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J. Bryan Jones

Heulfryn,

ri* Cor*vn
Clwyd LL29 9SN
Wales, Gt. Britain

Dear Bryan,

Now having recovered from the trip to Wilkes Barre and other work related activities, the
publicity machine is gearing up. Now in second.

My recollection of our conversations was that I should write to you with information
about the Gymanfa weekend next year so that you could place it in Enfys. I cannot

recollect whether you wanted copy ready material or just facts. So I'll produce some of
both for you to play with. The facts are in the flyers.

The main factors that I wish to play on this year are'. the Eisteddfod, a new departure for
the weekend, which I hope might appeal to people from Wales. We are trying to make

tie in with The Welsh National in some way. This Eisteddfod hopefully also will appeal

to the youth and I look for it as a way to encourage them to become involved more in
North American Welsh activities. Also for the North American audience, the return of
the Male voice choir. It has been four years since there was a good male voice choir
concert at the National weekend. So here goes. Alter the following in any way that you

think fit.

Annually, in North America, there is a Welsh festival called the National Gymanfa Ganu

weekend. There have been 63 such gatherings, consecutive with the exception of the war
years. The event is cosponsored by a local organizing society and the National Gymanfa
Ganu Association. Spanning four days, the festival features many aspects of Welsh

culture and heritage. Contributors are from Wales and North America" In 1994 this
festival will be held in Bellevue, Washington and will be locally sponsored by The Puget

Sound Welsh Association. The society is headed by Alan Upshall, a native of Ystrad
Rhondda.

The American and Canadian Welsh are always keen to learn and understand what is
current in Wales and on the program next year are some interesting seminars, workshops

and concerts. Entertainers from Wales will be the folk group Plethyn, who will anchor a



Friday, 2 September will present tours to local places of interest and beauty and also

;eminars illustrating aspects of Welsh culture and current affairs. The evening will begi
with a banquet which will be followed by a Folk concert featuring Plethyn. Through thr

lay there will be continuous entertainment.

Saturday, 3 September will repeat the tours and seminars and continuous entertainment.

;he evening concert will highlight the Llanelli Male Voice Choir. Also on Saturday a

:raditional Welsh Eisteddfod will be held. This will attract singers and instrumentalistr

lrom both America and Canada, and possibly Wales. This is the first time a National
:isteddfod has been held in North America. There will be competitions in solo voice,

;horal and instrumental. The number of entries will determine if there will be individua
;ompetitions for different instruments, ages and voices.

Sunday, 4 Septernber will feature a Gymanfa Ganu. Traditionally there are two singing
;essions, one in the afternoon and one in the evening. The afternoon session will featurr
Mary Morris Mergenthal, editor of Y Drych as director, and the evening session will
feature D. Eifion Thomas, director of the Llanelli Male Voice Choir.

Bryan, you could bring in a bit about the strength of the weekend in North America,
with your observations from Wilkes Barre. We could then round off and encourage
lntries into the eisteddfod and vacations in Northwest America.

Ihe 1994 North American National Gymanfa Ganu Festival promises to be an

rutstanding weekend full of spirit, hwyl and friendship. It will be a good opportunity
lor the Welsh to taste the spirit and hiraeth of the Welsh living overseas. It will also be

I golden opportunity to sample the superb scenery of the Pacific Northwest of America
with a vacation coupled with attendance at the weekend festivities.

For more information write to Puget Sound Welsh Association, P"O. E

WA 98109. USA.

lf you need any more Bryan let me know. Fax 19.





\-,,ver Lduur. uay weeKen(I \)ePr, L-+)t Delrevue wlll De tne locauon lor a natronal event
celebrating Welsh music and culture, the National Gymanfa Ganu ("festival of singing").

