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Lianelili,
Dvfed.
SA15 3HP.

S o e————— 12th February,1993.

Dear Alan,

Please excuse me writing to you regarding the proposed visit of
the Choir to Seattle in August/September of 1994. However, 1
felt that you should know that both the Accompanist and I are
fully committed to bringing to Seattle the Choir up to the
strength which you stipulated in your letters to Michael.

The situation regarding the forthcoming Australian tour is
slightly delicate at present. The Choir realises that I will not

be conducting them in Australia, and that Colin Jones - the ex-
conductor of Rhosllanerchrugog - has been appointed as guest

conductor for that tour on my recommendation. Both Colin and I
are working together in preparing the repertoire for the tour.
and we have devised together a system whereby he will be taking
50% of the practices after Easter. But one or two choristers
seemed to think that T would change my decision not to go to
Australia. However, my standpoint has not changed, and there are
one or two choristers who are disappointed by this.

My reason for not going to Australia was purely based on my
family situation. Following the America/Canada tour of 19%0, I
vowed that my availability for any future Choir tour would be
decided by whether or not I would be able to take my wife and
daughter with me. Obviously, we think that the Australian tour
is too much for a rising 8 year old child.The proposed American
tour of 1994, however, would be ideal for the family.

There is alsco the honour which both Alan Rees and myself feel at
having been invited to take part in the North American Gymanfa
Ganu again, and we both want to be part of it.

However, to return to the gquestion of choral strength, I can
personally assure you, Alan, that Cor Meibion Llanelli will be in
£

excess cf 80 well-balanced choristers for the 1994 wvisit to the
U.S5.A. and Seattle.

What wvou should also know is that H.T.V. have contacted me re-
garding the possibility of filming the whele tour once again,
with the climax featuring the Gymanfa in Seattle. The producer
concerned spoke to me last night - 11th February. I have not
revealed this to the Choir as yet because T would be accused in
certain quarters of attempting to scuttle the Australian tour !

But when the choristers will know of this H.T.V. proposal, the
1994 tour of the States will become a focussed reality with them.



I hope that this letter explains the situation to you, and that
you will not panic at the responses that seem to be reaching you
at present.

Before closing, I would wish you to let Bob and Pat know that we
are thinking of them, and that we are looking forward to meeting
them both in 1994.

With best wishes to you all,



IR . 5
Hothell WR 88611

27, March 19893
Dear Eifion

Borry for this delay in wreiting., Within 24 hours of getting off the
plane I wernt down with the flu. The old adape of never go away
guring work time also holds drae. I returned to find a doubling of
my responsibilities.  Certainly Heeps me busy.

It was preat to mest with you agsin and manmy tharnks indeed foor yvooar
hospitaiitv. Your reassurance helped greatly and I now am guite
happy to keep working towards the Lianelili visit. Plao my
conversations with chovisters at the rehearsale gave me the Ffeeling
that wmany of them want to come. We will have a good comoert here.

I was able to contact the Mid Glamorgan youith band and they are
enthusiastic about the possibility of exchamping with Pmerican
schools. Of course there are many obstacles and wmuch plarnning ahead
but I wouid iove to have them over here. I shall kesp yvou inforsed
of the progress so that if it comes of f you can ivteract directly
with the band.

I alsc tried, unsuccessfully, fto contact the TV producer but would
love to explore ihkis further. Do you have an address to which I
conld write? Like you I believe that this possibility will
galvanize the choristers into the firnal decision to come.

I have written to Michael ivdicating that I am not exactly demanding
88 choristers, but that I krnow that you will not allow an inferior
choir o towr, Michael will repocrt that ledtter to yoour committes,
but as vou and I discussed, balance and guality are as inportarnt as
numbers. I have asked for the apreement to be sigrned in late summer.

Other than that we locok forward to yvour visit next vear. No doubt I
shall be in Wales socmetime again this year so we may mest again. Bob
is coming ovey in mid Bpyil and I arderstand that he is going to
write and visit the ochoir. He mnesds cheering ap, Fat is gust aboot
holiding her owr.

