu. Thornas
I A. Jenkins. dean of Ohio con-
i gressmen, who is himself of Welsh
I descent, presided.
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