the (lobe and Fail, Monday Sept, 7, 1959
HELSH SINCERS PROVE FIRST-RATE- AMATEURS

The domestic sbuwosphere so characterisiic of Welsh musicemaking was
maeh in evidence st the loson Lawenw-the "merry eveningt=--on Saturday
by the National Qymanfa Genu Associztion of the United States and
Canada, For, despite the splendors of the Royal York Hotel's wvast
Canadiasn Room, and {he enormous international crowd assembled therein,
the distinguished presidency of Senstor W, Rupert Davies, and the civic
lusire shed by the presence of lMayor Fhillips send his perty, this was
essenilally a demonsiraiion of the music of the chapel and schodlroon,
and the domestic hearth, -

The omateur vocalists, solo and choral, the elocutionists and impro-
visers, vho come to the platform at the call of the genial master of
cerenmonics, Rov, Hedd-Wyn Williame, were clearly not primarily actuated
by smbdtions of technical or artistic achdevement, but simply by their
desire o pracilse their art for its own sske, and for what it does to
the lpan spiritethe truly rersonsl and domestic outlook,

There is nothing deropatory to UWelsh music in stressing thiseon the
contrary, it is the moin source of iis comtimding strengths Radio and
IV, hi-fi and F§j, reduce oo many of us to the stsbus of listeners- mere
pasaive rocelvers insbead of active participanis; and this engenders a
poor climate for the healthy growth of rmsic in the future, Do-ii-yourself
is an ossentisl disposition for thatj and any nation +thet still foster s
mgie~making &t the domestic level, is to be conmended-and envieds

The same spirit, albeit operaling in 2 more formalized selting, was
. apparent in the sessions devoted Lo sacred rusic-the (ymanfa propereon
Sundey sfhernoon (ot which the Onborio Covermment was represented by
Attorney-Genersl T, ‘elsc Roberts) and evening which also afforded an
EOPELIAAIEY improssive demonstration of the resulis to wirdch it can lead,

Fleasing contyibutions were made by the soloists, Hargarel Evans Millchamp
and Ciynn Owen, and by the Ontario Oymanfa Cearm Choir, but it was the
gethering itself, under the direction of Mrs, Ann Davies Thomas, that showed
the heights to which the domestic approach can lead., For this purely
miscellansous agd ad hoc pebelogother spontaneously achieved betier resulis
than meny 2 fully-organised choib; they sang in full harmory, with
exeellent balance and blend, firm rytlm and attack, and a sweeiness of tone
and g sensitive response 16 the shading indicated by the conductor that can
orfly be called astonishing.

When S,éﬁi} people, most of whom only met the day before yesterday, can
do such ilings topether without rehearsale there isn't mich wrong with the
national culbure that has murbured theme~w Frank Haworthe
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