Marny thanks coce again and regards to the whole family.

Beost wishes

Rian



Michael Masor, Secretary
Lo Meibion Llarelli,

L]
Sy s s e
Lianelll
Dyfed, SA14 BDR LK

Dear Michael,

Borry that 1 was not able to pet to see you on my last visit. Hope
that vou are now well agair. I was hopirng to see vou at the
rehegarsal bout voun were 111, HArvway I had a good chat with Alan
Nurtorn and Eifion and 1 think that I covered all I wanted to do. Hs
you Hmow Jobhm Owen From Idaho was there also. W bbb rcamne away
nappy that the cholr would tour in 15934,

Ta po back to the phone conversation that we had in sacly Fabrouaary
concerving the contract. The esserntial element of the towr pardy is
that it be strong enough to provide a poneert with balance, power
and  emnod 1 or. The rminber of 88 is a geod round figuwre for a
performing choir and 1 believe a pgood tavget ramber to aim For. 1
appreciate that one carmot be exact in numbers. I dook &t it fwo
ways. We want a stronmg concert From a top guality choiv and I
believe that Lilarnelli would wot in any way endangey its reputation by
touring with a group which is not at the hipgh standards which yvoon seb
for vourselves. There iz, 1 believe, considerable rezpect betweern
the choirvr and the Puget Scund Welsh Association, respeot which is
nased on trust. You would not tows if yvou could not provide guality,
of that I am suare. Eighty is the approximate goal. IF the choir
could oanly raise 79 and Eifion would &3ill be prepsred to tour as a
Balamced wnit I would not hold you to the nanber of 86,

Following my conversations with Eifion and fAlarn and with sone of the
choristers, I am convinced that you will be able to meet the poal,
but alsce wnderstand that you cannot rnow at this point in time commit
ta the rnumber of tourists. We . carn wailt until about Sugust Foor bhe
official confirmation by whioh Q@%ﬁ wonld have been o Pustralia and
settlied back down. Howevey I have to ask for your confirmaticn then
since, if for any reason vou were unable to come, 1 would have to
arrange an alternate and yom kmow what that wonld take. We have not
vet contacted any alternate choair.

While I was in Wales 1 visited with the Mid Slamcorgan vouth band o
determine if they would be interested in arn excharnge relationship
with Seattie schools amgd comtribute to the National. They wers and
there i1s a chance that we will have a Gh@i?/bahﬁ corncert. Eifion



krmows of the possibility. This excites us greatly. I shall keep you
inforned.

therwise we had a good but very busy visit. The fiu hit wme a5 soon

as I returned hence the delay in writing. Noet guite fully recoversd

vet but wow able to help the terors out again. A <this wee&jgjsm~biﬂ&1&%
taiked with people from Victoria who were a little disappocinted that

vou were nxt goding there this time. I tolid them that you wanted a
different touwr packape. PBoise Idaho sesems to be a defiwite. John

Owen is very kesn. I &am iv conmtact with Spobkane whix arse thinking

about it. I shall keep at it Ffor you.

Rlso enclosed is some recent information that we have obtained about
American visas for touring performers. Rotiin Huw Bowero is having
some trouble getting in and I have sent this alsc to Dowlais chodr in
readiness for their ifowr. Perhaps yvoun should contact them to see how
they get an. I now its early but at ieast we are covering the
bases.

Regards to all

Best wishes

Rlan Upshsil.
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Facsimile Cover Sheet

To: Mike Mason
Company:
Phone:
Fax: 011-44

From: Alan Upshall
Company:
Phone:
Fax:

Date: 8/29/93
Pages including this
cover page:

Comments:

Mike, good to see you both again earlier this month. Off to Wilkes Barre
Pennsylvania this week for this year's gymanfa. | thought that before | leave do
you have any more news of the choir? Last trip uneventful enough. Just heard
that | may have to go to India at the end of September. At least the accent will
fit in.