Why should the lournal-American be interested in this?
. All events are open to the public, and provide an appealing Eastside alternative to

Bumbershoot
o The National Gymanfa Ganu is bringing nearly 800 people from all over the U.S.,

Canada, and Wales to Bellevue (Hyatt Hotel and Meydenbauer Center)
. There will be color (banners with the red dragon of Wales, and more), sound (Welsh

music all weekend and lilting Welsh-inflected English, as well as the lovely sound
of the Welsh language), Welsh crafts, and 10,000 homemade Welsh cakes
lcookiesl!

As you will see in the enclosed brief biographies of Eastside residents who are involved
in this event, members of the Puget Sound Welsh Society are a diverse lot. However, we
lre all bound together by love of a culture that values music, language, and poetry.

Alan Upshall, president of the Puget Sound Welsh Association, will be contacting you
;oon to see how we can best help you cover this event and answer any questions you may
lave. If you wish to reach him immediately, please call him at work (M2-6802) or home
'.488-7288).

I look forward to seeing you at the National Gymanfa Ganu.
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lne red dragon tlag of Wales wlll float over Bellevue, Washington, and the sound of
more than 1,000 voices singing Welsh songs will ring out Labor Day weekend at the '

National Cymantfa Gattu (gum-AN-va GAH-nee; "festival of'singing"). In addition to
participatory srnging, there will be a performance by the renowned Llanelli Male Voice
3hoir, a folk concert fea[uring Lhe Welsh group Plethyn and ihe local group Magical
3trings, a choral and instrumental music competition, seminars and tours, and a

narketplace of Welsh goods.

The National Gymaufa Ganu is hosted this year by the Puget Sound Welsh Association
:PSWA), organized in 1984 to promote and sponsor Welsh cultural and educational
rctivities. Five distinct groups'shelter under the PSWA umbrelia: the Seattib'Welsh
y'y'omen's Club, Dos'rrarth Cyntraeg (Welsh language class), Cor Cymr:aeg Seattle (Seattle

//elsh Choir), Band y Dclraig Goch (Red Dragon folk band) and Dawnswyr Dewi Sant (St.
iavid's Dancers, a folk dance ensemble). ' ' i 'i'

All events will take place in the'Meydenbauer Cent..,'Bull.uue, and are open to the
rublic: Tickets will be available at the door, but advance purchase is recommendedlbend a

;tamped, self-adclressed envelope and check to PSWA, P.O.'Bcjx"t93+q, Seattle, WA,98109)'.
Sept.2 9 :00 p.m. Plethyn and Magical Strings in concert ($10)

,Sept.37:30p.m.Llanel1iMaleVoiceClroirinconcert($15)

Sept.4 2:00 p.m. & Gymanfa Ganu (singing in Welsh and in English) ($5)
?.na| * --
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August 1,1994

FOR REI,EASE: IMMEDIATE
KILL DATE: SEPTEMBER 5,1994

Note: Alan Upshall, president of Puget Sound
Welsh Association, and a native of the valleys
of southern Wales, may be contacted at (206)

488-7288 for tape-recorded or live interviews.

10-sec

Enjoy a Welsh ethnic festival in Bellevue over Labor Day weekend-folk concert/ male

voice choir from Wales, Welsh goods and food. For $rore information, call (206) 488-728f,.

20-sec

Enjoy a Welsh ethnic festival in Bellevue over Labor Day weekend-a folk concert by

Plethyn [pleth-inl and Magical Strings, the rich harmonies of the Llanelli [klan-eck-lee]

Male Voice Choir from Wales, congregational singing, Welsh goods and food. For more

information, call QAil 488-7288.

30-sec

Enjoy a Welsh ethnic festival in Bellevue over Labor Day weekend, hosted by Puget Sound

Welsh Association. You can hear a folk concert by Plethyn [pleth-ini and Magical Strings,

the rich harmonies of the Llanelli [klan-eck-leel Male Voice Choir from Wales, and

congregational singing, all at Meydenbauer Center and open to the public-tickets
available At the door. For more information, call (i

PO Box L9544, Seoffl.e 981Oq Telephone q9O6) 488-7 9SA
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