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11rly quesr-L9rrs (.()rrL:errrrrr9 rrlJ-b dPP.
hesitate to call me at 488-7288 (h) or 547-808(
you for considering our application.

Alan Upshafi, President and Chair
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Washinoron Commission for the Humanities 107 Cherrv Street Suite 312 Seattle, Washington 98104 206'682'1770
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ImmigratiOn of the Welsh lnto the Puget Uouno reglon was extenslve along wlln Ine (]evelopmcnl or rne coal

mining industries in Renton and Black Diamond. The Welsh primarily gathered at the Welsh Presbyterian

Church in Seattle until it was demolished in the mid -1950s. The Seattle Welsh Women's club continued

traditions and organized the annual St. David's Day, March I celebrations. In 1982, a language group formec

to develop pronunciation and conversational skills in the Welsh language. This group spawned the Seattle

Welsh Choir. The three groups decided to co-ordinate and formed The Puget Sound Welsh Association

(PSWA). In 1986, Band Y Ddraig Goch, the Seattle Welsh Folk Band joined. PSWA currently has

nnnroximatelv 180 nersons on its active monthlv newsletter mailine list. The total mailing list is over 650.



I he mlsslon ot PSwA ls to co-ordlnate the actlvltles of the constrtuent groups and to encourage and promot(
Welsh activities within the Puget Sound region. PSWA activities fulfills this mission. Annually, the tradition
of Saint David's Day continues and regularly attracts over 250 people; the Seattle Welsh choir promotes a
Gymanfa Ganu (gum-an-va gaa-nee), a traditional Welsh singing festival which also draws about 200 people.
The Welsh choir performs about four concerts a year, including Christmas concerts for society and non-
society members. In 1993, a concert at the Northshore Senior Center sold out at 350 persons. PSWA
members man booths at major local Ethnic fests. The Folk Band have perfiormed at many festivals in the
region and, along with the choir, at several Folk Life Festivals at the Seattle Center. This year, the folk band
performed at the International Folk festival at Duncan BC, Canada.

PSWA supports concerts by Welsh artists. In 1987, 1990 and 1993, PSWA sponsored visiting Male Voice
Choir. Each concert was successful with audiences of between 350 and 500 persons. The society rule is that
only choirs of high reputation are invited, generally every two years. PSWA has sponsored folk groups,
Mabsant (twice) and the triple harpist Robin Huw Bowen. ln 1992, the Opera star Jason Howard was a
suest and this vear we hosted the Minister of State for Wales from the British Parliament Sir Wvn Roherts



Y:;'::^:::'"::1.,.", i:111,i:,:1n 
issues Essentiarv, we wish to pra.ce the historicar contribution ot

the welsh into the ."",* "r*odern 
gi d.* ;{^t*ly.ii"iit" small natLn on the cultureand artistic

activities of exiles. ili; ;; plan to ach#u" uy the interacti.,. ur. of seminars' workshops' competition and

lon..n,which--wi'i"q'"',";'{:li':::ff""fi Tffi 51ygyig::nlf;;*lll;:::"'llt
."""tp"tary Welsh life' Seminars anc

review and a study or,n. history ""1,,y1.";;i;. 
*.trn t,iin.'i".inr NorthweJ cultural development

wi, be addressed by seminars discussinf,frfi i":1"::* i#ftfk1"m"*:,f.1?"Xll?,":l?l','

T*Ifhtfh*':"J.";li.':,1;fJ#il"s::ffi 
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introduced un urp..iorw.trt, curgle;#';;*. i*rua.oilr'ir;""*ur wel-sh festival' cultural

:ffii.J;:;rJr.;riff r*JriJrJ,i;''.i*l#il:;*,T;*i**iq**.*nff 
:il:':uur"''i"'

cultural ,o,np.tition-ir-u *uv by whichl;il;;" una.ruuniiirri"rir"ir origin as well as providing a focus

for their research t"' tf"it historical background'



Over 1000 people of Welsh descent will attend the convention. This number is extrapolated from attendance

at previous festivals. However, it is our intention to attract as many other people as possible to the project
in order to expose the population to the ethnic origins and traditions of the American Welsh. All events will
be open to the public. Daily activities will be at the Bellewe Hyatt hotel meeting rooms and Winter Gardens