Salt Lake City is well within a day's driving distance of Boise, Idaho. | think Salt
Lake is a good idea. | do not have any contacts there but | may find one in
Wilkes Barre. Otherwise write to the musical director of the Mormon Tabernacle
choir.

regards

alan



Facsimile Cover Sheet

To: Michael Mason

Company: Llanelli choir
Phone:
Fax:

From: Alan Upshall
Company: Puaet Sound Welsh
Phone: . 38
Fax: 1- 9

Date: 11 Sept 1993
Pages including this
cover page: 2

Comments:

Dear Michael,

I felt that I should write again to outline the happenings at this year's Gymanfa in
Pennsylvania and also provide something that you could read to the choir if you are still
having problems of committment.

The concert in Wilkes Barre was a disaster. It consisted of a local choir which was not
very good, a baritone, a soprano, a classical pianist (with a large ego) and Robin Huw
Bowen. The only Welsh in the evening was Robin's contribution and he was on stage for
no more than 20 minutes in three and a quarter hours. The soprano apologised for
pronunciation of one Welsh verse of The Ash Grove. The pianist played for over 30
minutes and the net result was that Robin, who was supposed to be the star of the show,
had to cut his second half segment down. There were many unhappy people. Many
walked out. The last time there was a good Grand concert was when Llanelli was over in
1990. There were great sentiments last year for the return of a male voice choir ( the
mixed Ardwyn choir sang) and that sentiment was even more evident this year. There
were cheers when I announced that Llanelli were coming. The Welsh community here
are salivating at the prospect of not only hearing a male voice choir again, but hearing
one of the best in Wales.



Facsimile Cover Sheet

To: Michael Mason
Company: Llanelli choir

Phone:
Fax: 0 )85

From: alan upshall
Company: Puget Sound Welsh
Phone:
Fax:

Date: 12/12/93
Pages including this
cover page:

Comments: Michael, Progress is being made with all of the arrangements. Publicity is now
in full swing. we could do with some publicity materials, including photos of the choir and some
literature from which we can work. We have the 1992 schedule and the booklet from your 1990
tour. Do you have anything else which may be useful? A couple of CD's would also help. The
photos are the most immediate. The January issue of Y Drych and Ninnau will want those. |
have asked Eifion for photo and thumbnail sketch. Could you do the same for Alan Rees please
and try to make sure that they get here.

Contact you probably again in the not to distant future.
Best wishes

Alan



1 Havie a vulltaut 11 odll LdlL.  INULL LJCLHHS wWillU 1o a 1lstvuliall - al Dllgliialll 1 UUll=

Universtiy, Provo, Utah He has recently returned from Wales. His address is

1170 N. Provo, Utah e) or 4034 JHKB, Brigham Young Univ. Provo,
Utah ¢ 6. I have not talked to Ron. I got the

information from Y Drych. 1he tabernacle choir director 1s also still a good bet. I shal
be going to Spokane early October and can really find out what the situation 1s. You
still have a tour. John Owen of Idaho is all ready to go. He has the hall and ticket sales
all ready arranged. Seattle is firm, Salt Lake should be no problem and of course you
have Minneapolis, if you still want to make that stop. We still have time to modify if
you want. There is absolutely no question that we in the Puget Sound Welsh
Association want the Llanelli choir to sing at our grand concert and we will do
whatever we can to make your visit happen (our budget won't let us increase the
fee). We are working with Wales Tourist Board on air support for the folk band
(Plethyn). They are working with United. Might be worth giving them (Paul Loveluck
a call to see of vou can co-ordinate a deal
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send this fax. I understand the issues involved in you making the decision to come anc
can only encourage you and assure you that the effort will not be wasted. Your
reputation will be considerably enhanced. However, the time is now such that I must
have the committment so that we can proceed with our plans and publicity. My head is
on the block. I've told everyone you are coming. The excitement is high. At this time
have no nlan B There will be much disappointment if vou do not come.