We also anticipate interacting with Bellewe Square management and the Bellewe Chamber of Commerce to
promote our activities at various locations within Bellewe. We have already had significant help from the
Rellevrre Chamher of Commerce and the Bellevr,re Convention and Visitors bureau,



uur puDllclty Io oaie nas concentlale(l on rlre vYelsll. DlxrGsIl ul uul lltelllusl 5, .lrurrB wrLIr.r usPut4trl

the Bellewe Convention and Visitors Bureau traveled to Wilkes Barre,Pennsylvania in September to inform

the National Welsh of our plans (a brochure from that event is enclosed). Publicity in North American Welsh

newspapers has begun and will proceed to a defined schedule. We also intend to develop a publicity progran

to inform the general population of the educational and social aspects of the festival. There has already been

local publicity, with exposure in all publicity relating to the construction and opening of the Meydenbauer

Center in Bellevue, the location of the evening activities. We have recruited Joel Pritchard, Lieutenant

Governor of Washington State as honorary chairman. We have contacted Mike James, a local television

celebrity to request assistance and advice with publicity. The publicity committee is headed by Alan Upshall

Ph.D., President of PSWA. The major effort for State publicity will begin Spring 1994, however, current

publicity has already drawn enquiries from Moses Lake and Spokane, two areas which do not have large

Welsh activities. The strategy of PSWA for all of their sponsored events is to publicizeby posters to librarier

and information to all media outlets in the Seattle region. Those mailing lists will be supplemented by

information circulated to all State newspapers and as many media outlets as possible.



rus PtUJElt rs ussrglrso ro prouqe atten0ees a balanced vlew of the cultural activities of the Welsh coupledwith an understanding of modern social and political views prevalent in wales. we have recruited persons
from Wales to achieve this balance as well as persons from the Pacific Northwest *tro iuu. nr,, fr-O
knowledge of welsh customs and cultural activities. The organizing committee has three members who werrborn and educated in wales and who still have close ties with the countrv.

Status of proiect



rttv urB.TtLtLrtrg uullllllll.te€ llas oeen plannlng Ine prOJeCI IOf OVef One yeaf. We have Ofgantzed
accommodation and will use the Hyatt hotel in Bellewe as the headquarters. The Meydenbauer Center has
been rented for the period as the venue to present the major evening activities which will be attended by all
delegates. The program is close to final, as presented on the enclosed flyers, with only a few minor areas yet
to be completed. We have arranged specific airline discounts for persons coming from outside of Seattle. W
have organized some sponsorship from the Wales Tourist Board and from JML Importing, a local company
with Welsh business connections. Our current activities concentrate on fund raising and logistical issues, sucl
as facility preparation, registration and hospitality. Atl of this work has been carried out bythe volunteer
members of the committee. The committee is a dedicated group of professional persons committed to makinl
the proiect an outstandinq success





rrrv uuu5sr rrrr rrrE wsc^Elru ls aPPIuxllllatcly DIUU,UUU. fn aOOltlOn tO tne Dgdget pfgsented On the fbfm
provided for this application, enclosed is a budget breakdown, event by event.

Some substantial costs are planned as self supporting. Tours and Banquet will cover all costs since they will
be purchased on a head count basis. Evening concerts will be funded by ticket sales and there is an inherent
profit/loss potential in this situation. We believe that they willbe self supporting. The areas of expense that
are not self supporting are Seminars and Workshops. These are the components of the weekend tirat are bes
supported by grant from the washington Commission for the Humanities.

Expenditure from WCH funds will be spent on:



rrrar speaKers. I nere wll De 5 speakers each to receive $ 100 for the seminar. The
seminars in question are: Genealogy, Welsh Cooking, Welsh Emigration, part singing (2). Total cost $500
rronoraria for workshop participants, including professional adjudicators and accompanists for the
Eisteddfod competition . There will be a $250 honorarium for a folk dance group from vancouver Britisl
Columbia' and $50 each for workshops on Folk Dancing and Folk Music. ThJadjudicator will receive an
honorarium of $100 and the accompanist also $100. Tolal cost $550



Presrdent and Uharrman, Alan Upshall, Ph.L)., l)rrector ot Regulatory Ailalrs, ZymoGenetrcs Inc
Vice Chairman, Colonel R.A. Matthews (U.S A, Retired) M.A.
Treasurer, Steven Ensley, M.B.A., Controller, Caravali Coffees Inc.
Secretary, Gretta Upshall, Former Oftice Manager, Artists Unlimited.
Brian Parry, B. Eng., PrincipalEngineer, The Boeing Company.
Elizabeth Heath, B.A., Executive Director, Boy's and Girl's Clubs of Tacoma.
Wyn Morgan, B.A., Small business systems consultant.
Tim Dyck, M.S.W., Social Worker with Child Welfare Services.
David Powell, B.S., Director of Propulsion Engineering, Boeing Commercial Division.
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